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PREFACE 


It  is  both  a  privilege  and  a  pleasure  to  compile  the  records 
of  what  has  been  written  of  the  history  of  the  Rev.  Henry 
Smith,  a  “Puritan  Pastor”  and  his  colonial  family.  For  he  is 
the  immediate  progenitor  of  many  descendants,  scattered  to¬ 
day  all  over  America,  with  many  different  names,  but  the 
same  blood  in  their  veins,  who  will  be  interested  in  the  unusual 
story  of  the  Smith  family,  and  be  glad  that  it  is  recorded. 

From  the  earliest  known  ancestor  of  the  Rev.  Henry 
Smith,  on  down  through  nearly  ten  centuries,  the  accounts  of 
the  adventures  of  various  branches  and  members  of  our  fam¬ 
ily  have  been  slowly  collected  by  different  individuals,  some¬ 
times  handed  down  by  tradition,  and  again  from  more  accu¬ 
rate  written  documents.  This  collection  of  data  is  at  times 
partial  and  incomplete,  which  makes  the  record  in  some  places 
fragmentary  and  inaccurate,  but  it  is  hoped  that  at  some  fu¬ 
ture  time,  some  other  scribe,  with  more  sources  of  informa¬ 
tion  may  complete  a  better  compilation. 

The  first  chapters  of  this  record  will  go  back  to  the 
earliest  progenitor  of  the  Rev.  Henry  Smith,  who  was  a  Nor¬ 
man  knight,  coming  to  England  with  William,  the  Conqueror 
in  1066.  Those  early  Norman  forefathers  who  established 
themselves  in  old  England  were  free-thinking,  head-strong 
knights  of  a  family  known  variously  as  the  family  of  Heriz, 
Herrez  and  later  Herrice  or  Herries,  because  the  original 
knight  came  from  Heristol  in  France  .  These  first  chapters 
also  recount  the  entanglement  of  the  Herries  family  with  the 
royal  Plantagenets  of  the  14th  century,  resulting  in  the  at¬ 
tempted  rebellion  against  Henry  IV  of  England,  and  the  sub¬ 
sequent  persecution  of  the  Herries  family.  As  time  rolled  on, 
th  record  shows  the  change  of  the  family  name  to  Smith,  and 
the  eclipse  that  overtook  the  family  in  the  time  of  Henry  VIII, 
until  the  return  to  prominence  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 

The  account  comes  down  into  the  days  of  Puritanism, 
and  the  life  and  character  of  our  immediate  fore-father,  the 
Rev.  Henry  Smith  is  followed,  with  his  emigration  to  America 
and  his  establishment  of  the  family  in  Connecticut.  The  re¬ 
maining  chapters  will  tell  the  story  of  the  descendants  of  this 
first  Puritan  minister,  of  his  great  grand-sons,  Elnathan 
Smith  and  the  Rev.  Jedediah  Smith  who  with  their  wives  and 
children  left  New  England  and  emigrated  to  Mississippi.  The 
last  of  the  story  will  recount  the  history  of  the  ten  sons  and 
daughters  of  the  Rev.  Jedediah  and  of  the  two  daughters  of 
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Elnathan  and  their  families  in  the  South. 


And  so  they  come  on  and  on — those  ancestors  of  ours, 
hundreds  of  them.  They  march  across  the  pages  of  this  story 
from  old  England  to  New  England  and  on  again  into  the  South 
and  the  West — generation  after  generation  through  the  cen¬ 
turies.  What  have  they  seen  and  thought?  What  have  they 
felt?  What  obstacles  have  they  lived  through  and  defied; 
with  what  imperishable  vigor  have  they  lived  on  again  to 
learn  more,  as  they  have  made  their  long  trek  down  the  cen¬ 
turies,  across  seas  into  strange  lands,  on  down  into  the  pres¬ 
ent. 
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REFERENCE  BOOKS 


In  a  record  like  this,  the  sources  of  information  are  of 
paramount  importance,  for  this  is  both  real  story  and  real 
history.  Beside  personal  letters  and  documents,  we  are  un¬ 
usually  fortunate  in  possessing  several  valuable  reference 
books,  whose  material  stands  the  test  of  accuracy.  One  of 
these  works  is  Henry  R.  Stiles’  history,  published  in  1904,  and 
called  BIOGRAPHIES  AND  HISTORY  OF  ANCIENT  WETH¬ 
ERSFIELD. 

Among  the  different  biographies  and  family  records  pre¬ 
sented  in  this  book  of  Styles  is  found  that  of  our  progenitor, 
the  Rev.  Henry  Smith.  All  the  facts  relating  to  the  south¬ 
ern  branch  of  this  Smith  family  were  collected  and  arranged 
in  1826  by  John  Christian  Buhler  II,  one  of  the  descendants. 

Unfortunately  these  valuable  volumes  are  now  out  of 
print,  but  a  copy  of  the  work  may  be  seen  in  the  New  York 
Public  Library.  A  photostatic  copy  of  those  pages  in  Volume 
II,  which  give  the  genealogy  of  the  Rev.  Henry  Smith  was 
secured  by  the  writer,  and  has  been  made  the  basis  of  the 
accounts  and  of  the  pedigree  charts  presented  in  this  record. 
In  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Grafton  Press,  60  East  42  Street, 
New  York,  relative  to  the  copyright  on  this  history,  the  re¬ 
ply  was  received  that  Henry  R.  Stiles  died  in  1909,  and  that 
the  publishers  know  nothing  of  the  copyright  thereto. 

Another  valuable  reference  book  by  another  member  of 
the  family  is  entitled  “COLONIAL  DAYS  AND  WAYS”  by 
Helen  Evertson  Smith.  This  book  contains  copies  of  original 
letters  and  the  will;  of  our  colonial  forefather,  the  Rev.  Henry 
Smith.  It  was  published  in  1909  by  the  Century  Company, 
now  known  as  D.  Appleton-Century  Company,  for  whose  grac¬ 
ious  permission  to  use  specified  portions  of  the  book,  sincere 
appreciation  is  here  expressed.  This  book  is  also  out  of  print. 
With  the  correlation  of  facts  from  both  these  sources,  the 
writer  hopes  that  many  of  our  kinsmen  may  become  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  these  sources  of  information,  with  which  they  might 
never  come  in  contact. 

There  are  a  number  of  other  sources  containing  material 
about  our  forefathers,  which  refer  to  different  periods  of 
the  family  history.  There  is  Burke’s  LANDED  GENTRY 
which  identifies  our  Smith  family  as  the  one  residing  for  gen¬ 
erations  in  Leicestershire,  England,  and  as  the  Smith  family 
from  which  Rev.  Henry  Smith  came.  Others  are  Connecti¬ 
cut  Colonial  Reports,  Dexter  ?s  YALE  BIOGRAPHIES,  Dun¬ 
bar  Rowland’s  HISTORY  OF  MISSISSIPPI,  Joseph  Dunbar 
Shields’  NATCHEZ,  ITS  EARLY  HISTORY,  Monette’s  VAL¬ 
LEY  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI,  Mississippi  Register  (1907), 
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Claiborne’s  book  MISSISSIPPI,,  AS  PROVINCE,  TERRITORY 
AND  STATE,  Court  Records  at  Natchez,  Mississippi,  Personal 
and  Historical  Sketch  of  the  Rev.  Jedediah  Smith  in  South¬ 
western  Presbyterian  March  17,  1892,  also  the  unpublished 
Hinmen  manuscript  in  the  library  of  the  Massachusetts  His¬ 
torical  Society. 

We  have  also  various  letters  and  data  collected  by  Miss 
Edith  Buhler,  of  New  York  City,  a  professional  genealogist 
of  exceptional  merit,  who  was  a  granddaughter  of  the  John 
Christian  Buhler  II,  who  furnished  material  for  Stiles’  history. 

The  latest  contribution  to  our  collection  of  valuable  proofs 
of  the  identity  of  our  forefather,  Rev.  Henry  Smith,  is  a  let¬ 
ter  to  the  writer  from  the  Registry  of  the  University  of  Cam¬ 
bridge,  England,  establishing  without  doubt  the  identity  of 
the  Rev.  Henry  Smith  as  a  graduate  of  Magdalene  College 
Cambridge,  a  priest,  ordained  in  the  established  church  of 
England,  and  finally  an  emigrant'  to  America  among  the  Puri¬ 
tans. 

It  is  my  desire  at  this  point  to  return  thanks  to  Mrs.  W. 
S.  Myrick  of  Memphis,  Tennessee,  and  her  brother,  Mr.  David 
Van  Court  for  all  the  valuable  assistance  they  have  given  me 
in  furnishing  me  with  facts  regarding  Rev.  Henry  Smith  and 
individuals  of  the  family.  Their  cooperation  has  been  most 
heartening.  I  also  wish  to  thank  Mrs.  Maud  S.  Percy  of  Baton 
Rouge,  Louisiana,  and  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Nan  Percy  Whita¬ 
ker,  for  valuable1  information,  and  especially  for  the  priviletge 
of  seeing  the  Memoirs  of  their  Aunt,  Nannie  Davis  Smith, 
who  died  in  the  summer  of  1938.  I  acknowledge  also  with 
appreciation  the  kindness  of  Misses  Sarah  and  Kate  Smith 
of  Asphodel  Plantation,  Louisiana,  who  so  willingly  gave  me 
much  information.  To  Dr.  Robert  Doherty  of  Carnegie  In¬ 
stitute,  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  and  to  his  sister,  Miss  Maud 
Doherty,  head  nurse  at  Garfield  Hospital,  Washington,  D.  C., 
I  return  thanks  for  their  family  chart  and  for  their  kindness 
and  assistance  To  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Murray  of  Natchez  for  use 
of  material  in  her  grandfather’s  book  “Natchez,  Its  Early 
History”,  and  also,  to  all  my  dear  kinspeople  who  have  aided 
me  in  -many  ways  with  facts  and  their  charts  and  with  their 
interest,  I  am  deeply  grateful. 

With  all  these  sources  of  information  at  our  disposal,  we 
are  grateful  that  a  fairly  accurate  story  of  our  people,  and  a 
record  of  our  lineage  can  be  compiled  at  this  time.  It  is  our 
earnest  desire  that  this  account  be  passed  on  to  future  gen¬ 
erations  in  order  that  knowledge  of  our  family  among  the 
descendants  may  not  become  extinct.  If  this  condensation  of 
facts  available  to  us,  proves  interesting  and  valuable  to  my 
fellow  kinsmen,  I  will  feel  fully  repaid  for  all  my  efforts. 
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CHAPTER  I 


Rev.  Henry  Smith:  His  Identification  as  Progenitor 

of  Our  Smith  Family 

That  the  Rev.  Henry  Smith  (1588-1648)  who  settled  at 
Wethersfield,  Connecticut,  in  1636-7  is  indeed  the  Puritan 
progenitor  of  our  Smith  family  is  established  without  doubt. 
For  the  name  and  all  the  main  facts  of  his  life  correspond 
exactly  with  the  account  of  him,  which  tradition  and  family 
documents  describe  as  true  of  our  ancestor. 

The  first  evidence  proving  his  identity  we  present  on 
page  two  in  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  Cambridge  University. 

This  letter  presents  real  history.  Therefore  it  has  been 
made  the  basis  of  the  account  which  follows  in  this  volume. 
Everything  written  here  must  fit  this  pattern.  However 
rapid  and  exciting  in  its  flow  the  story  may  go,  the  accuracy 
of  all  the  incidents,  episodes  and  charts  quoted,  must  be  timed 
to  harmonize  with  the  truths  given  in  the  record  of  this  letter. 
For  here  we  have  established  the  name — Henrv  Smith — not 
a  very  distinctive  one,  but  one  he  clothed  with  distinction. 
We  have  also  his  college,  Magdalen,  and  the  years  of  his  de¬ 
grees,  B.  A.,  1621-2,  M.  A.,  1625.  We  have  also  the  place 
and  time  he  was  ordained  deacon  and  priest,  June  1623  at 
Peterborough  Cathedral.  He  is  also  identified  as  the  man 
who  emigrated  to  New  England  to  escape  the  persecution  of 
Archbishop  Laud,  1636-7.  It  also  gives  Wethersford,  Con¬ 
necticut,  as  the  place  where  he  settled,  and  where  he  lived 
as  pastor  from  1641  to  1648 — when  he  died.  To  complete  the 
identification,  reference  is  made  to  a  letter  of  his  son  Samuel, 
in  which  he  is  described  as  an  “ordained  minister  of  the 
Gospelle,  educated  at  Cambridge,  England”.  With  this  de¬ 
scription,  the  chain  of  evidence  is  perfected.  For  this  letter 
of  his  son  Samuel  exists  today  in  the  family  records,  and  is 
quoted  in  a  book  COLONIAL  DAYS  AND  WAYS  by  Helen 
Evertson  Smith,  a  member  of  the  family.  A  copy  of  this 
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letter  will  be  inserted  later  in  the  book.  Therefore  we  con¬ 
clude  that  this  alumnus  of  Cambridge  is  our  Puritant  fore¬ 
father. 

UNIVERSITY  OF  CAMBRIDGE 


I  HAk  BISON,  M.A.,  Kc£]Jtrur< 

).  T.  SAINDERS,  M.A 

Secretary  Qcncra!  0/  [he  Faculties 

H.  claye,  m.a.,  Assistant  Regisrrary 


UNIVERSITY  REGISTRY 
CAMBRIDGE 

TELEPHONE  C.mbrtd,.  2*Ei 


When  replying  please  quote  • 

K. 4/5580  7  September  1957. 


Dear  Medam, 

In  reply  to  your  lett;r  of  August  26  I  give 


below  an  extract  from  Alumni  Cantabrigienses,  com¬ 


piled  by  «J.  &  J.A.  Venn  and  published  by  the  Cambridge 
University  Press: 

SMITH,  HENRY.  Matriculated  as  sizar  from  Mag¬ 
dalene,  Easter,  1618;  E.A.  1621-2;  M.A.  1625- 
Ordained  deacon  (Peterborough)  June  7;  priest, 
June  8,  1623.  Probably  identical  with  the  man 
of  these  names  who  emigrated  to  New  England  to 
escape  the  persecution  of  Archbishop  Laud, 1636-7. 
Settled  first  at  Watertowne,  near  Boston;  after¬ 
wards  removed  to  Weathersfield.  ^astor  there, 
1641-8.  Died  there  1646.  Described  by  his  son 
Samuel  as  1  an  ordained  minister  of  the  Gospelle, 
educated  at  Cambridge  in  England. ' (J. G.  Bartlett.) 


1  fear  that  that  is  all  that  can  be  got 


out  of  the  University  records. 


Yours  sincerely, 


Regis trary . 


'Mrs  J.T.  Brady. 

The  accounts  found  in  Henry  Stiles’  BIOGRAPHIES  AND 
HISTORY  OF  ANCIENT  WETHERSFORD,  Volume  I  and  II, 
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correspond  exactly  to  the  facts  given  in  the  Cambridge  letter. 
Therefore  this  account  will  follow  closely  Stiles’  history,  since 
that  record  elaborates  the  facts  of  the  letter,  going  into  fur¬ 
ther  detail,  and  giving  complete  genealogical  charts  of  the 
descendants  through  all  the  generations,  nearly  to  the  close 
of  the  Nineteenth  century.  By  contacting  living  descendants, 
an  effort  has  been  made  to  bring  the  pedigree  charts  on  down 
into  the  Twentieth  century  as  completely  as  possible. 

With  confidence  that  in  this  alumnus  of  Cambridge,  the 
Rev.  Henry  Smith  we  have  the  forefather  who  established 
our  Smith  family  in  America,  the  story  of  his  life  and  char¬ 
acter  will  be  related  as  perfectly  as  the  letters  and  documents 
in  our  possession  will  permit. 


[S] 


jn&y,  9}9l(jtnoo 

;  rid  oi  *b*rn  nasd  fifth  tiu,  e  ns 


CHAPTER  11 


Rev.  Henry  Smith;  His  Birthplace,  Ancestry 
The  House  of  Herries 

In  assembling  the  data  relating  to  the  history  of  our  first 
American  ancestor,  the  Rev.  Henry  Smith,  the  records  found 
in  Volumes  I  and  II  of  Stiles’  “History  of  Ancient  Wethers- 
ford”,  will  be  largely  relied  upon;  also  upon  documents  con¬ 
tained  in  Helen  Evertson  Smith’s  book,  “Colonial  Days  and 
Ways”.  Information  obtained  from  some  letters  written  by 
Miss  Edith  Buhler,  from  material  she  secured  in  her  studies 
of  family  genealogies  in  the  libraries  of  New  York  and  Wash¬ 
ington,  will  also  be  used. 

Regarding  the  exact  location  of  the  birthplace  of  the 
Rev.  Henry  Smith,  some  uncertainty  exists.  Stiles’  history 
quotes  different  authorities,  giving  two  different  places.  One 
of  these  statements  is  from  an  unpublished  Hinman  manu¬ 
script  in  the  Library  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society, 
which  gives  “near  Norwich”  in  Norfolk,  but  in  a  footnote  on 
page  68,  Stiles  records  that  two  other  accounts  give  Blaby, 
County  of  Leicester  as  his  birthplace.  Therefore,  it  seems 
logical  to  conclude  that  Blaby  was  his  native  place,  especially 
as  all  the  references  to  his  family  later,  place  them  in  Leices¬ 
tershire,  where  his  people  seem  long  to  have  resided. 

So  in  merry  old  England,  a  pleasant  valley  in  the  County 
of  Leicester,  was  the  early  home  of  our  Smith  family.  It  was 
a  quiet,  beautiful  country,,  with  rolling  meadows,  fertile  fields 
shaded  by  oaks  and  elms,  and  the  placid  river  Soar,  winding 
along  slowly  to  empty  into  the  Trent.  Who  were  the  people 
of  his  blood,  who  had  lived  long  in  this  valiey  ?  Stiles’  history 
quotes  from  Burke’s  “Landed  Gentry”,  page  1459 ; — “Speak¬ 
ing  of  the  Smiths  of  Shotgrove  lineage,  it  says,  “This  family 
claims  descent  from  the  ancient  and  distinguished  house  of 
Smith  (formerly  Herriz)  of  Withcock  Castle,  County  of 
Leicester”  and  further  states:  “From  Henry  Smith  (Henry 
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Kerries  in  the  fourteenth  century)  the  ‘notorious  regicide', 
the  last  of  the  family,  who  possessed  Withcock  is  said  to  have 
descended"  (See  Heraldic  Visitation,  County  of  Leicester, 

I  Morlan’s  History  of  Leicester) .  Also  from  later  records,  Miss 
Buhler  states  the  following:  “That  the  colonist  ancestor  of 
the  Natchez  Smith  family  wTas  the  Rev.  Henry  Smith,  who 
was  born  in  England  1588,  that  he  was  a  scion  of  the  old 
Leicestershire  family  of  Smiths,  who  at  one  time  dropped 
their  old  name  of  Herries  and  assumed  the  cognomen  of 
Smith ;  that  the  Norman,  Herrice,  Herrez  or  Herriz  ancestor, 
supposed  descendant  of  the  Count  of  Vendome  from  Heristol 
in  France  came  over  with  William  the  Conquer,  and  his  name 
appears  in  the  Domesday  Book." 

From  these  records,  it  is  evidnt  that  the  family  holds  it 
as  an  established  fact  that  the  Norman  knight  from  Heristal, 
France,  who  settled  in  Leicestershire,  erected  his  Castle 
“Withcock",  there,  and  began  the  lineage  which  was  later 
known  as  the  house  of  Herriz,  Herrice  or  Herries.  He  was 
the  founder  of  our  Smith  Family  in  England. 

The  advent  of  the  Normans  in  Britain  changed  the  course 
of  English  history.  The  story  of  the  growth  of  the  new  na¬ 
tion  is  closely  associated  with  the  development  of  those  early 
Herrez  ancestors  into  a  family  that  became  in  the  conquered 
territory  a  strong,  numerous  and  influential  race  of  people. 
The  sons  and  grand-sons  that  were  born  at'  Withcock,  through 
marriage  and  intermarriage  with  other  Norman  and  perhaps 
Anglo-Saxon  stock  produced  a  new  type  of  man,  representa¬ 
tive  of  the  new  race  of  Englishmen.  For  the  fusion  of  the 
two  races,  in  two  centuries  produced  a  new  people,  neither 
Norman,  French  nor  Anglo-Saxon,  but  English,  who  spoke  a 
new  language,  a  fusion  of  the  cultured  Norman  French,  and 
the  rough  crisp  Anglo-Saxon,  the  English  Language.  Thus, 
our  Norman  ancestors  who  grew  up  upon  British  soil,  became 
Englishmen  as  a  result  of  the  amalgamation  of|  the  two  races. 

The  stalwart  sons  of  the  House  of  Herriz  proved  to  be 
a  people,  characterized  for  their  spirit  of  initiative  and  rest¬ 
lessness  under  any  form  of  restraint.  Therefore  they  were 
valuable  citizens  in  the  new  nation  as  leaders  in  building  a 
class  of  ruling  land-lords.  It  was  such  men  as  these,  the  lords 
of  estates  and  of  vassals,  who  through  the  twelfth  and  thir¬ 
teenth  centuries  made  it  possible  for  England  to  defy  the 
encroachment  of  invading  armies  from  the  continent.  Along 
with  others,  the  men  of  Herriz  came  from  Withcock 
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for  generations  to  take  their  place  in  English  life,  wherever 
they  were  needed.  Whenever  occasion  demanded,  they  gave 
freely  of  their  wealth  in  money,  arms  and  men ;  now  for  pro¬ 
tection  against  foreign  invasion;  now  for  the  hopeless  wars 
of  the  Crusades;  now  for  the  campaigns  of  conquest  on  the 
continent.  Through  all  these  events  the  lords  of  Withcock 
were  associated  closely  writh  the  other  great  land-lords  of 
England,  and  especially  in  the  fourteenth  century  with  the 
royal  lords  of  the  House  of  Plantagenet. 

In  passing,  it  may  be  said  that  the  English  novelist, 
Sir  Hugh  Walpole,  in  writing  his  series  of  stories  of  the 
Herries  clan,  described  a  family  which  is  entirely  fictitious 
as  far  as  resemblance  to  our  Herries  family  of  Leicestershire 
is  concerned.  The  people  he  portrays  are  not  of  our  House 
of  Herries.  The  scene  of  his  stories  is1  located  in  Cumberland, 
not  in  Leicestershire.  Withcock  castL  is  not  mentioned  in  his 
stories  and  the  men  and  women  of  his  stories  in  no  way  re¬ 
semble  the  personages  of  our  Herries  ancestors  as  tradition 
has  painted  them. 

But  to  go  back  to  the  story  of  the  relationship  which 
once  existed  between  the  House  of  Herries  and  the  House  of 
Plantagenet  in  the  Fourteenth  Century.  This  friendship 
came  to  an  abrupt  close  at  the  beginning  of  the  fifteenth 
century  during  the  reign  of  Henry  IV.  A  stormy  period  in 
our  family’s  history  followed,  which  arose  at  this  time,  be¬ 
tween  them  and  the  Plantagenets.  This  unhappy  relation¬ 
ship  changed  the  subsequent  course  of  the  family’s  history. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
Fourteenth  century,  that  Edward  III,  a  Plantagenet  king  of 
England,  waged  war  with  France,  and  his  son,  the  valiant 
Black  Prince  was  most  successful  in  these  wars,  conquering 
the  Province  of  Aquitaine,  and  bringing  the  French  king,  a 
captive  back  to  England.  For  this  victory,  his  father  gave 
him  the  province  of  Acquitaine,  insisted  that  he  marry  a 
princess  of  royal  Plantagenet  blood  and  rear  a  son  to.  sit  upon 
the  throne  of  the  Plantagenets.  The  Black  Prince  was  at  this 
time  thirty-one  years  old,  and  to  his  father  presumably  un¬ 
married,  but  according  to  Herries  tradition  it  is  claimed  that 
he  had  married  a  lady  of  the  House  of  Herries  before  he  went 
to  the  wars  in  France.  From  this  marital  relationship,  it 
was  said,  that  one  or  two  sons  were  born.  But  the  union  of 
the  two  Houses  of  Plantagenet  and  Herries  would  not  be  rec¬ 
ognized  by  the  father  of  the  Black  Prince,  and  records  show 
that  Edward  forced  his  son  to  marry  Joanna  of  Plantagenet 
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blood.  Froissart,  who  lived  at  this  time  and  wrote  of  it,  tells 
a  sad  story  of  this  unhappy  marriage  with  Joanna.  A  son, 
Richard,  outlived  his  father  the  Black  Prince  and  later  as¬ 
cended  the  throne. 

In  an  article  entitled  “The  Purple  Smiths”  published  in 
the  New  York  Sun  February  1st,  1914,  written  by  Miss  Edith 
Buhler,  she  states  without  question,  that  the  family  of  which 
Rev.  Henry  Smith,  old  Puritant  divine  was  a  member,  claimed 
descent  from  the  English  Plantagenets  and  from  the  ancient 
Princes  of  Wales  through  the  Tudors.  Also  in  a  letter,  written 
later  to  one  of  the  family  she  says  that  the  claim  of  royal 
descent  is  based  upon  the  fact  that  a  morganatic  marriage 
was  made  between  the  Black  Prince  and  a  ladv  of  the  House 
of  Herries,  an  ancient  French  family  established  in  England 
since  the  Norman  Conquest.  She  stated  that  the  old  Heraldry 
books  mentioned  such  a  relationship. 

Jean  Froissart,  who  wrote  his  famous  chronicle  giving 
a  picture  of  this  eventful  age,  relates  that  Richard  II,  the 
supposed  son  of  the  Black  Prince  was  not  the  forceful  man 
that  his  father  or  grandfather  had  been.  He  was  easily 
swayed  by  his  favorites  and  resented  his  old  uncles  who  tried 
to  control  him.  He  had  plenty  of  trouble  in  his  short  reign. 
But  when  he  banished  his  cousin,  Henry  Bolingbroke,  he  wrote 
his  own  death  sentence.  For  Henry  came  back,  led  a  rebel¬ 
lion,  had  Richard  deposed  by  Parliament,  made  himself  king 
and  threw  Richard  into  prison.  But  before  Richard  was  killed, 
there  were  several  attempts,  mainly  by  kinsmen  of  Richard  * 
to  restore  him  to  the  throne.  Green’s  History  of  England 
mentions  several  uprisings,  and  states  that  one  led  by  Rich¬ 
ard’s  kinsmen  was  checked  before  completion.  Froissard 
tells  how  the  plot  was  found  out  and  frustrated  and  that  all 
the  conspirators  were  caught,  killed  or  hung. 

According  to  family  tradition,  it  is  claimed  that  among 
the  “kinsmen  of  Richard  II,”  who  were  loyal  to  him  in  trying 
to  restore  him  to  his  rights,  and  protect  his  life  was  his  half- 
brother,  the  gallant  knight  Henry  Herries,  who  gave  his  life 
to  defend  his  father’s  heir  to  the,  throne.  This  is  the  famous 
Henry  Herries,  “the  notorious  regicide”  who  was  hung  and 
whose  unhappy  adventure  cast  such  a  shadow  upon  the  name 
and  fortunes  of  the  House  of  Herries  and  “from  whom  the 
last  of  the  family  who  possessed  Withcock  is  said  to  have  de¬ 
scended.” 

Thus  was  closed  the  friendly  relationship  which  had  ex- 


[7] 


rM  7(J  MM  >.I  yiBtrtdtf  rrnS  MioY  w  '  ^rf:: 

hjji  wit  i’^ootrft  «alfiY<  to 

i'  .  • : ■  ‘[-I  :  > 

H  bio  g;ij  lari 3  5.13  J  9iipno0  fiaflno4  srit  j  »ttii 

JT  L-urf  i5  hulJ  d  ,b  8  it  n$v  font  to  tr:  I 
n;;m  Fiji ^rft  toir  ?rw  r*?  Tbaftf  rft  to  no«  bvHHflju* 

.(  .  'wrf  ■  iji  *  n  o  i.  ,  ••'  Jgtl) 

mI  t  (  fvfr  rr  j  bl  rf  b?  m  MitovrA  girl  v»  bs  .'av/« 

3ru;i  ..aern'rf  >bnrn  u  rpuih  **1  t<i  boRoqab  bi^rbtfl  barf  .irotf 
>?,,r  :  .  '  .*vf  J  13  dio'scf  i  j  (  .r  ’  i  a  otui  h  '3  w  un.*; 

Iiet  siH  -«  *"  »!>(  r  .  (niam  stqn  dit  bn 9,r  *  yi9  /  aisrff 

i  rTr,fy?  tH  n  r  a  i*;>  .ono’crfi  9f  k  ot  i  :i  ’  rf^tast  o) 
-rf“W>I  v.(  f>4  uro  t{;  9«j  bj>  hr  it  .  MRttfirj  fat*  /  >*  jfi>iJnoro 

ff  •  '  it  '  ff/j  beteiteLi!  DfiB  Jno  u/l  »n  r  1  I  w  iwr,  1  •  ; 

-Sfiuri  io  1  .  *’Ijh  '  *i.ni<[r.iio9  a  ii 

■  i  ;  >*'f •  ’  b  -  ,noit;b  •*■■■•*>  of  m  -i,  yj A 

f  .  ■  1  f  i  •  or!//  °.l  in  )i;I  lo  nomaxiM*  »d) 

?:!  o/a:  ..ri-w  ,&*i  ..If  v/cn-  I  ib  ?m  or 

' 

bt'B  ..cirri  saw  f*ri  j  o.  -  crone  o  c>rf  '*  ,  an  rro9H 

'•  J  rnorf**/  i  >t  k*  d:j*  oiVt'H  £0  jo..  <»at  o  ■*»  fj  o'l  bfU» 

y  »•  f  :  0  »n i ;  //  Ot>  3  ft  ^  >rf  v  . 


isted  between  the  rulers  of  England  and  the  men  of  Herries. 
From  this,  began  the  stormy  days  of  persecution  which  fol¬ 
lowed  at  the  hands,  of  Henry  IV  and  his  henchmen  upon  any¬ 
one  bearing  the  name  of  Herries.  Whatever  prestige  the  fam¬ 
ily  had  known  before,  was  gone  now,  and  they,  one  and  all, 
shunned  now  any  prominence.  For  the  hanging  of  one  of 
their  leaders  as  a  would-be  regicide  was  sufficiet  cause  to 
make  them  seek  safety  in  seclusion.  Some  of  those  interest¬ 
ed  in  the  family  traditions  believe  that  the  family  name  was 
changed  to  the  very  common  cognomen  SMITH  at  this  time 
in  the  family  history.  Miss  Buhler  states  that  the  Rev.  Henry  i 
Smith  and  his  family  frowned  upon  the  ancestry  of  royal  con¬ 
nection  and  forebore  to  claim  it.  So  with  descendants  in  later 
generation  after  the  faithful  kinsman’s  fate,  the  whole  epi¬ 
sode  became  the  family’s  tragedy  to  hide  and  forget  as  far  as 
possible.  Later  descendants  knew  it  only  as  some  great  fam¬ 
ily  misfortune  which  brought  persecution  upon  the  House  of 
Herries. 

These  statements  are  obtained  from  records  of  Miss 
Buhler’s  long  research.  Though  undocumented,  they  should 
be  accessable  to  confirmation  by  some  future  family  historian, 
who  may  be  able  to  check  old  Heraldry  books  for  the  accuracy 
of  these  facts. 
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CHAPTER  III 


His  Ancestry:  The  Name  of  Smith 
In  Henry  Vlll's  Day 

That  some  of  the  Herries  family  continued  to  occupy 
Withcock  and  bore  the  family  name  of  Herries,  is  certain 
from  a  close  study  of  the  very  valuable  footnotes  in  Stiles’ 
history  at  the  bottom  of  page  628.  From  one  of  these  notes  it 
appears  the  the  family  name  was  not  changed  at  the  time  of 
the  death  of  Henry  Herries  and  the  persecution  carried  out 
by  Henry  IV,  as  is  shown  in  the  following  quotation :  ‘‘Speak¬ 
ing  of  a  later  descendant,  it  says :  “This  Erasmus  Smith  was 
the  son  of  John  Smith  of  Withcock,  born  1495  and  died  be¬ 
fore  1525.  This  John  Smith,  himself  was  the  son  of  William 
Herez  or  Herrice  (modern  Harris)  of  Withcock,  in  the  time 
of  Henry  VIII,  and  changed  the  name  from  Herrice  (or  Her¬ 
ries)  to  Smith”.  According  to  this  account,  it  was  this  same 
John  Herrice  (later  Smith)  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII,  who 
still  occupied  Withcock,  and  who  changed  the  name  sometime 
during  his  short  life  from  1495  to  1525.  And  so  this  John 
Smith  was  the  last  of  the  family  to  possess  Withcock,  who 
was  descended  from  Henry  Herries,  knight  of  Plantagenet 
blood.  It  is  also  noteworthy  that  Erasmus  Smith,  the  son  of 
this  John  Smith,  is  recorded  by  Stiles  as  born  at  Withcock 
in  County  of  Leicester,  but  that  he  resided  at  Sowersby  and 
later  at  Husbans-Boswith,  and  not  at  Withcock.  It  seems 
possible  that  when  John  Herries  gave  up  his  name  and  be¬ 
came  John  Smith,  that  at  the  same  time  he  lost  possession  of 
the  estate  of  Withcock,  since  his  son  did  not  live  there  and 
there  is  no  mention  afterwards  of  any  descendants  born  at 
Withcock.  * 

The  records  of  this  early  ancestry  of  the  Rev.  Henry 
Smith  are  so  meager,  and  what  accounts  we  do  have  are  so 
clouded,  that  one  must  be  satisfied  with  even  crumbs  of  in¬ 
formation,  and  from  them  draw  what  conclusions  seem  most 
logical  and  possible.  Even  in  regard  to  the  father  of  the  Rev. 
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ffenry,  there  exists  a  difference  of  opinion.  Stiles  says  the 
one  record  reports  that  the  Rev.  Henry  Smith  was  from 
Blaby,  County  of  Leicester  and  that  he  was  the  son  of  Eras¬ 
mus  or  Erastus  Smith.  But  further  on  Stiles  says  “An  ap¬ 
parently  weak  point  in  the  pedigree  is  the  long  period  (153 
years,  that  is  from  the  birth  of  John  Smith  1495  to  the  death 
of  the  grandson  Rev.  Henry  1648)  to  be  covered  by  only  two 
lives,  those  of  Erasmus  and  Rev.  Henry;  unless,  he  adds,  “The 
names  of  Erastus  and  Erasmus  represent  two  men.  He  con¬ 
cludes  “that  perhaps  the  true  English  lineage  of  the  Rev. 
Henry  Smith  may  never  be  certainly  known  until  a  thorough 
examination  is  made  of  the  registers  of  the  various  colleges 
comprising  the  University  of  Cambridge”.  In  answer  to  this 
question,  Prof.  John  S.  Kendall,  a  worthy  member  of  the 
Smith  family,  a  distinguished  scholar  and  historian  and  pro¬ 
fessor  of  Columbia  University  reports  his  investigation  of  the 
family  records  in  the  libraries  of  New  York.  Quoting  from 
a  letter  he  says:  “My  researches  here  convince  me  that  the 
Rev.  Henry  Smith  was  the  son  of  Ambrose  Smith  and  Mar¬ 
garet  Cecil  Cave  or  Core,  sister  of  Lord  Burleigh.”  Stiles 
reports  that  Margaret  Cecil  was  Lord  Burleigh’s  daughter 
and  that  she  had  married  previously  Cave  or  Core.  If  Am¬ 
brose  Smith  was  the  son  of  Erasmus  Smith,  then  the  weak 
point  in  Stiles  ’  pedigree  would  be  cleared  up,  and  the  two  lives 
required  to  fill  in  the  153  years  in  the  chart  would  be  ac¬ 
counted  for.  They  would  be  Erasmus  and  Ambrose  Smith. 

A  British  “General  Dictionary — Historical  and  Critical,” 
compiled  and  written  by  M.  Bayle,  and  printed  in  London 
1735  by  James  Bettenham,  mentions  in  Chapter  1,  page  12, 
Margaret  Cecil,  Lord  Burleigh’s  daughter,  who  married  the 
father  of  the  Rev.  Henry  Smith. 

From  the  above  account,  it  would  appear  that  the  ap¬ 
proximate  record,  arranged  as  a  chart  would  be  presented  as 
follows : 

Henry  Herrice  (Knight  of  Plantagenet  blood)  born  about 
1355  D.  1399 

Descendants  in  15th  Century 
William  Heriz,  Hares  or  Herrice  (Herald’s  Visitation 
gives  all' these  names)  of  Withcock.  Probably  born 
about  1450 — died  1499. 

John  Herrice  of  Withcock,  b.  1495 — d.  1525 
Changed  name  to  Smith  before  1525 
John  Smith 
Erasmus  Smith 


[10] 


9ri  JsriJ  bxwi  iai89D'  kI  Ho  \inuoO  .\dRiQ 

*1  au  .v&tf  bo*  rmkbuc  d  Jq  saorfj  ,aevtl 

.n&ifl  owir  ^uiHSjwa  ban  auteniS  Jo  earn  aa 

89^  Sloo  auoiifiv  io  stateigsi  e/li  So  obsm  ai  jiGilanirnB*} 

,{febno}I  2  n.iol  .aottasup 

' 

/itew/mG  aidmuioD  Jo  loaaaJ 

>7*  o  £108  9>tt  8. .  .v  xtffi  2  <. irts#H  .vaH 

£>  at  ttb  .  it  ^  1  L  1  mw  Hr  |y  •,  aJ4  isrft  etioq  n 

i  bf  'o  fi  d  )  :  a*  f  iJ  vdi  ii  flii  oi  imiu,  i 

.<u£  ...  s  c  .A  bii..  aiiiHfcttiW  »<i  *  low  <9bT  .10^  L  lirrifom 

,!  AtC  nrrr,  I  -  ohobdH — *  r.cU  I  -lsrr&O”  ;(.  :  &  A 
[OjnoJ  iii  b  i iq  bius  ,)!'.{  .f  a  bra  iaicToD 

iSi  o  isq  ,T  seJqsriD  ni  anoi  n  i  ,  )rfu©J>  ?  ijj  >1  dBTI 
l&ii  Hi  t  crfw  ,^9Jrigwab  e  dgijJiua  f*toJ  ,i  9»0  teunruM 

r!  rr.S  xi  tsF  ./o}l  »d*  io 

,3  ins  onus  avodii  aril  moi'i 
rBfb  r  f  f>9  jfHiitt  .b*oo»i  djiaoixoiq 

i  [i  )  o  v,  i  *  [  t/wIL 


X  >  aO  .  t<  .  r  »  »Cl 

or:  :*b  tV  a  H,  :  or  *  il  *  ,  •-  s  rm  7/ 

W  btif  -  i  3M 


Ambrose  Smith  b.  about  1561 — married 

(1)  Miss  Bydd 

(2)  Margaret  Cecil  Cave 

Rev.  Henry  Smith  b.  1588  d.  1648. 

In  reviewing  this  eventful  period  in  the  family  history, 
two  bold  unexplained  facts  present  themselves  and  challenge 
our  attention  and  inquiry.  We  ask:  What  was  the  cause  of 
the  change  in  the  family  name  by  John,  Herries  between  1495 
and  1525?  What  misfortune  also  overtook  the  family  at  the 
same  time,  that  brought  about  the  loss  of  the  familv  fortune 
and  the  estate  of  Withcock?  Since  we  have  no  definite  ex¬ 
planation  in  the  records,  we  can  only  study  the  events  which 
took  place  in  England  during  the  years  of  Henry  VIII’s  reign 
up  to  1525  when  John  Herries  lived.  From  this  study  we 
can  only  conjecture  what  might  have  been  the  misfortune 
which  overtook  the  family  of  Herries  at  that  time. 

It  might  have  been  a  religious  problem  which  the  head¬ 
strong  Herriz  descendants  had  to  face,  in  which  they  would 
not  give  in  to  the  requirements  of  Henry  VIII.  For  though 
Henry  defied  and  fought  the  Mother  Church  himself,  he  would 
not  brook  any  tendencies  toward  a  desire  for  religious  free¬ 
dom  on  the  part  of  his  subjects.  From  his  earliest  years  on 
the  throne,  he  disliked  and  persecuted  the  followers  of  Wick- 
liff  and  the  Lollards.*  So  this  matter  of  religious  liberty  or 
their  refusing  to  allow  Henry  to  dictate  how  they  should  wor¬ 
ship,  and  to  whom  they  should  give  their  religious  allegiance 
may  have  been  the  cause  of  their  downfall.  (1) 

However,  there  seems  a  more  probable  reason  for  the 
loss  of  their  estate  and  the  change  of  name.  This  may  be 
found  in  the  persecutions  of  Henry  VIII  and  his  confiscation 
of  property  of  the  landlords,  to  carry  out  his  war  against 
France  and  for  other  selfish  purposes.  Historians  seem  to 
agree  that  perhaps  in  no  time  in  English  history  was  more 
wrong  done  to  individuals  under  the  guise  of  legal  form  than 
was  done  by  Henry  VIII  and  his  use  of  the  court  of  the  Star 
Chamber,  his  resort  to  Benevolencies,  or  forced  loans,  and 
his  use  of  the  “Attainder’’  an  act  which  he  forced  Parliament 
to  pass.  By  employing  this  Attainder,  treason  or  any  other 
crime  could  be  saddled  upon  any  man,  without  specific  proof, 
or  opportunity  for  defense  on  the  part  of  the  accused. 
Through  these  seemingly  legal  avenues,  Henry  seized  what 
estates  he  wished,  and  sent  to  death  many  prominent  nobles 
and  landlords.  Many  brave,  faithful  English  subjects,  he 
ruthlessly  destroyed  to  suit  hist  purposes.  A  definite  example 
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of  these  practices  is  recorded  in  Green's  History  of  the  Eng¬ 
lish  people,  Chapter  VI. 

In  1522,  Henry  planned  to  aid  Spain  in  war  against  France. 
To  augment  his  treasury  he  ordered  Cardinal  Wolsey  to  re¬ 
sort  to  Benevolencies  and  various  kinds  of  taxes.  But  not 
succeeding  in  getting  the  large  sums  of  money  and  the  num¬ 
ber  of  men  he  wanted,  the  next  year  he  ordered  Parliament 
to  impose  a  further  tax  of  ten  percent  upon  all  property.  The 
result  of  this  was  an  ever  deepening  roar  of  discontent,  espe¬ 
cially  from  the  landlords  and  squires  of  the  northern  coun¬ 
tries.  Finally  open  rebellion  broke  loose,  which  was  followed 
in  1525  by  further  evictions  of  land  lords,  the  confiscation  of 
property  and  estates,  and  public  executions.* 

Somewhere  in  this  maelstrom  of  taxation,  confiscation, 
revolt  and  execution,  John  Herrice  must  have  arisen  as  a  par¬ 
ticipant,  defiant  of  the  unjust  demands  of  the  crown.  He 
may  have  refused  to  give  the  Benevolence  required  of  him, 
and  as  a  result,  the  Star  Chamber  or  the  Attainder  Act  may 
have  been  used  to  subdue  him.  At  any  rate,  for  whatever 
cause,  he  went  down  in  defeat  with  many  other  English  land¬ 
lords.  He  was  driven  from  his  ancestral  home,  and  finally 
probably  executed  at  the  order  of  Henry  VIII.  The  family 
name  was  probably  changed  at  this  time,  with  the  loss  of  for¬ 
tune  and  the  family  estate  of  Withcock.  Suffering  from 
such  a  loss  of  property  and  prestige,  the  identification  of  the 
family  with  the  old  families  of  the  landed  gentry  of  England 
was  lost. 

(1)  Ridpath’s  History  of  World — Vol.  V,  p.  227. 

*  Green’s  Short  History  of  the  English  People. 

*  Cheyney — A  Short  History  of  England. 

*  Larned’s  History  of  Ready  Reference. 
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CHAPTER  IV 


Reverend  Henry  Smith:  His  Life 
and  Character 

Thus  far,  the  facts  relating:  to  the  earliest  known  ances¬ 
try  of  Rev.  Henry  Smith’s  family  have  been  presented.  An 
interpretation  of  historical  backgrounds,  probably  leading  to 
loss  of  family  name  and  estate,;  has  also  been  given. 

Now  the  account  of  the  man  himself,  the  Rev.  Henry 
Smith,  follows: 

Nearly  four  centuries  have  elapsed  since  he  lived.  He 
was  born  in  1588  and  died  in  1648;  yet  today  we  recognize 
with  pride  and  appreciation  the  example  of  courageous  deter¬ 
mination  and  freedom  of  spirit,  which  characterizes  the  life 
of  this  worthy  forefather  of  our  family.  For  that  same  love 
of  independent  thinking  animated  him,  which  flowed  in  the 
blood  of  his  forefathers.  In  breaking  away  from  worn-out 
social  customs  and  political  domination  of  his  day;  in  defying 
the  encroachment  of  tyranny  in  preaching  his  religion;  in 
tearing  loose  from  the  moorings  of  a  long  family  residence 
in  old  England,  he  was  true  to  the  tradition  of  his  indepen¬ 
dent  thinking  ancestors.  As  his  progenitor,  the  Norman 
knight  coming  from  Heristol  to  England  in  the  eleventh  cen¬ 
tury  began  a  new  epoch  in  the  life  of  the  family,  so  now  in 
the  seventeenth  century,  the  Rev.  Henry  Smith,  leaving  old 
England,  began  another  new  epoch  by  establishing  in  the 
New  World  a  new  colony  of  his  race,  which  would  in  time 
become  a  part  of  the  freedom  loving,  unconquered  people  of 
America.  For  this  achievement,  his  children,  of  the  twentieth 
century  in  America,  give  him  praise  and  do  him  honor. 

In  assembling  the  facts  of  his  life,  the  record  is  still  re¬ 
lying  upon  Stiles’  History,  Vol.  I  and  II,  as  also  upon  the  very 
valuable  letters  and  documents  published  in  Helen  Evertson 
Smith’s  book  “Colonial  Days  and  Ways”,  and  upon  the  family 
records  contained  in  personal  letters.  However  much  we 
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should  like  to  know  the  details,  we  have  no  account  of  his  boy¬ 
hood.  Only  from  records  of  some  of  his  mother’s  kinsmen 
can  the  surroundings  of  his  early  life  and  the  picture  of  the 
associates  of  his  young  manhood-  be  imagined.  As  the  grand¬ 
son  of  Sir  William  Cecil,  (1420-1508)  he  must  have  seen  and 
met  some  of  the  men  of  influence  and  power  who  came  to  his 
grandfather’s  home.  For  Sir  William  Cecil,  after  being  sec¬ 
retary  of  State  to  Edward  VI,  though  a  Protestant,  escaped 
persecution  under  the  Catholic  queen  Mary.  Later  upon  the 
accession  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  Cecil  was  again  appointed  Privy 
Councilor  and  Secretary  of  State  by  the  queen.  During  the 
remainder  of  his  life,  he  was  at  the  helm  of  English  State 
affairs.  It  was  Queen  Elizabeth,  who  in  1571  raised  him  to 
the  peerage,  with  the  title  of  Baron  Burleigh.  It  is  said  by 
some  historians,  that  the  “glory  of  this  period  of  her  reign 
was  largely  due  to  the  wise  counsel  and  far-seeing,  concilia¬ 
tory  measures  of  Lord  Burleigh”. 

In  addition  to  his  grandfather,  there  was  his  uncle  Rob¬ 
ert  Cecil,  Earl  of  Salisbury,  lord-high  Treasurer,  also  Lord 
Oxford,  “The  proudest  peer  in  all  England”.  All  these  and 
other  relatives,  the  young  son  of  Margaret  Cecil  Smith  may 
have  known,  and  he  may  have  listened  to  their  discussion  of 
the  political  conditions  of  the  day  in  England,  the  discoveries 
in  America,  foreign  relations,  and  other  current  topics.  But 
he  was  probably  more  enthusiastic  in  hearing  of  the  main 
questions  of  the  Reformation ;  of  the  supremacy  of  the  Church 
or  the  State;  of  the  increase  in  the  new  phase  of  Protestant¬ 
ism,  called  Puritanism.  For  his  after  life  showed  that  he 
had  inherited  no  inclination  toward  a  political  career,  but  that 
he  was  a  student,  a  lover  of  books,  and  had  a  deeply  religious 
nature. 

Thus  it  was  that  at  the  opening  of  the  Easter  session,  in 
the  Spring  of  1618,  he  is  recorded  as  matriculated  at  Mag¬ 
dalen  College,  Cambridge  University,  where  his  grandfather 
had  been  a  student.  He  must  have  enjoyed  the  advantages  of 
study  offered  at  the  great  University,  for  he  took  his  A.  B. 
degree  during  the  term  of  1621-1622.  Not  satisfied  with  this 
preparation  for  his  life  work,  he  came  back  to  Cambrdige  and 
got  his  Master’s  degree  in  1625.  Early  in  his  college  life,  the 
deep  religious  side  of  his  nature  asserted  itself  and  he  de¬ 
cided  to  .study  to  enter  the  priesthood  of  the  established 
Church  of  England.  Therefore,  in  1623  after  taking  his  first 
degree  he  was  made  a  deacon  at  Peterborough  Cathedral, 
Later  in  the  same  year  he  was  ordained  a  priest  of  the  Church 
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of  England.  Returning  to  Cambridge  for  his  Master’s  degree, 
he  probably  came  in  contact  with  that  spirit  of  revolt  against 
old  forms  and  practices  of  the  English  Church,  which  was 
called  Puritanism,  for  Cambridge  was  known  as  the  “Cradle 
of  Puritanism”.  Certain  colleges  of  the  University  had  long 
been  fostering  such  a  spirit,  and  it  was  in  one  of  these  that 
Oliver  Cromwell,  later  head  of  the  Puritan  government  in 
England  was  educated.  But  when  the  Rev.  Henry  Smith 
graduated  from  Magdalen  College,  he  probably  never  dreamed 
what  a  deciding  influence  his  adoption  of  the  principles  of  the 
Puritans  at  Cambridge  would  have  upon  his  after  life. 

Unfortunately,  there  is  no  record  of,  his  life  after  1625 
when  he  left  Cambridge.  Whether  he  returned  to  Peterbor¬ 
ough,  as  a  priest  and  served  in  the  Cathedral  there,  or 
whether  he  went  farther  away  to  the  town  of  Norwich  for 
his  first  appointment,  we  do  not  know.  But  it  is  to  be-  re¬ 
membered  that  Stiles  has  it  recorded  that  he  came  from 
Norwich,  so  he  may  have  served  in  the  cathedral  at  Norwich. 
However,  since  he  was  an  avowed  Puritan,  his  career  as  a 
priest  could  not  have  continued  very  long,  before  he  encoun¬ 
tered  the  attention  and  the  enmity  of  the  bishops.  For  the 
very  nature  of  the  man  combined  with  years  of  liberalizing 
training  he  had  received  at  Cambridge,  must  have  made  the 
Rev.  Henry  Smith  an  energetic  and  determined  defender  of 
the  rights  of  the  clergy  to  preach  the  doctrines  of  Puritan¬ 
ism. 

And  so  in  time  he  came  in  for  his  full  share  of  the  op¬ 
pression  of  the  high  churchmen. 

The  real  tyrant  in  the  persecution  which  fell  so  heavily 
upon  all  Puritans  was  Archbishop  Laud,  who  had  been  raised 
by  Charles  I  to  be  the  head  of  the  English  Church,  and  en¬ 
trusted  with  the  management  of  all  ecclesistical  matters. 
But  Laud  and  his  High  Commission  did  not  confine  their  do¬ 
minion  to  church  matters,  he  turned  his  power  into  a  syste¬ 
matic  attack  upon  English  liberty.  Green’s  history  states 
that  Laud  favored  a  return  of  the  Church  of  England  to  be¬ 
come  a  branch  of  the  Catholic  Church;  and  he  had  it  as  his 
aim  to  control  the  religious  beliefs  and  practices  of  the  Puri¬ 
tans.  For  the  mass  of  the  clergy  and  most  of  their  flock  were 
steadfast  Puritans.  The  sting  of  the  Archbishop’s  whip  fell 
upon  all  who  did  not  obey  his  orders.  He  took  away  the  sti¬ 
pends  of  the  priests;  he  resorted  to  imprisonment.  Priests, 
vicars,  rectors  were  suspended  or  deprived  of  their  charges. 
In  the  diocese  of  Norwich  alone  thirty  parochial  ministers 
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Were  expelled.  “The  Eleven  Years  of  Terror”  followed.*  The 
result  was  that  in  1629  many  Puritans  from  around  Cam¬ 
bridge,  Peterborough  and  other  towns  in  that  section  escaped 
and  emigrated  to  Connecticut  in  the  New  World.  Thus  it  was, 
because  of  the  unjust  persecution  of  Archbishop  Laud,  and 
because  of  the  Rev.  Henry  Smith’s  firm  conviction  that  a 
man  is  responsible  to  God  alone,  that  he  determined  to  follow 
the  large  body  of  Puritans  who  had  already  escaped  to  Amer¬ 
ica.  In  1636  or  1637,  he  left  the  old  home  of  his  people  to 
find  a  new  home  where  men  could  be  free  to  worship  God 
according  to  the  dictates  of  their  own  conscience. 

*  Green’s  Short  History  of  the  English  People,  p  504. 

However,  getting  away  from  England  at  that  time,  was 
not  such  an  easy  matter,  for  the  Archbishop  and  the  Earl 
of  Strafford  had  spies,  who  were  stationed  at  the  various 
ports  on  the  coast  to  catch  the  Puritans  planning  to  leave 
the  country.  If  they  were  caught,  it  meant  certain  arrest, 
imprisonment  of  the  men,  and  confiscation  of  all  their  prop¬ 
erty.  So  it  must  have  been  a  considerable  undertaking  for 
the  Rev.  Henry  to  elude  the  Archbishop’s  agents,  to  secure 
passage  on  one  of  the  ships  bound  for  Amreica;  to  sell  the 
greater  part  of  his  possessions,  and  to  arrange  for  the  stor¬ 
age  in  the  vessel  of  what  he  was  permitted  to  take  aboard 
on  the  voyage.  Since  most  of  the  ships  in  those  days  were 
comparatively  small  sailing  vessels,  he  could  take  along  with 
him  only  his  books,  his  family  silver,  a  little  furniture  and 
some  boxes  of  clothing. 

On  the  day  the  ship  set  sail  on  the  long  voyage  to  Amer¬ 
ica,  the  Rev.  Henry  Smith  had  accompanying  him  on  his 
great  adventure,  his  wife,  Dorothy.  She  was  his  second  wife, 
as  he  had  lost  his  first  wife,  who  must  have  died  early,  for 
even  her  name  is  not  mentioned.  In  his  wife  Dorothy’s  arms 
must  have  been  carried  her  baby  girl  named  for  her  mother, 
for  her  birth  date  is  recorded  as  1636.  On  the  ship  with 
their  father  also  were  two  other  daughters,  (names  not  given) 
and  a  son,  Peregrine,  a  child  of  his  first  marriage.  Beside 
the  wife,  a  son  and  the  three  daughters,  there  were  several 
men-servants  and  maid-servants,  who  composed  the  house¬ 
hold  of  the  Rev.  Henry  Smith  enroute  to  America,  and  who 
waved  farewell  forever  to  their  old  home-land  of  England.' 

The  details  of  the  voyage  are  unknown,  but  they  must 
have  been  upon  the  sea  for  weeks  and  weeks,  before  they 
landed  safely  on  the  shores  of  Massachusetts.  They  pro- 
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ceeded  shortly  to  Watertown  upon  the  Charles  River  where 
they  seem  to  have  remained  for  more  than  a  year.  But  they 
must  have  been  anxious  to  join  the  Puritans  in  Connecticut, 
who.  had  proceeded  them  to  America  from  the  Cambridge 
section  in  England,  and  among  whom  they  probably  hoped  to 
find,  friends.  And  so  in  1638,  they  moved  down  into  Con¬ 
necticut  along  an  Indian  trail,  that  had  already  been  made 
into  a  good  path  by  a  large  company  of  settlers,  who  in  1635 
composed  the  first  colony  in  the  state.  There  were  sixtv 
persons  in  all  in  that  first  settlement  named  Wethersfield, 
whom  the  Smiths  joined  in  1638  and  with  whom  they  were 
happy  to  remain,  and  make  their  home. 

Upon  their  arrival  there,  the  Rev.  Henry  Smith  found 
the  people  without  a  pastor.  So  he  must  have  taken  over  the 
duties  at  once,  and  became  “Ye  firste  settled  pastor  of  ye 
firste  settled  church  at  Wethersfield”,  though  he  was  not 
regularly  appointed  for  three  years  later.  He  was  already 
residing  there  when  the  town  was  laid  out  and  the  land  ap¬ 
portioned  to  the  different  settlers.  He  received  his  allotment 
of  land  like  the  ethers.  In  Vol.  I,  Page  150  of  Stiles’  history, 
it  is  said  that  Rev.  Henry  Smith’s  house  in  Wethersfield  was 
on  the  corner  bounded  west  by  High  Street  and  east  by  the 
Meeting-House  square.  Stiles  also  says  that  it  was  not  until 
1641  that  Wethersfield  became  possessed  of  a  settled  minister 
in  the  person  of  the  Rev.  Henry  Smith,  who  is  described  as 
“a  gentleman  of  good  family,  and  one  who  was  the  Patriarch 
of  one  of  the  best  sustained  and  accomplished  families  in  New 
England  is  entitled  to  our  regard  as  a  gentlemen  of  uncommon 
culture,  refinement  and  firmness”.  This  second  date  of  his 
becoming  the  pastor  of  the  church  probably  was  the  time 
when  he  was  formally  chosen  as  the  minister  of  the  church. 

During  the  following  twelve  years  that  he  resided  at 
Wethersfield,  his  family  was  increased  by  the  birth  of  four 
other  children.  Of  these,  a  son  named  Noah,  died  young,  a 
daughter  named  Joanna  grew  to  womanhood  and  married 
Phillip  Russell  of  Hadley,  Massachusetts,  but  she  left  no  chil¬ 
dren.  Another  daughter,  Elizabeth,  married  the  son  of  Lieut. 
Samuel  Smith  (no  relation  of  the  family).  Of  this  union  we 
have  no  record.  Dorothy,  the  girl  who  had  crossed  the  ocean 
as  a  baby,  married  John  Blakeman  and  had  three  sons.  Of 
all  the  children  of  the  Rev.  Henry,  only  one  son,  Samuel 
Smith,  born  at  Wethersfield,  grew  to  manhood,  married  and 
had  children  to  carry  the  name  and  the  line  of  the  Rev.  Henry 
down  into  posterity’.  For  his  son  Peregrine,  who  had  come 


[17] 


stdrfw  tovfH  zohndl  froqu  tswofa&i*  oi  'tlhoda  bsei 
ftoDi*3»n  oD  nr  Mhtfiii.  tc*  ni<-:  ei  x  n  *!  ’*«  *rt  isrrr. 

wiftoW  enwn  !*•  tort  iflfft  at  If/  ni  wioroq 

a  il> 

T9  ai.  r<r  eatrit  to  to  .1 . <jo .  <1 he!.;  ot 

",  ri  b:  /!.  l  if:i  *  1  >  %  J  c  !  • 

. 

it  tJ  j  i&o  fxir  ■>  i  t  aw  ->1  rr  /-.cf  ra»no)  6  ro 

■  Hr,  .-J;  jH  .•„•**' ,si/i- 4  •'  noli^ct  bob' 

.v  <n  ^cft  V.  ao*  >f  f  ni 

b*<  »,  it.H  $di  u  r  Oi  ■  o  .  .  ba  v  ,  -  aitnav  «** 

-.  v  if,  ?  pt  >  bar!  i:-  i  & i:  :  t  s  t-*ni  •  ua  *  fit  •:  to 
nwinojn  •  o  noiv.e  r,r  sb  rp  r  o  *  to^tMiT*  '  Bbgrtf 

to  tto;.  bno  aa  i/ff  .  gat  ruii  I  rn  rt  ms  tot  luJino 

srni  ‘*rij  y&N  y  ic  vjq  rfrudj  sdl  to  whi'  i  ?dl  3  rnooad 
>  rfi  to  19  •*  ,  11  maod >  xltomwt  «  risdw 

7,’oiio'l  <3ff  J  ^  7 

•iiftjo'x  birfi  ,-to  bsrrt'? ;  nr».  &  -  >t  f  K)  .1  nhfirfD  T9*1to 

ft  .in  b'ti  10  ..  1  1  c  k  Ji.m.  Ieunis3 

,»50  r  r  />-•>•?  f>  f  c  t  (  4  •>  •■••!<  G  .frfnwt  on  rvs.i 

■ 

CT£] 


over  with  him  died  unmarried,  and  of  the  son  Preserved, 
nothing  is  known.  But  the  two  older  daughters  who  had  made 
the  voyage,  married  in  New  England,  had  children  and  lived 
in  their  father’s  home  with  their  children  before  his  death. 
With  all  these  children  and  grandchildren  in  the  house,  one 
can  imagine  the  parsonage  at  Wethersfield  as  a  busy  and 
happy  home,  resounding  with  the  sweet  voices  and  joyous 
laughter  of  the  children.  Thus  the  Rev.  Henry  Smith  suc¬ 
cessfully  established  his  family  in  New  England  and  probably 
never  entertained  a  regret  that  he  had  taken  his  departure 
forever  from  old  England. 

That  the  character  of  our  Puritan  ancestor  was  one  of 
courage,  decision  and  force  has  already  been  proven  by  the 
account  of  his  life  already  given.  That  he  was  also  a  man 
full  of  kindness,  fairness  and  consideration  is  shown  by  a 
study  of  his  domestic  life,  and  also  is  illustrated  in  the  per¬ 
formance  of  his  duties  as  pastoral  nead  of  a  colonial  commu¬ 
nity.  Historical  accounts  describe  the  position  of  a  Puritan 
pastor  as  a  very  responsible  one.  Trumbull  in  his  history  of 
Connecticut,  says  that  the  Puritant  pastors  were  the  civil  and 
religious  Fathers  of  the  colonies,  especially  mentioning  the 
names  of  those,  who  went  as  the  heads  of  the  settlements  at 
Windson  and  Hartford.  He  gives  also  the  name  of  “Mr. 
Henry  Smith”  as  one  who  went  to  Wethersfield.  He  says 
that  the  pastors  used  their  ability  as  pillars  of  the  church, 
and  that  most  of  them  were  educated,  cultured  men.  They 
also  were  legislators  for  the  good  of  the  communities.  It  was 
usually  true  throughout  New  England  that  the  Puritan  pas¬ 
tors  were  literally  the  head  of  an  obedient  flock,  who  paid 
them  respect,  and  ordinarily  accepted  their  rulings  without 
question.  As  a  symbol  of  this  authority,  the  title  “Reverend” 
was  used.  It  is  said  that  the  Rev.  Henry  Smith  ruled  his 
people  with  a  firm  but  gentle  hand,  as  though  he  were  re¬ 
sponsible  to  God  for  his  acts” 

However,  as  all  life  is  checkered  with  lights  and  shadows, 
so  it  was  not  all  fair  sailing  for  the  Rev.  Henry  in  his  min¬ 
istry  at  Wetherefield.  It  turned  out  after  a  while,  that  sev¬ 
eral  restless  and  contentious  men  came  into  the  community 
and  into  his  church.  These  men  had  been  dismissed  from  the 
church  at  Watertown,  and  came  to  Wethersfield,  not  only 
creating  dissension  in  the  town,  but  carrying  it  into  the 
church.  They  found  fault  with  the  teachings  of  the  pastor, 
and  objected  to  his  rulings  in  the  community.  When  they 
came  to  see  him  with  complaints  about  others  in  the  church, 
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he  refused  to  listen  to  them,  saying  that  he  would  not  pun¬ 
ish  those  they  accused  of  infractions  of  church  rules.  It  must 
be  remembered  here  that  the  ducking  stool  was  used  in  New 
England  at  the  time.  Always  he  wrould  prefer  being  gentle 
and  kindly  toward  the  erring,  and  said  to  their  accusers,  that 
such  matters  were  for  the  erring  to  settle  with  their  Maker. 
This  policy  however,  did  not  please  the  turbulent  ones  who 
stirred  up  others  in  the  church  against  the  pastor.  There 
were  also  other  Puritans  who  believed  in  stern,  strict  disci¬ 
pline  who  sided  against  the  kindly  preacher. 

What  a  trial  and  disappointment  all  this  contention  must 
have  been  to  the  kindly  pastor,  whose  son  described  him  in 
later  years  in  a  letter  as  “A  scholarly  man  of  gentle  birth  and 
breeding,  a  persuasive  preacher  and  a  loyal  friend”.  But  mat¬ 
ters  grew  worse  and  worse,  and  he  was  accused  of  a  too  lib¬ 
eral  construction  of  Bible  doctrines.  But  through  it  all,  he 
stood  his  ground  and  refused  to  back  down  from  what  he 
thought  was  right  in  his  interpretation  of  the  Bible.  Finally 
he  was  brought  to  trial  before  the  General  Court  of  the  Col¬ 
ony. 

What  an  interesting  picture  that  trial  of  the  kindly  yet 
determined  Puritan  pastor  would  make  if  we  had  all  the  de¬ 
tails  of  the  scene.  Unfortunately  there  is  very  little  account 
of  that  trial,  except  that  the  persons  who  preferred  the  charges 
against  him  were  given  heavy  fines  for  being  false  accusers 
and  for  failing  to  prove  anything  against  him  in  their  prose¬ 
cution.  We  have  this  evidence  from  references  to  the  trial, 
which  appear  in  a  manuscript  written  about  a  century  later, 
that  the  charges  were  bsaed  mainly  upon  the  Tact  that  the 
Rev.  Henry  Smith  was  opposed  to  severity  in  church  disci¬ 
pline;  also  because  he  was  opposed  to  bringing  into  the  Con¬ 
necticut  colony  bribe  hypocricy,  which  was  made  possible  by 
a  law  restricting  to  church  members  the  right  of  sufferage 
in  town,  as  well  as  in  church  matters. 

The  following  extract  in  the  manual  of  the  First  Church 
of  Christ,  Wethersfield,  Connecticut,  relative  to  the  pastorate 
of  our  ancestor,  the  Rev.  Henry  Smith,  was  obtained  by  a 
member  of  the  Smith  family  who  formerly  resided  in  Mem¬ 
phis,  Mr.  David  Van  Court,  from  whom  it  was  secured  for  these 
pages  and  to  whom  we  return  thanks.,  “After  the  removal  of 
Messrs.  Denton,  Sherman  and  Prudden,  the  Rev.  Henry  Smith 
seems  to  have  been  the  only  remaining  minister  there.  He  is 
said  to  have  been  a  companion  of  the  earliest  settlers,  and 
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to  have  officiated  as  their  pastor,  but  for  reasons  not  given, 
to  have  temporarily  withdrawn.  Then  on  the  28th  day  of 
February,  1641,  the  church  in  Wethersfield  seems  to  have 
been  for  the  first  time  reglarly  organized  and  a  ruling  elder, 
Clement  Chaplin,  appointed.”  There  are  no  church  records 
of  the  period  extant,  but  the  following  circumstance  is  found 
in  the  records  of  the  town.  “The  number  of  members  which 
it  embodied  is  unknown.  Among  them  were  Joseph  Sherman, 
Joseph  Strickland,  Robert  Reynolds  and  James  Weed,  who 
had  been  regularly  dismissed  from  the  church  at  Watertown. 
Soon  after  the  Rev.  Henry  Smith’s  installation  some  restless 
spirits  began  to  visit  him  with  persecution,  until  the  contro¬ 
versy  became  at  last  so  violent  that  recourse  was  had  to  the 
General  Court  for  adjustment.  Their  committee  reported 
that  the  best  way  for  recovering  and  preserving  the  public 
peace  was  for  Rev.  Smith  to  lay  down,  his  place,  if  it  could  be 
done  according  to  God.  This  opinion  was  approved  by  the 
General  Court  and  a  copy  given  to  Mr.  Smith  for  his  answer 
with  the  request  that  if  it  was  not  satisfactory,  he  would 
point  some  other  course.  He  must  have  asked  for  a  trial,  for 
final  hearing  November  10,  1643,  resulted  in  Mr.  Smith’s  tri¬ 
umphant  acquittal  of  the  charges  brought  against  him,  and 
the  imposition  of  heavy  penalties  on  his  false  accusers,  among 
whom,  it  is  painful  to  record,  his  ruling  Elder,  Mr.  Chaplin, 
seems  to  have  been  most  conscipious.  After  this,  his  ministry 
must  have  continued  without  serious  interruption;  but  it  is 
thought  his  trials  preyed  upon  his  health  and  brought  him 
prmaturely  to  the  grave,  grieved  and  wearied  with  the  bur¬ 
dens  of  his  charge.  In  1648  laid  low  by  “ye  grate  fever” 
the  head  of  the  family  passed  into  the  great  beyond.  After 
his  death,  the  Rev.  John  Russell,  Jr.,  became  his  successor 
about  1650,  and  married  the  widow  of  the  Rev.  Henry  Smith. 

In  this  experience  the  records  reveal  our  Puritan  ances¬ 
tor  as  a  man  of  independent  thought  with  the  courage  of  his 
convictions.  But  withall,  he  seems  to  have  been  a  kindly 
man,  temporate  and  full  of  compassion  and  sympathy  for  the 
people  of  his  church. 

Fortunately  for  us  there  has  been  preserved  for  us  an 
intimate  picture’  of  this  man  in  an  authentic  record  of  a  frag¬ 
ment  of  an  old  letter,  written  about  1699  by  his  son,  Samuel 
Smith  of  Hadley,  Massachusetts,  to  his  son,  Icabod  Smith, 
who  was  then  residing  at  Suffield,  Connecticut.  This  letter 
was  copied  into  her  diary  by  a  young  woman,  named  Juliana 
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Smith,  one  of  the  family,  some  time  between  1779  and  1781, 
while  she  was  making  her  daily  notes.  She  writes  that  her 
Grandmother  Smith  gave  her  to  read  what  was  left  unburnt 
of  a  letter  to  her  great-grandfather  by  his  father,  Samuel 
Smith  which  she  was  permitted  to  copy.  The  Bible  in  which 
this  letter  was  kept  was  found  still  smouldering  after  the 
great  fire  at  her  grandfather’s  house  at  Suffield.  It  is  a 
fortunate  thing  that  Juliana  Smith  incorporated  this  partially 
burnt  letter  in  her  journal.  Thus  it  was  preserved  129  years 
after  it  was  written,  making  it  possible  for  Helen  Evertson 
Smith  in  1900  to  publish  it  in  her  book,  Colonial  Days  and 
Ways,  for  our  benefit,  239  years  after  its  writing.  By  per¬ 
mission  of  Dr,  Appleton-Century  Company  this,  letter  is  again 
reproduced  here  for  the  benefit  of  all  those  who  may  not  have 
access  to  her  book. 

Fragment  of  letter,  written!  about  1699,  by  Samuel  Smith 
to  his  son  Ichabod  Smith: 

“Hadley,  Massachusetts  Colony 
Jan.  ye  Firste,  1698-99 

“My  Dear  &  Dutiful  Son: . I  was  of  so  tender  an  age 

at  the  death  of  my1  beloved  Father  that  I  am  possessed  of  but 
little  of  the  Information  for  which  you  seek.  My  Reverend 
Father  was  an  ordained  Minister  of  Ye  Gospelle,  educate  at 
Cambridge  in  England  &  came  to  yis  Land  by  reason  of  ye 
Great  Persecution  by  which  ye  infamous  Archbishop  Laud 
and  ye  Black  Tom  Tyrante,  (as  Mr.  Russel  was  always  wont 
to  call  ye  Earl  of  Straff orde,  did  cause  ye  reign  of  his  majestic 
Charles  ye  First  to  loose  favor  in  ye  sight  of  ye  people  of 
England.  My  Father  &  Mother  came  over  in  1636-37,  firste 
to  Watertown  which  is  neare  Boston,  &  after  a  yeare  or  two 
to  Weathersfield  on  ye  great  River,  where  he  became  ye  firste 
settled  Pastor. 

“Concerning  of  ye  earlie  days  I  can  remember  but  little 
save  hardships.  My  Parents  had  broughte  bothe  Men  and 
Maid  Servants  from  England,  but  ye  Maids  tarried  not  but 
till  they  got  Married,  ye  wch  was  shortly,  for  there  was  great 
scarcity  of  Women  in  ye  Colonies.  Ye  men  did  abide  better. 
Onne  of  em  had  married  onne  of  my  Mother’s  Maids  &  they  did 
come  with  us  to  Weathersfield  to  our  grate  Comforte  for  some 
Yeares,  until  they  had  many  littel  onnes  of  theire  Owne.  I 
do  well  remember  ye  Face  &  Figure  of  my  Honoured  Father. 
He  was  5  foote,  10  inches  talle,  &  spare  of  builde,  tho  not 
lean.  He  was  as  active  as  ye  Red  Skin  Men  &  sinewy.  His 
delighte  was  in  sportes  of  strength  &  withe  his  owne  Hands 
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he  did  heipe  to  rear  bothe  our  owtte  House  &  ye  firste  Meet¬ 
ing  House  of  Weathersfield,  wherein  he  preacht  yeares  too 
fewe.  He  was  well  Featured  &  Fresh  favored  with  faire  Skin 
&  longe  curling  Hair  (as  near  all  of  us  have  had)  with  a 
merrie  eye  and  swete  smilings  Mouthe  tho  he  could  frowne 
sternlie  en’  when  need  was. 

“Ye  firste  Meeting  House  was  solid  mayde  to  withstande 
ye  wicked  onslauts  of  ye  Red  Skins.  Its  foundation  was  laid 
in  ye  feare  of  ye  Lord  but  its  Walls  was  truly  laide  in  feare  of 
ye  Indians,  for  many  and  grate  was  ye  Terrors  of  them.  I 
do  mind  me  y’t  alle  ye  able-bodyed  men  did  work  thereat,  & 
ye  olde  &  feeble  did  watch  in  turns  to  espie  if  any  Savages 
was  in  hiding  neare  &  every  man  keept  his  Musket  nighe  his 
hande.  I  do  not  myself  remember  any  of  ye  Attacks  mayde 
by  large  bodeys  of  Indians  whilst  we  did  remayne  in  Weath¬ 
ersfield,  but  did  ofttimes  hear  of  them.  Several  families 
wch  did  live  back  a  ways  from  ye  River  was  either  Murdert 
or  Captivated  in  my  Boyhood  &  we  all  did  live  in  constant 
feare  of  ye  like.  My  Father  ever  declardt  there  would  not 
be  so  much  to  feare  iff  ye  Red  Skins  was  treated  with  suche 
mixture  of  Justice  and  Authority  as  they  cld  understand,  but 
if  he  was  living  now  he  must  see  that  wee  can  do  naught  but 
fight  them  &  that  right  heavily. 

“After  ye  Red  Skins  ye  grate  Teror  of  our  lives  at 
Weathersfield  &  for  many  yeares  after  we  had  moved  to  Had¬ 
ley  to  live,  was  ye  Wolves.  Catamounts  was  bad  eno’  &  so  was 
ye  Beares,  but  it  was  yhe  Wolves  yt  was  ye  worst.  The  noyes 
of  theyre  howlings  was  eno’  to  curdle  ye  blood  of  ye  stoutest 
&  I  have  never  seen  ye  man  yt  did  not  shiver  at  ye  sound  of 
a  pack  of  em.  What  wth  ye  way  we  hated  em  &  ye  gode  money 
yt  was  offered  for  theyre  Heads  we  do  not  heare  em  so  much, 
but  when  I  do  I  feel  again  ye  young  hatred  rising  in  my 
Bloode,  &  it  is  not  a  Sin  because  God  mayde  em  ot  be  hated. 
My  Mother  &  Sister  did  each  of  them  kill  more  yan  one  of 
ye  gray  Howlers  and  once  my  oldest  Sister  shot  a  Beare  yt 
came  too  neare  the  House.  He  was  a  goode  Fatte  onne  & 
keept  us  all  in  meate  for  a  goode  while.  I  guess  one  of  her 
Daughters  has  got  ye  skinne. 

“As  most  of  ye  Weathersfield  Settlers  did  come  afoote 
throu  ye  Wilderness  &  brought  with  em  such  Things  only  as 
they  did  nede  at  ye  first,  ye  other  Things  was  sent  round  from 
Boston  in  Vessels  to  come  up  ye  River  to  us.  Some  of  ye 
shippes  did  come  safe  to  Weathersfield,  but  many  was  lost 
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in  a  grate  storm.  Amongst  them  was  onne  wch  held  alle  our 
Bestte  Things.  A  goode  many  yrs  later,  long  after  my  Father 
had  died  of  ye  grate  Fever  &  my  Mother  had  married  Mr. 
Russel  and  moved  to  Hadley,  it  was  found  yt  somme  of  our 
things  had  been  saved  &  keep  in  ye  fort  wch  is  by  ye  River’s 
Mouthe,  and  they  was  brought  to  us.  Most  of  em  was  spoiled 
with  Sea  Water  &  Moule,  especially  ye  books  (Foot-note  by 
Juliana:  “My  Father  hath  one  of  these  books.  The  vision 
of  Piers  Polwman.  It  is  so  ruinated  with  damp  and  mould  yt 
no  one  can  read  ye  whole  of  it.”)  &  ye  Plate.  Of  this  there 

was  no  grate  store,  only  ye  Tankard,  wch  I  have,  and  some 
spoones  divided  amongst  my  Sisters  wch  was  alle  so  black  it 
was  long  before  any  could  come  to  its  ,owrn  colous  agen,  & 
Mr.  Russel  did  opine  yt  had  it  not  been  so  it  might  not  have 
found  us  agen,  but  he  was  sometimes  a  littel  shorte  of  ye 
Charity  wch  thinketh  no  Evil,  at  ye  least  I  was  wont  to  think 
so  when  his  hand  was;  too  heavy  on  my  Shoulders  &  I  remem¬ 
bered  ye  sweetnesses  and  ye  Charity  of  my  firste  Father,  but 
on  ye  whole  said  he  was  a  goode  man  &  did  well  by  my  Mother 
and  her  children,  &  no  doubt  we  did  often  try  his  wit  &  his 
temper,  but  it  was  in  his  houe  y’t’ 

“Here,”  writes  the  copyist,  “there  is  a  break” — probably 
where  the  sheets  of  the  original  had  been  burned. 

No  account  of  our  worthy  ancestor,  Rev.  Henry  Smith, 
can  be  concluded  without  reference  to  his  last  will  and  testa¬ 
ment,  made  some  time  before  his  death.  It  is  not  clothed  in 
legal  terms  but  written  by  his  own  hand  in  a  simple  manner 
expressing  the  loving  kindness  of  a  husband  and  the  devotion 
of  a  father.  It  also  illustrates  his  consecration  as  a  son  of  God 
to  his  Heavenly  Father.  In  considering  the  remarkable  char¬ 
acter  of  this  will,  Miss  Edith  Buhler  relates,  that  once  a  dis¬ 
tinguished  journalist,  making  a  collection  of  notable  wills  of 
historic  persons,  requested  the  use  of  it  in  his  article  as  onb 
of  the  most  remarkable  wills  he  had  ever  seen.  In  it,  Rev. 
Henry  makes  disposition  with  loving  consideration  of  his 
slender  worldly  wealth,  while  still  in  health  of  body  and 
soundness  of  mind,  planning  for  the  future  for  his  dear  wife 
and  children,  knowing  full  well  all  the  hardships  and  trials 
they  would  face  without  him.  He  had  not  grown  rich  in 
earthly  goods,  for  there  was  only  a  little  more  than  370 
pounds  in  money  to  keep  them.  In  addition  some  lands,  books, 
silver  plate  and  pewter.  But  all  that  he  had,  he  bequeathed 
so  graciously  and  apportioned  so  justly  that  one  feels  im¬ 
pressed  with  the  greatness  and  magnanimity  of  his  loving 
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heart.  The  closing  paragraph  shows  the  close  relation  which 
existed  at  this  time  between  him  as  pastor  and  his  flock. 
“And  I  desire  the  Church  whose  servant  I  now  am,  to  take 
the  care  and  oversight  of  my  family,  that  they  may  be 
brought  up  in  the  true  fear  of  God,  and  see  that  this,  my  wTill, 
be  faithfully  performed.  In  witness  whereof,  I  have  sub¬ 
scribed  my  name,  the  8th  day  of  May,  1648. 

Having  considered  the  disposition  of  his  outward  estate 
which  he  valued  but  very  little,  his  profession  of  faith  and 
spiritual  heritage  he  estimated  of  incalculable  value.  He  was 
persuaded  of  God  ’s  unchangeable  love  and  good  will  both  in 
life  and  death,  as  well  as  for  himself  as  for  all  his  descend¬ 
ants  after  him,  according  to  his  Covenant  with  God.  To  all 
who  came  after  him,  he  left  the  remarkable  heritage  of  the 
blessing  of  this  Covenant,  made  between  him  and  his  God,  to 
Whom  he  had  long  before  pledged  unchangeable  service  and 
devotion.  In  return  for  his  devotion  he  had  received  the 
assurance,  “I  am  thy  God  and  of  thy  Seede  after  thee”.  And 
so,  all  down  through  the  centuries,  this  covenant  has  stood 
and  this  promise,  “I  am  the  God  of  thy  Seede  forever”,  has 
been  the  heritage  of  his  children.  Thus  also  will  it  continue 
to  stand  all  down  through  the  ages  to  come,  for  all  those  of 
future  generations  who  wish  to  claim  the  priceless  privileges 
of  our  forefather’s  Covenant  with  his  God. 

Chart  of  Family  of  Reverend  Henry  Smith  and  His  First 
Wife  and  Second  Wife,  Dorothy:  / 

Family  No.  1: 

1.  Peregrine — son  of  first  wife,  died  unmarried. 

2.  Daughter — daughter  of  first  wife,  married,  had  chil¬ 
dren  before  father’s  death. 

3.  Daughter — daughter  of  first  wife,  married,  had  chil¬ 
dren  before  father’s  death. 

4.  Preserved — son — died  unmarried. 

t/  By  Second  Wife:  Dorothy — born  1611  -  died  1694. 

5.  Dorothy — born  1636,  died  1706,  married  1653. 

Children : 

(a)  John  Blakeman 

(b)  Ebenezer  Blakeman 

(c)  Joseph  Blakeman 
married  later 

Francis-  Hall 
Mark  Sension 

H  •(  ^  Deacon  Isaac  Moore 
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6.  Samuel — born  1638  Wethersfield  (Family  II) 

7.  Joanna — born  1641,  died  1664,  married  Philip  Russell 
(a)  Joanna  Russell — born  1664,  died  1664. 

8.  Noah — born  1643  or  1644,  died  before  his  Father. 

9.  Elizabeth — born  1648,  married  Lieut.  Samuel  Smith, 
son  of  Lieut.  Samuel  Smith  “Felsmonger”. 
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CHAPTER  V 


Descendants  of  Rev.  Henry  Smith: 

First  Four  Generations 

Turning  from  the  study  of  the  original  founder  of  our 
family,  an  investigation  of  his  descendants  in  America  will 
follow,  particularly  the  development  of  the  Southern  branch 
of  the  family,  which  during  the  last  quarter  of  the  eighteenth 
century  became  established  in  Mississippi  and  later  in  Loui- 
isiana. 

Reference  has  already  been  made  to  the  only  son  of  the 
Rev.  Henry  Smith  who  lived  to  carry  on  the  name,  Samuel 
Smith  I,  the  writer  of  the  old  letter  quoted  above.  This  pro¬ 
genitor  next  claims  our  attention.  He  was  born  in  1638  or 
1639  at  Wethersfield,  soon  after  the  settlement  of  the  family 
in  Connecticut.  He  was  only  ten  years  old  at  the  death  of  his 
father,  too  young  to  be  of  much  assistance  to  his  mother.  So, 
upon  her  marriage  the  next  year  to  Mr.  Russell,  Samuel  came 
under  a  severer  discipline  than  he  had  known  before.  Of  this, 
he  wrote  in  the  old  letter,  that  his  stepfather’s  hand  was  oft 
too  heavy  upon  his  shoulders,  while  he  remembered  lovingly, 
“ye  Sweetness  and  charity  of  my  firste  Father”.  But  he 
seems  not  to  have  resented  the  thrashings  that  he  got  but 
grew  up  to  be  a  man  with  a  character  similar  to  that  of  his 
own  father,  strong  but  kind,  stable,  dominant  but  always  a 
staunch  gentle  friend.  He  married  early,  sometime  near 
1652,  for  in  1666  he  was  residing  with  his  family  at  North¬ 
hampton,  Masachusetts.  When  in  1680  his  stepfather  died 
and  his  mother  was  left  alone  at  Hadley,  Massachusetts, 
where  she  had  gone  to  live  after  her  second  marriage,  he 
moved  then  to  Hadley  with  his  family  to  be  with  his  mother 
and  care  for  her,  which  he  did  until  her  death,  thus  showing 
a  devoted,  unselfish  love  for  her.  Samuel  Smith  I  does  not 
seem  to  have  been  a  minister  but  whatever  his  occupation,  he 
was  sufficiently  prominent  in  1652  to  marry  into  the  family 
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of  one  of  the  founders  of  Hartford,  Connecticut,  whose  name 
is  engraved  with  those  of  other  founders  and  pioneers  of 
Hartford  on  the  Hartford  monument  in  that  city.  This  wife 
of  Samuel  I  was  Mary  Ensign,  daughter  of  James  Ensign, 
who  lived  in  Hartford.  However,  Samuel’s  work  must  have 
been  chiefly  in  Northampton,  Massachusetts,  where  most  of 
their  children  were  born  and  reared  and  where  they  resided 
for  eighteen  years  until  he  left  to  stay  with  his  aged  mother. 
He  lived  to  be  sixty-five  years  old,  died  at  Hadley  and  was 
probably  buried  there  near  his  mother. 

Chart  II :  Children  of  Samuel  Smith  I  and  Mary  Ensign, 

Family  II. 

1.  Samuel  Smith  II,  deacon,  born  before  1653,  died 
1723  at  Suffield,  Massachusetts,  married  Joanna 
McLathlin. 

2.  Sara  Smith,  born  before  her  father  moved  to 
Northampton,  married  1684,  to  John  Lawrence. 

3.  Doothy  Smith,  baptised  1667,  Northampton, 
Massachusetts,  married  William  Rocker. 

4.  Ebenezer  Smith  I,  born  1668,  maried  1693  Sarah 
Huxley,  died  1728. 

(Family  III) 

5.  Icabod  Smith,  born  1670,  married  about  1692 
Mary  Huxley  (large  family). 

6.  Mary  Smith,  born  1637,  married  James  Barnes 
1696. 

7.  James  Smith,  born  1675,  married  Elizabeth 
Smith  (large  family  in  New  England.) 

8.  Preserved  Smith,  born  1677,  maried  Mary  Smith, 
died  1713  (large  family,  many  distinguished 
preachers. 

From  the  above  chart,  it  wil  be  seen  that  the  descendants 
of  the  Rev.  Henry  Smith  increased  in  numbers  with  the  five 
sons  and  three  daughters  of  Samuel  Smith  I  and  his  wife 
Mary  Ensign.  These  sons  and  daughters  lived  their  lives 
during  the  last  decades  of  the  17th  century,  the  last  one 
Preserved  Smith  and  Ebenezer  lived  on  into  and  died  in  the 
18th  century.  The  names  of  these  five  sons  of  Samuel  I  are 
all  given  in  the  charts  contained  in  Stiles’  History  as  shown 
above. 

Before  pursuing  the  record  of  our  Southern  lines  com¬ 
ing  from  Ebenezer  I,  it  will  be  interesting  here  to  consider 
for  a  brief  interval  the  accounts  describing  some  of  the  dis¬ 
tinguished  men  and  women  who  belong  in  the  branches  of  the 
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four  brothers  of  Ebenezer  i,  sons  of  Samuel  I. 

From  the  third  son,  Icabod,  came  Samuel  III,  whose  sons, 
Rev.  Cotton  Matthew  Smith  of  Sharon,  Connecticut,  became 
prominent  for  half  a  century  as  a  minister.  He  was  grad¬ 
uated  from  Yale  College  in  1751.  He  originated  the  Ver- 
gennes  Congregational  Church  in  1793.  During  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  War,  he  was  chaplain  in  the  army.  For  fuller  ac¬ 
counts  of  this  worthy  grandson  of  the  Rev.  Henry  Smith,  see 
Sprague’s  Annals  of  the  American  Pulpit,  Sedgwick’s  His¬ 
tory  of  Sharon,  Connecticut  and  also  Colonial  Days  and  Ways. 
His  son,  John  Cotton  Smith,  graduated  from  Yale  in  1765, 
became  Governor  of  Connecticut  from  1813  to  1817,  and  was 
also  a  member  of  the  United  States  Congress  from  1800  to 
1806.  He  was  president  of  the  American  Board  of  Commis¬ 
sion  for  Foreign  Missions  and  of  the  American  Bible  Society. 

Dr.  Simeon  Smith,  another  grandson  of  Icabod  Smith, 
represents  the  more  practical,  industrious,  ambitious  nature 
of  the  Smiths.  He  was  a  physician  and  surgeon  graduated 
in  medicine  from  Edinburgh,  Scotland.  At  that  time,  this 
was  an  unusual  achievement  for  an  American.  He  began  the 
practice  of  medicine  in  Sharon,  Connecticut  when  he  was  only 
twenty-three  years  old.  He  kept  up  with  all  that  was  best 
and  newest  in  medicine  and  surgery  by  correspondence  and 
by  getting  latest  books  from  Europe.  He  wras  also  a  success¬ 
ful  drug  merchant,  both  wholesale  and  retail,  importing  his 
goods  directly  from  London,  Edinburgh  and  Amsterdam  and 
supplying  smaller  dealers  from  Albany  to  New  Haven.  He 
practically  monopolized  the  field  of  professional  medical  con¬ 
sultation  in  the  region  from  the  Hudson  River  to  the  Connec¬ 
ticut  River  and  for  twenty  miles  north  and  south  of  Sharon. 
He  was  also  a  real  estate  dealer  and  was  able  to  equip  a  com¬ 
pany  at  his  own  expense  during  the  Revolutionary  War  and 
had  them  put  into  service  in  the  Long  Island  and  Westchester 
campaign  of  1776.  The  dream  he  did  not  live  to  realize  was 
the  founding  of  a  medical  college  and  hospital  in  Connecticut. 
But  as  a  shining  example  of  the  indomitable  spirit  of  the 
family  and  of  its  energy  and  enterprise,  this  man,  Dr.  Simeon 
Smith  of  Revolutionary  days,  stands  high  in  the  ranks. 

From  another  son  of  Samuel  I,  Preserved  Smith,  we  find 
an  interesting  character  in  his  son,  Chileab,  born  1704,  died 
1800,  aged  ninety-six,  the  third  male  settler  of  Ashfield,  Mas¬ 
sachusetts.  He  had  twelve  children,  and  when  he  was  eighty 
years  old,  he  was  ordained  by  his  sons  as  a  Baptist  minister, 
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after  he  and  his  wife  and  his  family  had  embraced  the  Bap¬ 
tist  faith,  and  he  had  established  the  first  Baptist  church  in 
that  part  of  the  colony  of  Massachusetts.  A  few  years  later 
a  Congregational  church  wras  also  established  there,  and  ac¬ 
cording  to  Colonial  laws,  these  Baptists  like  all  other  people, 
were  taxed  to  support  the  new  church.  The  Smiths  refused 
to  be  taxed.  Therefore,  400  acres  of  their  land  was  sold  for 
the  debt,  and  even  his  apple  trees  were  taken  up  and  sold. 
Then  the  fight  began.  For  eight  or  ten  years  he  made  writs 
to  the  General  Court  in  Boston  to  obtain  redress,  but  all  in 
vain,  until  in  1770  they  had  the  matter  brought  before  the 
King  of  England.  In  six  months  a  Royal  order  was  issued 
releasing  his  property.  The  record  says  that  this  Chileab 
Smith  was  the  most  noted  man  of  his  generation  in  all  that 
section  of  the  colony.  In  the  French  and  Indians  war  of  1753 
he  built  a  stockade  nine  rods  square  around  his  house,  where¬ 
in  he  kept  a  guard  on  duty  day  and  night.  It  is  reported) 
that  in  1850  his  posterity  numbered  among  twelve  ministers 
and  five  wives  of  other  ministers.  This  departure  from  the 
old  Presbyterian  belief  of  the  family  is  in  keping  with  the  re¬ 
volt  of  the  Rev.  Henry  Smith  against  the  established  church 
of  England.  From  this  Chileab  Smith  also  came  that  illus¬ 
trious  benefactor  of  education  for  women  in  New  England, 
Mary  Lyons,  the  founder  of  Mt.  Holyoke  College.  Also  Sophia 
Smith,  founder  of  Smith  College,  Northampton,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  was  a  descendant  of  Lieut.  Samuel  Smith,  the  “Fels- 
monger”,  whose  son  Samuel,  marired  Elizabeth  Smith,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  Rev.  Henry  Smith.  This  connection  has  never  been 
fully  traced  however. 

Another  descendant  of  Rev.  Preserved  Smith  was  a  Uni¬ 
tarian  minister  at  Rome,  Massachusetts,  for  forty  years.  He 
was  also  a  Revolutionary  soldier  in  five  campaigns  and  was 
present  at  Burgoyne’s  surrender.  He  graduated  from  Brown 
University.  Another  grandson  graduated  from  Amherst  Col¬ 
lege  in  1869.  Another  graduated  from  Lane  Theological  Sem¬ 
inary  and  had  three  years’  travel  and  study  abroad.  This 
Rev.  Henry  Preserved  Smith  was  afterwards  appointed  pro¬ 
fessor  of  Hebrew  and  Old  Testament  Exegesis  in  Lane  Semi¬ 
nary.  Because  he  was  unwiling  to  say  that  the  Scriptures 
are  absolutely  free  from  human  error,  he  was  tried  and  sus¬ 
pended  from  the  ministry  for  heresy.  Thus  the  Herrez  and 
Smith  instinct  for  freedom  of  thought  and  action  manifested 
its  presence  in  the  lives  of  many  of  the  descendants  of  the 
Rev.  Henry  Smith.  v 

Another  branch,  that  of  Israel  Smith,  sent  some  pioneers 
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up  into  Vermont,  and  one  of  these  later  became  governor  of 
the  state.  In  fact,  all  the  children,  the  four  sons  and  three 
daughters  of  Samuel  I  and  Mary  Ensign,  made  large  contri¬ 
butions  to  the  population  of  the  New  England  states,  especial¬ 
ly  in  Connecticut,  Massachusetts  and  Vermont.  Later  they 
went  down  into  New  York.  Today  their  descendants  are  scat¬ 
tered  all  over  the  Eastern  states  and  the  Middle;  West. 

However  sucessful  and  full  of  progress  these  New  Eng¬ 
landers  may  have  been,  it  is  in  the  fourth  child  of  Samuel  I 
and  Mary  Ensign  that  the  Southern  branch  is  interested.  Be¬ 
cause  it  was  through  Ebenezer  I,  the  second  son  and  his  son 
Ebenezer  II  that  the  Southern  branch  of  the  family  was  de¬ 
veloped  and  was  transplanted  to  the  South.  Therefore,  this 
line  will  be,  exclusively  followed.  Ebenezer  I  lived  in  Suffield 
most  of  his  life,  and  died  there  September,  1728,  at  sixty  years 
of  age.  Born  1668 — married  1693  to  Sarah  Huxley  of  Suf¬ 
field,  Connecticut,  daughter  of  Thomas  Huxley  and  widow  of 
James  Barlow. 

The  charts  of  the  Ebenezer  I  and  Ebenezer  II  families 
are  as  follows : 

Chart  III — Children  of  Ebenezer  I  and  Sarah  Huxley. 

Family  III 

1.  Sarah — born  1694,  maried  1714  to  John  Barker. 

2.  Dorothy — born  at  Hadley,  1696. 

3.  Ebenezer  II — born  at  Suffield,  1699,  married 
Christiana  Owen  about  1725.  Founder  of  main 
branch  of  Suffield  Smiths  (Family  IV) 

4.  Nathaniel — born  1701  at  Suffield. 

5.  Joanna — born  1703. 

6.  Joanna — born  1705. 

7.  Dorcas — born  1707. 

8.  Mary — born  1710,  died  1711. 

9.  Mary — born  1713,  died  1716. 

Chart  IV — Children  of  Ebenezer  Smith  II  and  Christiana 
Owen. 

Family  IV : 

Ebenezer  II  (Ebenezer  3,  Samuel  2,  Rev.  Henry  1)  and 

Christiana  Owen 

1.  Jedediah  (Rev. — corn  or  1727,  died  1776, 

married  Sarah  Cook  (Fa-^ly  II  of  Southern 
Smiths). 

2.  Asa — born  1729. 

3.  Christiana — born  1731,  died  1732. 
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G. 


Eoenezer  ill — born  1733. 

Christiana — born  1734,  died  1737. 

Eliakirn — born  1735. 

Einathun — born  1737,  maried 
(Family  i  of  Southern  Smiths). 


Hannah  3'  ies 


8. 

9. 

10. 


:-buion. 


Elijah — born  174' 


Dorcas — bor^  ,-j. 


„s»..ve  chart  of  the  family  of  Ebenezer  Hr  the 
ames  of  the  two  sons,  Ehathuvi  and  Jedediah,  are  particuiar- 
,r  interesting  to  u*.  because  they  were  the  two  pioneers  who 
■ft.  New  England  with  their  families,  -nd  emigrating  to  the 
[ississip-pi  territory,  established  their  branches  oi  the  family 
i  the  South.  From  this  point  in  our  record  we  leave  the  de- 
elopment  of  the  family  in  New  England  and  the  east  and 
orfch,  and  restrict  our  investigation  to  the  lines  of  Elnathan 
nd  Jedeuiah  in  their  new  home  in  the  Missisippi  Territory. 
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CHAPTER  VI 


Emigration  of  Elnathan  Smith  Branch: 

His  Family  Chart 

Elnathan  though  much  younger  than  Jedediah,  was  the 
first  to  make  the  change  and  move  south.  Influenced  by  a 
man  named  Thaddeus  Lyman,  who  had  secured  land  grants 
in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  who  was  organizing  a  party 
of  emigrants  to  settle  these  lands,  he  joined  the  party  and  in 
1773  set  sail  for  the  Missisippi  territory.  At  a  place  forty 
five  miles  below  Natchez  on  the  river,  later  called  Fort  Adams, 
they  landed,  and  staked  off  their  grants  secured  from  Thad¬ 
deus  Lyman.  Making  a  success  of  his  crops  the  first  year, 
Elnathan  before  long  began  writing  to  his  relatives  in  the 
East,  giving  glowing  accounts  of  his  new  home;  stating  the 
resources  and  advantages  of  his  new  location.  He  urged  Jede¬ 
diah  to  join  him,  bringing  with  him  Elnathan’s  wife,  Hannah 
Bates,  and  his  two  daughters,  whom  he  had  left  in  New  Eng¬ 
land  in  Jedediah’s  care. 

In  the  spring  of  the  next  year  Elnathan’s  wife  and  daugh¬ 
ters  embarked  with  the  family  of  the  Rev.  Jedediah  on  their 
long  voyage  to  the  Mississippi  Territory  to  rejoin  their  hus¬ 
band  and  father.  But  the  journey  was  so  long  and  difficult 
that  they  did  not  arrive  until  September,  and  then,  too  late 
to  rejoin  the  dear  one  who  had  been  awaiting  their  coming. 
Upon  their  arival  they  found  that  Elnathan  Smith  had  al¬ 
ready  died  and  was  buried.  Of  this  branch  of  the  family  who 
first  emigrated  into  the  South,  only  Elnathan’s  wife,  Hannah 
Bates  Smith,  and  his  two  daughters,  Edith  and  Eunice  Smith, 
remained  to  carry  on  their  line.  The  two  girls  were  nine  and 
five  years  old  when  they  came  in  1776  with  their  uncle  to 
Mississippi.  They  lived  near  Natchez  with  their  relatives  of 
the  Jedediah  Smith  famiiy.  There  they  also  spent  their  girl¬ 
hood  and  mingled  in  the  life  of  the  town,  which  was  the  larg¬ 
est  social  and  economic  center  of  the  Southwest  at  that  time. 
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The  Smiths  probably  met  many  strangers,  American  and  Eng¬ 
lish  people  coming  into  the  new  territory  as  setlers.  Many 
of  these  were  men  of  influence  and  means.  Some  took  up 
land  grants  farther  south.  The  two  girls,  Eunice  and  Edith, 
made  successful  marriages  with  two  of  these,  and  moved  into 
the  Louisiana  territory  which  was  being  opened  up  at  that 
time.  Edith  married  John  Buhler.  Eunice  marired  Thomas 
Lilly.  The  genealogy  of  these  branches  follow. 

In  1788  Edith  Smith  married  John  Christian  Buhler  who 
had  received  a  large  land  grant  from  the  Spanish  government 
across  the  state  line  in  Louisiana,  called  afterwards  Buhler’s 
Plains.  Here  her  husband  built  a  substantial  home,  where 
Edith’s  mother  probably  lived  with  her,  and  where  two  chil¬ 
dren  were  born  and  reared — John  Christian  Buhler  II  and 
Margaret  Buhler.  Near  their  home  the  Buhlers  built  a  church 
which  they  kept  and  maintained  themselves.  This  church 
still  exists  as  an  active  unit  even  today,  though  the  building 
itself  may  have  long  since  been  changed.  It  is  supported  by 
descendants  of  the  family  who  still  live  near  the  church.  On 
the  outside  of  the  door,  one  reads  as  one  drives  down  High¬ 
way  61  toward  Baton  Rouge,  “Plains  Presbyterian  Church”. 
This  establishment  of  a  church  for  worship  near  their  home 
shows  how  deeply  the  early  religious  training  of  their  Puri¬ 
tan  progenitor  was  embedded  in  the  hearts  of  the  members 
of  this  branch  of  the  Rev.  Henry  Smith’s  family. 

After  the  death  of  her  first  husband  about  1800,  Edith 
Smith  Buhler  married  Richard  Devall,  who  was  also  a  land 
owner  and  a  wealthy  man  from  Liverpool,  England.  He  was 
a  widower  with  two  sons  at  the  time  of  his  marriage.  From 
this  union  a  large  family  of  children  and  grandchildren  are 
registered  in  the  family  records.  Edith  died  in  1826  and  was 
probably  buried  at  Buhler’s  Plains.  The  date  of  Eunice’s 
death  is  not  recorded.  From  these  two  daughters  of  Elna- 
than  Smith  many  descendants  are  now  scattered  all  over  Lou¬ 
isiana  and  Mississippi,  whose  names  with  those  of  their  chil¬ 
dren  and  grandchildren  appear  in  the  following  charts. 

Chart  of  family  of  Elnathan  Smith  and  Hannah  Bates 
Smith,  aranged  from  authentic  records  compiled  by  Miss  M. 
E.  Buhler. 

Family  I — of  Southern  Branch: 

Elnathan  Smith,  5  (Ebenezer,  4,  Ebenezer,  3,  Samuel,  2, 
Rev.  Henry,  1)  and  Hannah  Bates  Smith. 

1.  Eliphalet — born  at  Granville,  Massachusetts, 
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1765,  probably  died  young. 

II.  Edith — born  1767,  died  1826,  married 

(1)  John  C.  Buhler 

(2)  Richard  Devall 

1.  John  Christian  Buhler  II — born  1789,  married 
1827  to  Hester  Smith  (first  cousin,  daughter  of 
Israel  Smith,  son  of  Rev.  (Jedediah).  She  was 
,a  woman  of  fine  character,  and  high  religious 
nature. 

(a)  John  Robert  Buhler — born,  married  Mary 
Reynolds,  lived  at  Buhler’s  Plains.  His 
diary  is  now  in  the  Library  of  Princeton 
University. 

(1)  Annie  Buhler — married  Willie  Postlewaite. 

(a)  Son  drowned  young 

(b)  Son  died. 

(2)  Hester  Buhler — married  Samuel  R.  Sim¬ 
mons.  Resides  at  2600  Oakdale  Street,  St. 
Petersburg,  Florida. 

(3)  Jane  Buhler — resides  at  2600  Oakdale 
Street,  St.  Petersburg,  Florida. 

(4)  Mary  Edith  Buhler — died — New  York 
Genealogist. 

2.  Margaret  Buhler — married  Mr.  Alexander,  lived 
in  East  Baton  Rouge  Parish,  Louisiana. 

Devall  children  of  Edith  Smith  Buhler  Devall: 

3.  James  Devall — married  Emile  Du  Montier. 

(a)  James  Richard  Devall — married 

(1)  Mary  Tabor 

(2)  Elizabeth  Lamon 

(1)  Elizabeth  Devall — married  William  Lobdell 
Clark,  Sugar  Planter  in  West  Baton  Rouge 
Parish,  Louisiana. 

(a)  William  Lobdell  Clark,  Jr.  —  born 
1868,  died  1931.  Lived  in  New  Or-  . 
leans.  Buried  there. 

(b)  Annie  Clark — married  Walker  R. 
Spencer.  Lived  at  3222  Coliseum 
Street,  New  Orleans. 

((1))  Dorothy  Spencer  —  lived  in 
New  Orleans. 

( (2) )  Brainard  Spencer — lived  in 
New  Orleans. 
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(c)  Dr.  Sam  Clark — prominent  surgeon  oi 

New  Orleans. 

(d)  Deval  Clark — married  William  Potts. 
((1))  William  Clark  Potts. 

(2)  Susan  Victoria  Devall — married  W.  B. 
Chamberlain. 

(a)  Dr.  Ben  Chamberlain  —  of  Baton 
Rouge,  Louisiana. 

(b)  Susan  Chamberlain  —  married  *  Dr. 
King  of  New  Orleans,  Louisiana. 

(c)  Hester  Chamberlain — married  Mr. 
Harrupp  of  Lake  Charles  Louisiana. 

(d)  Katherine  Chamberlain  —  married 
Sidney  Cook  of  Shreveport,  Louisi¬ 
ana. 

(3)  James  Devall — of  Jennings,  Louisiana 

(a)  Two  sons — three  daughters. 

(4)  Frances  Devall — married  James  Pirie.  He 
came  from  Scotland. 

(a)  Elizabeth  Pirie — unmarried,  lives  at 
Denham  Springs,  Louisiana. 

(b)  Mary  Pirie — lives  at  Denham  Springs, 
Louisiana. 

(c)  Barbara  Pirie — married  James  Jen¬ 
nings.  He  is  with  Standard  Oil  Com¬ 
pany.  Their  agent  in  Sumatra. 

((1))  Barbara  Jennings 

(d)  Gordon  Pirie  —  lives  at  Denham 
Springs,  Louisiana. 

(e)  Alec  Pirie — married.  Lives  at  Den¬ 
ham  Springs. 

((1))  Jimie  Lee  Pirie 
((2))  Son 

(5)  Jane  Elliot  Devall — Married  (1)  Mr.  Nel¬ 
son,  (2)  Mr.  Dowdell. 

(a)  James  Nelson 

(b)  David  Nelson — lives  near  Natchez 

(c)  Katherine  Nelson 

(d)  Ada  Dowdell — married  Jess  Johnson 

(6)  Frederick  Du  Montier  Devall 

Levitt  Devall — married  May  Mayo — she  died 
(a)  Wilmer  Devall 

b.  Elizabeth  Edith  Devall — (daughter  of  James  Devall) 
married  (1)  Stephen  Cobb  (2)  Andrew  Woods 

(1)  Amelia  Cobb  —  married  David  Devall 
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(grandson  of  Edith  Smith,  son  of  Charles 
Devall) 

(a)  David  Devall,  Jr. 

(b)  Jane  Devall — married  William  Mc- 
Connel 

Died,  lived  inj  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana 
((1))  Gertrude  McConnel — married 
John  Preston,  lives  on  an 
island  in  Caribbean 

(x)  John  Preston 

(y)  Two  daughters 
((2))  Elise  McConnel — married  W. 

B.  Hatcher,  died 

(c)  Charles  Devall 

(d)  Clarence  Devall  —  married  Cecile 
Sanders,  died 

((1))  Saunders  Devall  —  married 
Carrie  Bell  Hollins. 

(x)  Dorothy  Ann  Devall 

(e)  Arthur  Devall 

(f)  Edith  Devall 

(g)  Sarah  Devall 

(h)  Charlotte  Devall — lives  in  South  Lou¬ 
isiana 

(i)  Mary  Emile  Devall 

(j)  Elizabeth — married  El  win  Barrow — 
lived  in  South  Louisiana 

Sue  Devall — died 

(l)  Ben  Devall 

(m)  Stephan  Cobb  Devall 

(2)  Elizabeth  Woods — married  W.  H.  Reynaud, 
died.  She  lived  with  daughter  in  Baton 
Rouge 

(a)  Titine  Renaud — married  Mercer  Bar- 
row,  lives  in  Baton  Rouge 

(b)  Three  sons 

4.  Elizabeth  Devall — (daughter  of  Edith  Smith)  — 
married  Mr.  Lee 

a.  Fanny  Heaslip  Lee — (author) 

5.  Dr.  David  Devall — (son  of  Edith  Smith) — no 
children 

6.  Charles  Devall — (son  of  Edith  Smith)  married 
Elizabeth  Tabor 

a.  David  Devall — married  Amelia  Cobb  (given 
above) 
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b.  Charles  Devall  ■ 

c.  Frances  Devall — married  Mr.  Erwin 

d.  Charlotte  Elizabeth  Devall — married  Charles 

Dickinson  i) 

(1)  Lillie  Dickinson  —  married  Howard 
Lytle,  lived  in  Baton  Rouge 

(a)  Two  children — one  living 

(2)  Mary  Gay  Dickinson — unmarried 

(3)  Anna  Jane  Dickinson — married  B.  W. 
Seago 

(a)  Seven  children 

(4)  Cora  Lee  Dickinson — married  Alfred 
Clement 

(5)  Elizabeth  Devall  Dickinson — married 
Alex  Allison 

(6)  Augusta  L.  Dickinson 

(7)  Andrew  Gay  Dickinson — married  Huey 
Florence 

(a)  One  son 

(8)  Minerva  M.  Dickinson — married  J.  R. 
Goodson 

(a)  Two  children 

(9)  David  Devall  Dickinson — married  Bess 
Atkinson 

(10)  Edith  Kent  Dickinson — married  How¬ 
ard  Sandridge 
(a)  One  child 

III.  Eunice  Smith  (daughter  of  Elnathan  Smith — born 
born  1769 — married  Thomas  Lilly 

1.  Eunice  Lilly — married  John  Mills,  lived  in 
the  Plains 

a.  Gilbert  Mills  married  Susan  Young 

(1)  John 

(2)  Jimmie  married  Samuel. 

(3)  Sadie  married  Slaughter. 

(4)  Eunice  Mills  married  Munson. 

(5)  Gilbert 

(6)  Bessie  married  T.  Samuel. 

b.  Tom  Mills  married  Mary  Young 

(1)  Albert  Mills  married  McKowen. 

(2)  Dr.  Tom  Mills  married  McKowen, 
lives  at  Zachary,  La. 

(3)  Robert  Mills  married  (1)  Pipes;  (2) 
deBritton. 
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(4)  Eliza  Mills  married  Dr.  Weist. 

(5)  Wilmer  Mills  married  Robinson. 

(6)  Sally  Mills  married  Fields. 

(7)  Judith  Mills  married  (1)  Williams; 

(2)  Ratcliff. 

c.  Mary  Mills  (daughter  of  Eunice  Lilly) 

married  De  Britton 

(1)  Oscar  De  Britton 

(2)  Adolf  married  Young. 

(3)  Stella  married  Young. 

d.  Eliza  Mills,  married  Van  Liew 

e.  Sarah  Mills,  married  Dr.  John  Whitaker. 

He  came  from  S.  Carolina ;  he  played  vio¬ 
lin  and  was  a  great  lover  of  music. 

(1)  Mills  Whitaker  married  Miss 

Vignes 

(a)  Dr.  Edwin  Vignes  Whitaker, 
married  Mary  Walworth,  he 
lives  and  practices  in  Baton 
Rouge.  An  eye,  ear,  nose  and 
throat  specialist.  Also  an  art 
student  and  musician. 

(2)  William  Carney  Whitaker,  born 

1858,  died  1923,  married  Anna 

Mary  Reymond 

(a)  Ruth  R.  Whitaker,  married 
J.  H.  Sentell.  Degrees  from 
L.  S.  U.  She  died  in  1949. 

(x)  Ruth  W.  Sentell — 
degree  L.  S.  U.,  lives  in 
Baton  Rouge,  La. 

(y)  George  William  Sen¬ 
tell,  degree  L.  S.  U.,  lives 
in  Baton  Rouge,  La. 

(b)  Richard  Allison  Whitaker, 
married  Lucia  Price  of  Mo¬ 
bile,  Ala.  He  was  a  lieuten¬ 
ant  in  aviation  in  World 
War  I. 

(c)  John  Reymond  Whitaker, 
married  Helen  Alexander. 
He  was  in  World  War  I. 

(x)  John  Reymond  Whit¬ 
aker  II  born  about  1922 

(y)  Frances  Ann  Whit- 
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aker,  born  about  1925 

(d)  Will  Alton  Whitaker,  born 
1904,  married  Nann  Percy. 
He  is  a  graduate  in  Electric¬ 
al  Engineering  from  Univ.  of 
Virginia.  Is  now  Associate 
Head  of  Engineering  Dept, 
at  Standard  Oil  Co.,  of  La., 
Baton  Rouge. 

(3)  Thomas  Whitaker,  married  Nellie 

Brown,  both  dead 

(a)  Louise  Whitaker,  married 
Walker  Young  Pettit.  Lives 
in  Baton  Rouge,  La. 

(b)  Thomas  Whitaker,  married 
Lucille  Kean,  lives  in  Baton 
Rouge,  La. 

(x)  Thomas  Whitaker  II 

(c)  Anna  Whitaker,  married  Guy 
Tanner 

(x)  Guy  Tanner  II 

(d)  Hattie  Whitaker 

2.  Edith  Lilly  (daughter  of  Eunice  Lilly 

and  John  Mills),  married  (1)  Mills, 

(2)  Guin 

3.  Thomas  Lilly,  married  Elizabeth 

Young 

a.  Mary  Lilly,  married  Neville 

b.  James  Lilly,  married  Whitaker 

c.  Wright  Lilly,  married  Norris 

(1)  John  married  Bert  McVea. 

(2)  Wright 

(3)  Mary  married  Dr.  Williams. 

d.  John  Lilly,  killed  at  battle  of  Ma¬ 
nassas 

c.  Patience  Lilly,  born  1830,  died 
1921,  married  Judge  H.  N.  Sher¬ 
burne.  She  lived  and  died  in  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge.  She  is  buried  at  Plains 
Church 

(1)  Maggie  Sherburne,  married 
George  W.  Sentell 
(a)  Bessie  Sentell,  mar¬ 
ried  Motte  Martin  (African 
Missionary)  She  lives  in 
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Washington 

(b)  J.  H.  Sentell,  died  1937 

(c)  Marguerite  Sentell 
married  Fleshman. 

(2)  Henry  Sherburne,  married 
Miss  Brusly,  (Col.  T.  H. 
Sherburne  of  U.  S.  Army) 

(3)  Betty  Sherburne,  married 
Mr.  Sentell 

(4)  May  Sherburne,  married 
Mr.  Curry  of  Belcher,  Iowa 

(5)  Sheriff  H.  N.  Sherburne  of 
Iberville  Parish 

4.  George  Lilly,  married  Mrs.  Young 

a  Eunice  Lilly,  married  Robert 
Young 

(1)  Sallie  Young,  married 
Pettit 

(a)  Grace  Pettit,  mar¬ 
ried  McVea 

(b)  Walker  Pettit,  mar¬ 
ried  Louise  Whitaker,  lives 
in  Baton  Rouge,  La. 

(c)  Robert  Pettit,  mar¬ 
ried  Brandon,  Sec.  at  Pres, 
church 

b.  Walker  Lilly,  married  Miss  Young 
(a)  Gladys  Lilley,  died  young 

5.  Elizabeth  Lilly,  married  Col.  White 
a.  Lydia  White,  married  Penny 

(1)  Mary  Penny,  married  Ron- 
aldson 

(2)  Lydia  Penny,  married  J.  T. 
Young 
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CHAPTER  VII 


Life  of  Rev.  Jedediah  Smith 
And  Emigration  of  His  Family  to  Mississippi 

The  story  of  Jedediah's  life  and  his  emigration  to  Missis¬ 
sippi  is  a  longer  and  more  detailed  account,  resembling  in 
many  particulars  the  experiences  of  his  forefather,  the  Rev. 
Henry  Smith.  The  account  is  given  in  detail  in  Stiles’  His¬ 
tory. 

Born  1726  or  1727  at  Suffield,  Connecticut,  he  was  the 
fifth  generation  after  the  Rev.  Henry  Smith,  and  was,  ac¬ 
cording  to  all  accounts,  quite  worthy  of  his  distinguished  fore¬ 
father.  The  records  of  Yale  College  show  that  he  graduated 
from  that  University  with  A.  B.  degree  in  1750;  with  M.  A. 
degree  in  1754.  He  also  had  some  degree  in  theology.  In¬ 
deed  the  fact!  of  his  scholarship  is  well  established  by  reports 
made  by  Jefferson  Davis,  who  by  marriage  became  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Smith  family,  and  thus  became  interested  in  in¬ 
vestigating  the  records  of  the  Smith!  family.  President  Davis 
reported  that  the  scholarship  of  Rev.  Jedediah  was  such  that, 
though  having  no  knowledge  of  Spanish,  he  was  able  to  con¬ 
verse  in  Latin  with  the  Spanish  priests  on  his  journey  from 
New  Orleans  up  the  river  to  Natchez  at  the  time  of  his  emi¬ 
gration  to  Mississippi. 

After  completing  his  education,  he  sought  an  appoint¬ 
ment  as  pastor  of  a  church  at  Granville,  Massachusetts.  On 
August  5th,  1755,  he  was  elected  by  the  Church  society  to 
the  pastorate  at  Granville  with  the  small  salary  of  $150  a 
year,  which  was  soon  afterwards  increased  to  $200.  Living 
conditions  and  standards  in  those  days  must  have  been  very 
simple  for  a  man  with  a  family!  to  be  able  to  live  upon  $200  a 
year.  At  any  rate  he  must  have  managed  well,  and  probably 
had  other  interests,  for  during  the  twenty  years  he  was  pas¬ 
tor  at  Granville  he  married  and  had  a  family  of  twelve  chil¬ 
dren,  only  one  of  whom  died  young.  His  wife,  Sarah  Cook 
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also  was  probably  a  good  mother  and  trained  happily  and 
well  the  ten  boys  and  two  girls  in  her  family. 

Though  he  remained  a  long  time  in  charge  of  the  church 
at  Granville,  and  was  described  as  a  good  pastor  and  a  man 
of  remarkable  piety,  gentleness  and  firmness,  his  life  there 
did  not  remain  free  from  storm  and  strife.  Like  his  fore¬ 
father,  the  Rev.  Henry  Smith,  he  found  in  his  church  certain 
members  who  after  a  time  stirred  up  trouble,  and  began  toi 
accuse  the  pastor  of  expressing  too  liberal  views  of  Biblical 
doctrines.  They  said  that  he  was  entirely  too  broad  in  his 
interpreationsj  of  the  Scriptures ;  that  he  laid  too  much  stress 
upon  God’s  love,  and  too  little  upon  hell  fire  and  damnation. 
It  seems  that  the  Rev.  Jedediah  had  adopted  the  broad  theo¬ 
logical  views  of  the  Rev.  Stoddard,  a  very  advanced  thinker 
of  his  day.  This  was  very  displeasing  to  certain  ones  of  his 
flock,  who  preferred  the  old  Puritan  ideas  and  ways. 

Another  complaint  which  was  probably  brought  against 
him  by  a  larger  number  of  his  flock  was  due  to  his  political 
views.  For  they  said  he  was  a  loyalist  and  faithful  to  the 
crown.  At  that  time  when  the  revolution  was  brewing,  and 
hostilities  were  threatening  more  and  more,  any  man  who 
opposed  war  or  in  any  way  dreaded  a  conflict  of  the  colonists 
with  the  crown  was  looked  upon  with  suspicion  and  distrust. 
It  must  be  remembered  here  that  many  of  the  best  people  in 
New  England,  especially  those  who  had  relatives  or  property 
in  the  mother  country,!  were  loyal  to  the  crown.  It  must  also 
be  recalled  that  the  Smiths,  through  Lord  Burleigh  and  his 
descendants  were  connected  with  the  English  nobility.  How¬ 
ever,  it  is  more  probable  that  it  was  because  the  Rev.  Jede¬ 
diah  dreaded  the  warfare  of  brother  against  brother,  and  the 
division  and  strife  and  suffering  involved  in  a  revolutionary 
war,  that  he  counseled  conciliation  and  diplomacy  rather  than 
war.  At  any  rate  the  division  between  him  and  his  church¬ 
men  widened;  and  since  he  would  not  change  his  attitude  in 
the  matter,  a  separation  and  resignation  was  inevitable.  And 
so,  the  pastoral  relations  of  Rev.  Jedediah  and  the  Granville, 
Massachusetts  church  were  dissolved  in  1775. 

It  was  about  this  time  and  later  that  glowing  letters  from 
his  brother  Elnathan  came,  telling  of  the  great  possibilities 
and  resources  in  the  far  away  Mississippi  territory,  where 
there  were  no  war  clouds,  and  no  strife  and  conflict  between 
factions  of  the  people.  Therefore  it  was  not  difficult  to  per¬ 
suade  Rev.  Jedediah  to  seek  another  home,  far  away  from  all 
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the  death  and  destruction  which  threatened  to  wipe  out  the 
colonists  if  they  persisted  in  defying  the  British  government. 
The  result  was  that  it  was  not  long  before  Rev.  Jedediah  was 
making  plans  to  follow  his  brother  and  emigrate  to  the  South. 

April  1776,  we  find  the  family  of  Rev.  Jedediah  and  the 
wife  and  two  daughters  of  Elnathan,  making  their  arrange¬ 
ments  to  break  up  their  homes.  They  packed  up  books  and 
household  goods  and  everything  which  would  be  allowed  in 
the  ship  which  was  to  transport  them  to  their  new  home.  It 
was  little  enough  they1  were  allowed  to  take  along  in  the  com¬ 
paratively  small  sailing  vessel  Thaddeus  Lyman  had  provid¬ 
ed  for  the  journey.  For  he  was  again  the  agent  who  had  in 
charge  the  party  of  emigrants.  All  Jedediah ’s  and  Sarah’s 
children  were  to  go,  except  their  eldest  son,  Jedediah  II,  who 
was  already  married,  and  who  had  decided  to  remain  in  New 
England.  He  received'  much  of  his  father's  possessions  which 
could  not  be  shipped. 

At  last  the  day  arrived  to  say  goodbye  to  their  many 
Smith  relatives  and  friends,  and,,  waving  farewell,  they  made 
their  way  first  overland  to  Midddleton,  Connecticut,  on  the 
Connecticut  river,  where  they  boarded  the  ship  which  was 
to  carry  them  down  the  river  into  the  Sound  and  far  out  into 
the  Atlantic  Ocean.  Travel,  even  in  those  days  was  hardly 
less  dangerous  and  appalling  than  it  had  been  in  the  days  of 
the  Rev.  Henry  Smith  when  he  faced  westward  on  the  Atlan¬ 
tic,  Again  it  must  have  taken  courage,  determination  and 
initiative  for  the  Puritan  divine,  Rev.  Jedediah,  to  take  his 
wife  and  the  family  of  his  brother  out  into  the  unknown, 
sailing  southward  across  the  waves  to  establish  a  new  home 
in  a  new  country.  He  said  goodbye  to  New  England  as  his 
ancestor  had  said  goodbye  to  Old  England. 

That  morning  the  ship  spread  its  sails,  and  all  thought 
they  were  leaving,  but  alas !  They  were  stopped  and'  detained 
there  a  long  time  at  Middleton  for  various  reasons,  mostly 
because  of  the  unsettled  conditions  of  the  country.  The  Amer¬ 
ican  Revolutionists  held  them  there,  fearing  lest  British  of¬ 
ficers  might  be  concealed  somewhere  in  the  ship  and  thus  be 
spirited  away  to  escape  confinement  in  prison.  When  the 
Revolutionists  were  satisfied  that  no  British  were  hid  in  the 
ship,  the  emigrants  were  at  last  allowed,  after  fifteen  days 
of  waiting,  to  sail  away  about  the  middle  of  May  on  their 
long  voyage  to  the  South. 

But  their  travels  were  attended  with  difficulties  enough, 
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for  they  had  several  narrow  escapes  from  capture  by  British 
armed  ships.  Because  of  this  they  were  in  constant  fear  of 
the  British  all  the  way,  until  they  had  sailed  down  the  At¬ 
lantic  coast  where  the  British  ships  were  not  so  vigilant  or 
numerous.  In  addition  to  this,  they  encountered  stormy  seas 
and  fierce  winds,  but  at  last  they  arrived  after  two  months 
of  sailing  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  River.  It  required 
ten  or  twelve  days  for  them  to  go  up  through  the  delta  of 
the  Mississippi,  and  arrive  at  last  at  the  Spanish  city  of  New 
Orleans.  For  all  that  section  was  under  Spanish  rule  in  1776, 
and  they  were  a  boat  load  of  English  colonists,  bound  for 
English  territory  above  New  Orleans  on  the  Mississippi.  So 
they  were  detained  there  for  half  a  month,  not  being  allowed 
to  land  at  New  Orleans,  mainly,  for  the  reason  that  the  city 
was  under  strict  quarantine  because  of  an  epidedmic  of  small 
pox.  After  being  kept  in  quarantine  so  long,  at  last  they 
were  allowed  to  put  foot  upon  land  again,  after  being  on  the 
sea  from  the  middle  of  May  until  the  middle  of  August.  Evi¬ 
dently  they  did  not  remain  in  New  Orleans  long,  just  long 
enough  for  the  Rev.  Jedediah  to  purchase  a  small  open  boat 
called  a  batteau,  upon  which  were  packed  all  his  belongings. 
In  this,  with  all  his  people,  the  journey  was  continued  up  the 
river  toward  Natchez,  to  Fort  Adams. 

They  thought  they  had  endured  hardships  enough  at  sea, 
but  the  misfortune  the  Smiths  met  on  that  river  trip  cli¬ 
maxed  any  suffering  they  had  previously  known.  For  they 
had  not  gone  any  distance  up  the  river,  (the  record  does  not 
say  what  the  power  of  locomotion  was,  but  probably  the  boat 
was  pushed  forward  with  long  paddles),  before  a  sudden 
squall  arose  on  the  river,  which,  because  of  the  strong,  high 
wind,  came  near  to  upsetting  the,  boat,  and  they  were  in  dan¬ 
ger  of  sinking.  After  this  was  safely  past,  they  must  have 
been  in  fear  of  another  upset,  for  they  landed  at  the  first 
house,  they  came  to.  This  proved  to  be  the  home  of  an  Eng¬ 
lishman  named  Mr.  Warr,  who  treated  them  kindly  and  en¬ 
tertained  them  in  his  home.  After  examining  the  batteau 
and  telling  Mr.  Warr  their  experience  in  the  squall,  they  de¬ 
cided  that  the  boat  was  too  heavily  loaded  to  be  safe.  So  Mr. 
Warr  offered  to  take  care  of  Rev.  Jedediah’s  furniture,  farm¬ 
ing  tools,  and  whatever  else  it  would  be  necessary  to  remove 
to  lighten  the  boat.  It  resulted  that  his  bedding  and  books 
also  hadf  to  be  taken  off.  All  these  things  the  Rev.  Jedediah 
had  to  leave  in  Mr.  Warr’s  charge  until  he  could  send  for  them 
later. 
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Thus  lightened,  the  boat  proceeded  up  the  river.  As  they 
advanced,  they  saw  on  each  side  of  the  river  a  wilderness  of 
trees,  bushes  and  canebreaks,  and  always  below  them  ,  rushed 
swiftly  the  muddy  waters  of  the  mighty  river,  which  seemed 
to  them  like  a  powerful,  cruel  force,  as  it  dashed  against  the 
bow  of  their  small  boat.  They  knew  a  great  loneliness  on  the 
vast  expanse  of  that  wide  river,  for  there  were  only  a  few 
settlements,  established  here  and  there  upon  the  banks,  such 
as  those  at  Pointe  Coupee  and  Baton  Rouge.  But  whenever 
they  came  to  a  home  or  a  small  group  of  isolated  dwelling^, 
they  were  cordially  welcomed,  unless  the  inhabitants  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  Spanish  Catholics,  who  treated  them  with  de¬ 
rision.  Because  as  Catholics,  they  condemned  a  priest  or 
parson  who  was  married  and  openly  had  a  family  of  children 
with  him. 

Another  trouble  they  encountered  was  the  weather, 
which  was  so  changeable,  first  very  warm,  and  then  frequent 
rains,  from  which  they  had  little  protection  in  the  open  boat. 
So  for  fifteen  days  on  that  river,  they  were  exposed  to  the 
intense  heat  of  the  sun,  and  then  suddenly  they  would  be 
drenched  to  the  skin  by  hard  showers.  However,  in  spite  of 
all  their  discomforts,  they  came  at  last  to  Fort  Adams,  where 
they  expected  to  join  their  kinsman,  Elnathan  Smith.  But 
alas!  A  bitter  disappointment  and  grief  awaited  them  in¬ 
stead  of  a  joyous  reunion.  They  found  that  he  had  died  be¬ 
fore  their  arrival.  How  great  must  have  been  the  despair  of 
Hannah  Bates  Smith  and  her  daughters  when  they  realized 
their  loss  and  misfortune.  Sorrowfully  they  proceeded  on  up 
the  river  forty  five  miles  above,  where  they  hoped,  at  Nat¬ 
chez  a  home  might  await  them. 

But  now  a  still  greater  misfortune  was  to  overtake  the 
Smith  family,  already  troubled  and  grief  stricken.  One  day 
soon  after  leaving  Fort  Adams,  the  Rev.  Jedediah  himself 
was  taken  seriously  ill  with  a  fever.  The  record  savs  his 
sickness  was  due  to  anxiety,  grief  and  exposure  to  the  climate 
and  also  because  they  were  in  an  open,  unprotected  boat  and 
in  such  crowded  quarters.  But  it  is  more  probable  that  an 
enemy  he  did  not  suspect,  the  deadly  malaria  mosquito  pois¬ 
oned  his  blood, producing  the  high  fever  which  caused  the 
delirium  that  was  so  terrifying  to  his  loved  ones.  One  day 
while  lying  on  the  open  deck  he  jumped  into  the  river  in  his 
delirium.  He  was  rescued  from  the  water,  but  he  never  re¬ 
covered.  Finally  the  boat  approached  Natchez,  but  all  the 
hope  and  joy  of  arrival  that  might  have  been  in  their  hearts 
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at  the  termination  of  this  long  journey  went  out  for  them, 
September  2nd,  1776,  the  Rev.  Jedediah  Smith  died.  They 
landed  at  Natchez  to  carry  their  dead  to  his  last  resting  place 
in  a  public  burying  ground  on  a  high  bluff  at  Natchez,  two 
hundred  feet  above  the  waters  of  that  mighty  river  that  had 
seemed  so  cruel  to  them,  and  which  afterwards  claimed  even 
his  grave,  when  years  later  the  whole  burial  ground  caved 
into  the  river. 

Thus  was  the  advent  of  our  family  in  the  South,  clouded 
with  misfortune  and  bitter  loss,  which  seemed  at  the  start  to 
threaten  the  future  success  of  the  Smiths  in  their  newly 
adopted  country.  But  the  writer  of  the  records  concluded 
the  narration  of  these  events  with  the  statement  that,  at  the 
time  of  his  writing — some  day  in  the  year  1829 — those  two 
Smith  families  of  Elnathan  and  Jedediah  had  endured  and 
developed  regardless  of  difficulties,  and'  had  become  in  the 
intervening  time — from  1776  to  1829 — among  the  most  num¬ 
erous,  wealthy  and  respected  families  in  the  states  of  Missis¬ 
sippi  and  Louisiana. 

The  basis  of  this  account  of  the  Smith  family  emigration 
to  Mississippi  was  written  by  John  Christian  Buhler  II  one 
hundred  and  eighteen  years  ago,  and  was  later  incorporated 
in  Stiles’  history.  Since  it  was  written  only  about  fifty-three 
years  after  the  events  occured,,  Buhler  probably  got  the  facts 
by  wTord  of  mouth  from  Israel  Smith,  one  of  the  sons  of 
Rev.  Jedediah,  who  made  the  long  journey.  This  Israel  Smith 
was  the  father-in-law  of  John  Christian  Buhler  II,  who  prob¬ 
ably  described  to  his  son-in-law,  as  an  actual  participant,  all 
the  events  of  the  immigration  which  Buhler  wrote  down  and 
which  have  been  reproduced  above.  Therefore,  the  accuracy 
of  this  account  is  well  assured.  Today,  the  same  deep  in¬ 
terest  exists  in  this  great  adventure  of  our  ancestor,  the  Rev. 
Jedediah  Smith,  as  Mr.  Buhler  must  have  felt  when  he  wrote 
it  and  though  he  too  has  long  since  passed  into  the  Beyond, 
his  contribution  to  our  family  records  is  recognized  with  real 
appreciation. 

In  this  connection  it  is  a  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the 
debt  of  gratitude  owed  by  our  family  to  his  granddaughter, 
the  late  Miss  Edith  Buhler,  whose  scholarship  and  literary 
gifts  have  been  devoted  in  such  generous  measure  to  research 
and  writings  of  our  records.  As  an  example  of  her  keen  in¬ 
sight  and  vivid  imagination,  two  poems  are  quoted  from  her 
pen.  The  first  one  describes  the  Smith  family  leaving  Gran- 
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ville,  Massachusetts,  and  mentions  the  children  individually. 
It  is  a  tender  and  sympathetic  picture.  The  second  poem  por¬ 
trays  Miss  Buhler’s  high  spiritual  nature,  and  illustrates  also 
her  deep  family  loyalty  and  devotion. 

THE  MINISTER’S  CHILDREN 
(M.  E.  Buhler  in  the  New  York  Sun) 

Over  the  hills  of  Granville, 

Green  with  the  sweet  young  grass, 

In  the  last  spring  when  George  was  king 
The  minister’s  children  pass. 

There  was  grave  young  Jedediah, 

Handsome,  slender  and  tall; 

And  the  eldest  sister,  Sarah, 

“A  Princess”,  dainty  and  small. 

There  were  Calvin  and  Luther,  twin  brethren 
And  gallant  young  Philander, 

So  brave  in  his  mother’s  need. 

Philetus,  Josephus  and  William, 

And  sweet-voiced  Philomel. 

And  baby  Ebenezer 
Tot  Courtland  and  Israel. 

Quaint  little  old-time  children, 

Rosy  and  grave  and  gay, 

Who  over  the  hills  of  Granville 
Passed  out  to  the  world  away. 

And  some  of  them  sleep  in  the  meadows 
Of  the  land  where  they  were  born. 

And  some  by  the  southern  cotton 
And  some  by  the  western  corn. 

But  the  wild  rose  blooms  in  the  thickets, 

And  the  berries  are  ripe  in  the  land; 

And  the  hills  of  Granville  are  calling 
To  their  children’s  children  again. 

Springfield  Republican  (Mass.) 
August  6,  1916 

THE  MEDIATORS 

(M.  E.  Buhler  in  her  Volume  of  Poems, 

“The  Grass  in  the  Pavement” 

Though  He  hath  bidden  to  prayer  in  (His)  Word 
So  often  had  I  prayed  and  He  not  heard, 

Being  inscrutable  and  far  away, 

And  hidden  by  flaming,  swords  from  such  as  pray ; 

And  the  great  saints  who  touch  His  garment’s  hem, 
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Surely  earth's  myriad  prayers  o’er  burden  them! 
So  then  I  thought  (perchance  the  thoughts  were  His, 
And  this  but  one  of  many  mysteries), 

Being  beset  with  sharp  and  bitter  need, 

I  will  invoke  my  own  to  intercede, 

Those  I  can  reach,  and,  clothed  in  fire  like  Him, 
They  may  pass  through  the  ranks  of  seraphim. 

Then  called  I,  soul  to  soul,  all  those  to  me 
Bound  by  strong  chains  of  love  and  sympathy 
And  ties  of  kin  that  may  not  be  denied. 

The  long  dead  came  swiftly  to  my  side 
Across  the  gulf  of  the  departed  years. 

And  those  for  whom  my  eyes  wept  bitter  tears. 

And  from  the  knightly  and  the  royal  past 
F ar  shadowyf  kinsmen  gathered  round  me  fast ; 

Yea,  those  of  mine  who  had  been  strong  to  save, 

All  came  at  call,  across  the  deathless  grave, 

In  shapes  of  light,  and  bore  beseeching  word 
Up  past  God’s  flaming  footstool,  and  He  heard ! 
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CHAPTER  VIII 

Development  of  the  Rev.  Jedediah  Smith  Family 
Chart  of  Family  II— Southern  Branch 

Deprived  of  the  heads  of  the  two  households,  at  the  very 
beginning  of  their  adventure  in  their  adopted  land,  the  diffi¬ 
culties  of  their  situation  seemed  insurmountable.  How  did 
they  arrange  for  possessing  and  occupying  their  land?  Prob¬ 
ably  the  payment  for  it  had  already  been  made  by  Rev.  Jede¬ 
diah  to  Thaddeus  Lvmon  before  they  .separated  in  New  Or¬ 
leans.  How  did  they  secure  the  lumber  and  the  labor  re¬ 
quired  for  building  a  dwelling?  Where  did  they  get  the  fur¬ 
niture  and  other  household  necessities  to  replace  what  had 
been  left  with  Mr.  Warr?  None  of  their  books  or  goods  were 
ever  regained,  for  all  Mr.  Warr’s  property  was  confiscated  by 
the  Spaniards. 

Notwithstanding  all  these  difficulties,  the  Smiths  do  not 
seem  to  have  been  reduced  to  despair,  or  rendered  helpless  by 
their  misfortunes.  For  the  two  mothers,  Sarah  Cook  Smith 
and  Hannah  Bates  Smith,  seem  to  have  arisen  to  the  emer¬ 
gency,  and  all  seem  to  have  valiantly  faced  the  obstacles  of 
their  life.  With  the  aid  of  the  elder  sons,  they  were  able  to 
build  a  house  on  thein  land  a  few  miles  southwest  of  Natchez 
on  St.  Catherine’s  Creek.  After  they  had  cleared  part  of  the 
wilderness  of  trees  and  bushes,  a  few  acres  for  cultivation 
were  opened  up  and  planted.  The  young  men  were  hard  work¬ 
ing  and  industrious.  And  the  land  was  fertile  and  produced 
good  crops. 

But  at  times  they  must  have  been  in  great  need  for  sup¬ 
plies.  For  a  story  is  told  that  Sarah  Smith,  mother  of  the 
Rev.  Jedediah’s  children,  traded  her  wedding  ring  to  an  In¬ 
dian  woman,  who  came  along  with  sacks  of  corn  and  other 
provisions.  For  a  settlement  of  Indians  was  located  not  far 
from  the  Smith  home.  With  these  Indian  neighbors  they 
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seem  to  have  always  been  on  friendly  terms. 

All  credit  is  due  those  two  pioneer  women,  who  in  spite 
of  hardships  and  struggles,  laid  the  foundation  of  a  home, 
in  which  the  large  family  was  reared,  and  which  lasted  a 
long  time  as  a  haven  of  security,  for  them  all.  Not  one  of  all 
these  children  who  were  left  in  the  care  of  the  two  mothers, 
died  while  young,  but  all  grew  to  maturity  and  developed 
into  good  women  and  honorable,  successful  men.  Their  Pur¬ 
itan  fortitude  and  faith  sustained  them  to  the  end.  The  per¬ 
sonal  history  of  the  two  women  is  not  given  in  the  records. 
But  they  deserve  love  and  esteem.  It  is  hoped  that  they 
lived  on  into  a  good  old  age,  at  last  freed  from  the  poverty 
and  fear,  which  had  at  first  been  their  lot,  and  finally  enjoyed 
their  children  and  grandchildren  in  their  comfortable  homes. 

As  might  be  expected  of  the  family  of  a  Puritan  min¬ 
ister,  the  Smiths  soon  after  their  arrival  allied  themselves 
with  the  staunch  Presbyterians  of  the  Natchez  community. 
Though  the  Rev.  Jedediah  is  mentioned  in  some  histories  of 
Mississippi  as  the  first  Presbyterian  minister  to  come  to  the 
Territory,  he  did  not  organize  the  first  church,  as  we  know, 
but  died  before  he  landed  at  Natchez.  Though  a  church  was 
not  organized  at  first,  the  Smiths  all  became  regular  attend¬ 
ants  at  the  meetings  held  in  homes  and  they  were  true  to 
their  Puritan  upbringing.  Through  this  association,  they 
probably  had  some  social  life  in  the  community.  Thus  as 
good  citizens  and  faithful  churchmen,  they  lived  as  British 
subjects  for  the  first  five  years  at  Natchez,  and  were  happy 
and  progressive. 

By  this  time  also,  in!  1781,  the  sons  and  daughters  of  the 
family  had  begun  to  feel  at  home  in  the  South  and  to  look 
forward  to  their  future  in  this  their  new  country.  It  was  a 
large  and  growing  family,  which  lived  out  on  St.  Catherine’s 
Creek  in  the  Smith  house.  Beside  the  two1  cousins.  Edith  and 
Eunice  Smith  and  their  mother,  there  were  the  eight  sons 
and  two  daughters  of  Sarah  Cook  Smith,  who  all  lived  there 
together.  William,  the  eldest  son,  who  had  come  south  with 
his  father,  was  now  twenty-seven  years  of  age,  Josephus  was 
twenty-three,  Richard  Philetus  was  twenty  one,  and  Israel 
and  Philander  were  eighteen  and  sixteen.  All  five  young 
men  were  stalwart  and  industrious  helpers  of  their  mother. 
The  younger  children  must  be  educated,  and  whatever  train¬ 
ing  could  be  had  for  the  young  men  and  the  children  was  se¬ 
cured.  Gradually,  but  surely,  the  younger  generation  was 
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sending  roots  deep  down  into  the  soil  of  their  adopted  home 
land  in  Mississippi. 

Having  progressed  so  well  for  five  years  of  their  stay 
in  Mississippi  under  the  protection  of  the  British  flag,  the 
Smiths  must  have  regretted  the  great  change  which  took 
place  in  the  government  in  Natchez  in  1781.  Natchez  was 
conquered  by  the  Spaniards  and  the  people  were  made  Span¬ 
ish  subjects.  It  all  happened  so  suddenly.  The  capture  was 
over  before  many  of  the  settlers  knew  what  had  taken  place. 

One  day  the  Spaniards  came  up  the  river  in  their  boats 
from  New  Orleans,  and  taking  positions  opposite  the  fort, 
they  bombarded  Fort  Panmure,  as  Fort  Rosalie  was  then 
called.  It  did  not  take  long  for  them  to  force  the  British  sol¬ 
diers  who  held  the  fort  in  the  name  of  the  English  king  to 
surrender.  The  Spaniards  drove  them  out  and  took  posses¬ 
sion  of  the  fort,  flying  the  Spanish  flag  where  previously  the 
British  flag  had  floated.  This  surrender  to  the  domination 
of  Spain  must  have  been  very  distressing  to  all  the  English 
settlers  in  the  Natchez  district,  especially  to  the  loyal  Eng¬ 
lish  Smiths,  whose  father  had  brought  them  all  the  way  from 
Massachusetts  that  they  might  remain  British  citizens.  But 
like  all  the  others,  they  must  submit  as  graciously  as  possible. 

The  control  of  the  Spaniards,  however,  was  fortunately 
not  severe.  The  Spanish  officer  who  took  over  Fort  Panmure, 
and  governed  the  people  until  a  regular  governor  could  be  sent 
up  to  Natchez  was  instructed  to  treat  the  people  kindly. 
When  the  governor  arrived  he  did  not  interfere  to  any  great 
extent  in  the  private  lives  of  the  settlers,  and  did  not  try  to 
destroy  their  habits  and  customs.  The  Spaniards  did  not 
force  the  people  to  pay  taxes,  and  let  the  men  go  free  from 
military  service.  The  people  were  allowed  religious  freedom 
to  a  certain  extent  and  were  not  forced  to  attend  or  sup¬ 
port  the  Catholic  Church,  as  doubtless  the  Smiths  feared 
would  be  their  fate.  All  this  leniency  was  due  to  the  fact 
that  the  Spanish  Governor  Galvez  at  New  Orleans  was  most 
anxious  to  keep  in  the  territory  all  the  people  who  were  al¬ 
ready  settled  there  in  their  homes  in  that  district.  They  de¬ 
sired  also  to  induce  as  many  other  settlers  as  possible  to  move 
into  the  district. 

Left  to  their  own  ways,  the  Smiths  with  the  other  citi¬ 
zens  must  have  progressed  very  well.  For  in  1788,  seven 
years  after  the  Spaniards  came  to  Natchez,  the  people  were 
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quite  prosperous.  William,  who  had  now  become  practically 
the  head  of  the  family,  wras  married  and  owned  property  of 
his  own.  It  is  noted  in  the  records  that  Philetus,  Israel  and 
Philander  were  taking  advantage  of  the  free  land  grants  of¬ 
fered  by  the  Spanish  government  for  the  establishment  of 
new  homes.  They  claimed  grants  of  1500  arpens  or  500 
acres  each.  Thus  the  future  of  the  young  men  of  the  Smith 
family  as  land  owners  and  planters  was  assured. 

During  the  fourteen  years  that  the  Spaniards  held  West 
Florida  it  became  an  important  agricultural  section,  and  Nat¬ 
chez  was  a  part  of  the  section.  Cotton,  indigo,  corn  and  other 
products  were  grown  in  greater  quantity  each  year.  The  free 
land  grants  and  the  increased  importation  of  slaves  made  the 
cultivation  of  the  land  in  large  plantations  the  main  interest 
of  the  section.  The  produce  was  shipped  on  flat  boats  to 
New  Orleans  where  a  ready  market  awaited  it.  More  and 
more  money  began  to  flow  into  the  pockets  of  the  planters. 
Thus  it  was  that  the  Smith  men  and  most  of  the  young  men 
around  Natchez  became  large  plantation  owners  and  opera¬ 
tors.  As  time  passed  the  whole  district  grew  in  wealth  and 
numbers.  Toward  the  close  of  the  century,  the  records  show 
that  the  Smith  family  held  a  substantial  position  in  the  eco¬ 
nomic  and  social  life  of  the  community  in  which  they  lived  at 
Natchez. 

However  much  they  may  have  progressed,  the  Smiths 
never  ceased  wishing  to  be  free  from  the  domination  of  the 
Spaniards.  Fortunately  in  time  the  Spaniards  made  a  treaty 
with  the  young  United  States  government,  by  the  terms  of 
which  the  United  States  acquired  all  the  territory  in  West 
Florida  lying  north  of  the  31st  parallel  of  latitude  from  the 
Mississippi  River  to  the  Chattahoochie  River,  in  which  terri¬ 
tory  the  Natchez  district  was  located.  As  a  result  of  this,  by 
1798  all  the  Spaniards  had  departed  from  the  territory  above 
the  31st  parallel,  leaving  Natchez  free  from  them  at  last. 

Now  at  last  the  people  of  the  district  and  the  members 
of  the  Smith  family  could  claim  the  protection  of  the  United 
States  government.  Now  at  last  they  were  free  American 
citizens,  and  could  enjoy  that  liberty  for  which  their  ances¬ 
tors  had  fled  from  England  in  1636. 

This  picture  of  the  economic  status  of  the  Mississippi 
Territory  and  the  political  changes  through  which  it  went, 
gives  us  a  good  idea  of  what  progress  the  family  was  making 
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at  the  dose  of  the  eighteenth  century. 

Following  this  account  of  the  growth  of  Rev.  Jedediah 
Smith's  family  in  the  Natchez  district,  the  chart  of  this 
branch  taken  from  John  Christian  Buhler’s  record  in  Stiles' 
history,  page  638  follows: 

CHART  II — Southern  Branch  of  Family 
FAMILY  II 

Jedediah  Smith,  5  (Ebenezer  4,  Ebenezer  3,  Samuel  2, 
Rev.  Henry  and  Sarah  Cook  Smith) 

1.  Jedediah;  Smith  II — born  1752,  married  and  moved  to 
Blanford,1  Mass.  Did  not  emigrate  south. 

2.  Ebenezer  Smith — born  1753,  died  young. 

3.  William  Smith — born  1754,  married  Mrs.  Nettles,  no 
children,  died  1820. 

4.  Sarah  Smith — born  1756,  married  Joshua  Alexander. 

5.  Josephus  Smith — born  1758,  married  1789  Patience 
Cobb. 

Family  III. 

6.  Richard  Philetus — born  1760,  married  Miss  Thomp¬ 
son. 

FAMILY  IV 

7.  Israel  Smith — born  1763,  married  (1)  Sallie  Cobb, 
(2)  Jane  L  Doan,  Family  V. 

8.  Philander  Smith — born  1765,  married  (1)  Esther 
Brashier  (2)  Mrs.  Susanna  Scott,  Family  VI. 

9.  Philomela  Smith — born  1766,  married  David  Mitchell 
— Family  VII. 

10.  Calvin  Smith — born  1768,  married  Priscilla  Cobb, 
Family  VIII. 

11.  Luther  Smith — born  1770,  married  (1)  Patsey  Baker 
(2)  Anna  E.  Davis,  Family  IX. 

12.  Courtland  Smith — born  1772,  married  (1)  Narcisse 
Boone  (2)  Jane  Boone  Family  X. 

Of  these  twelve  children  of  Rev.  Jedediah  and  Sarah 
Cook  Smith,  the  second  one,  Ebenezer,  was  the  only  one  to 
die  young.  William,  the  third  son  was  the  one  who  emigrat¬ 
ed  as  the  eldest  son  with  his  father.  He,  married  at  his  home 
near  Natchez,  but  had  no  children,  and  remained  as  the  head 
of  the  family  in  his  mo'her’s  home.  Sarah  the  eldest  daugh¬ 
ter  also  married  in  Mississippi  but  had  no  children.  Thus 
there  were  three  of  the  children,  who  left  no  lineage. 

Of  the  eldest  son,  Jedediah  II,  who  was  twenty  four 
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years  of  age,  when  the  family  emigrated,  something  must  be 
written,  even  though  his  line  does  not  belong  to  our  southern 
Smiths. 

He  was  already  married  and  settled  with  his  family  at 

Blandford,  Massachusetts  in  1776,  and  since  he  did  not  share 
the  political  views  of  his  father,  he  preferred  to  remain  in 
New  England.  In  an  account  given  in  the  official  souvenir 
of  the  Bi-Centennial  Entertainment  given  at  Blanford  in  1936 
by  the  citizens  of  the  town,  the  name  of  Jedediah  Smith  is  ac¬ 
corded  a  good  deal  of  prominence,  as  one  of  the  outstanding 
citizens  in  the  early  history  of  the  town.  He  was  not  only 
successful  in  the  management  of  his  own  affairs,  but  he  was 
interested  and  active  in  the  development  of  the  town.  He 
had  interests  in  a  number  of  enterprises,  and  acquired  large 
properties.  He  was  a  good  farmer,  lumberman,  and  a  distiller 
and  wine  merchant.  A  picture  of  his  home,  Beach  Hill,  built 
on  land  conveyed  by  Jedediah  Smith,  the  Elder,  in  1772  to 
his  son  Jedediah,  Jr.  is  shown  on  the  outside  cover  of  the 
Souvenir  folder.  This  house  was  used  by  Jedediah  II  for  a 
court  house,  since  he  was  the  Judge  of  the  District  Court 
for  many  years,  and  the  court  house  building  had  not  yet 
been  constructed.  He  also  represented  the  town  in  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Court  of  the  State  in  1795  and  1796.  The  records  say 
that  in  all  his  relations  he  was  a  just  man  and  a  gentleman. 
He  was  called  Judge  Jedediah  Smith.  He  is  buried  in  the  old 
Blandford  cemetery. 

A  descendant  of  Judge  Jedediah  Smith  of  Blandford  was 
Jedediah  Strong  Smith,  born  June  24th,  1798  and  died  March 
27th,  1831. 

He  was  a  brave  pioneer,  an  explorer  and  a  trader.  He 
must  have  been  filled  with  a  spirit  of  adventure,  and  with  a 
wanderlust  which  drove  him  far  from  his  eastern  home;  first 
into  the  Middle  West,  and  then  on  into  the  great  unexplored 
regions  of  hte  far  West.  The  records  describe  him  as  play¬ 
ing  a  prominent  part  in  opening  up  new  trails,  and  establish¬ 
ing  trade  routes  over  the  uncharted  plains  of  the  great  basin. 
He  was  also  the  first  explorer  with  a  train  of  ten  wagons 
to  pass  through  the  Nebraska  cutt-off  and  cross  the  Rocky 
Mountains.  With  a  small  following,  he  also  crossed  the  des¬ 
erts  of  the  far  South  West  and  made  his  way  to  San  Diego, 
California,  the  first  white  persons  to  enter  California  from 
the  eastern  side.  Arriving  in  California,  he  was  imprisoned 
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by  the  Mexicans,  but  was  finally  allowed  to  leave,  going 
northward  along  the  coast  into  Oregon,  and  back  through 
the  northwest  to  his  base  in  Utah.  At  last  he  was  killed  by 
an  Indian,  one  evening,  as  he  stopped  at  a  water  hole  to  allow 
his  horse  to  drink.  The  records  say  that  Jedediah  Strong 
Smith  was  a  gentleman  and  a  devout  Christian. 

A  book  which  treats  of  his  life  called,  “Travels  of  Jede¬ 
diah  Smith”  by  Sullivan,  published  in  1934  contains  a  more 
recently  discovered  transcript  of  a  narrative  of  this  explorer 
and  also  a  fragment  of  his  journal,  which  he  keot  faithfully. 
Other  references  are  “Jedediah  Smith — The  Beginning  of 
Overland  Immigration  to  the  West”  and  the  Mississippi  Val¬ 
ley  Historical  Association,  Volume  III,  pages  125-203  con¬ 
tains  an  account  of  Jedediah  Strong  Smith. 

Another  member  of  the  eastern  Smith  lines,  who  prob¬ 
ably  is  a  descendant  of  Judge  Jedediah  Smith  of  Blandford, 
is  a  man  who  lives  today  in  New  York  City  and  deserves  to 
be  mentioned. 

The  Saturday  Evening  Post  of  October  16th,  1937,  con¬ 
tained  an  account  of  a  six  foot  real  estate  agent,  Lee  Thomp¬ 
son  Smith,,  who  as  foreman  of  a  New  York  Grand  Jury  dared 
to  lead  his  jury  to  defy  organized  crime  in  that  most  corrupt 
city.  Growing  tired  in  May,  1935  of  the  trivial  testimony, 
which  had  for  two  months  been  brought  in  by  the  district 
attorney’s  office,  and  realizing  that  it  was  impossible  under 
the  existing  custom  to  make  any  headway  toward  convictions, 
the  members  of  the  Grand  Jury  revolted  and  took  matters 
in  their  own  hands.  Most  Grand  Juries  had  previously  been 
accustomed  to  accept  only  the  witnesses  and  testimony  sent 
in  by  the  district  attorney’s  office.  After  a  month  of  fight¬ 
ing  and  trying  to  get  at  real  testimony,  they  finally  succeed¬ 
ed  in  gaining  the  right  to  have  a  special  prosecuting  attorney. 
So  Lee  Thompson  Smith  had  Tom  Dewey  appointed  to  prose¬ 
cute  the  underworld  lords  of  New  York  City,  and  thus  was 
broken  up  the  racket  of  organized  crime. 

Foreman  Smith  said  that  he  remembered  that  his  an¬ 
cestor  had  braved  the  Connecticut  wilderness  to  become  the 
“first  settled  pastor  of  Wethersfield”.  This  descendant  of 
the  Rev.  Henry  Smith  had  the  courage  to  defy  the  crime  dic¬ 
tators  of  the  twentieth  century,  and  cause  a  man  to  be  put 
in  position  to  have  them  brought  to  justice. 

Now  our  narrative  has  come  down  to  the  close  of  the 
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eighteenth  century.  In  this,  the  immigration  of  the  south¬ 
ern  branch  of  the  Smith  family  into  the  Mississippi  Territory 
has  been  traced.  Here,  on  southern  soil,  our  immediate  an¬ 
cestors  were  established,  sending  down  their  family  roots 
deep  into  the  life  and  character  of  Mississippi  and  adjoining 
states.  It  is  heartening;  to  note  with  what  courage,  initiative 
and  persistence,  the  various  members  proved  themselves 
worthy  of  their  heritage  as  grandsons  and  great  grandsons 
of  the  Rev.  Henry  Smith,  Puritan  pastor. 

The  account  of  the  records  and  genealogies  of  the  other 
children  of  the  Rev.  Jedediah  Smith  will  follow  in  the  succeed¬ 
ing  chapters. 
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CHAPTER  IX 

Records  and  Genealogies  of  Josephus,  Richard 
Philetus,  and  Israel  Smith  Families 

In  the  preceding  chapter,  have  been  given  all  the  data 
our  records  contain  of  the  two  eldest  children  of  Rev.  Jede- 
diah,  who  lived  near  Natchez  with  their  mother,  Sarah  Cook 
Smith.  These  two  were  William  and  Sarah,  who  left  no  chil¬ 
dren  according  to  Stiles’  chart.  The  records  of  the  next  three 
sons,  Josephus,  Richard  Philetus,  and  Israel,  giving  the  gene¬ 
alogies  of  their  descendants  will  follow.  Following  these, 
will  be  recorded  the  families  and  genealogies  of  each  of  the 
succeeding  children  of  the  Rev.  Jedediah,  as  far  as  it  has 
been  possible  to  collect  data  of  the  generations  coming  down 
to  the  present  time. 

Josephus  Smith  6  (Rev.  Jedediah  5,  Ebenezer  4,  Ebenezer 
3,  Samuel  2,  Rev.  Henry  1)  born  1758  in  Massachusetts.  He 
was  18  years  old  upon  coming  to  Natchez,  and  was  old  enough 
to  have  been  of  considerable  help  to  his  mother  in  providing 
for  the  family,  and  protecting  them  from  Indian  attacks,  dur¬ 
ing  the  difficult]  years  of  their  early  life  in  the  strange  coun¬ 
try.  He  did  not  marry  until  1789,  when  he  was  31  years  old, 
probably  not  before  he  had  come  into  possession  of  his  own 
home,  and  was'  financially  able  to  provide  for  his  own  family. 
His  wife  was  Patience  Cobb,  a  sister  of  Priscilla  Cobb,  who 
married  his  brother  Calvin.  Josephus  and  Patience  had  only 
one  son,  for  Josephus  was  accidentally  killed  by  a  fall  from  a 
house,  while  he  was  yet  a  comparatively  young  man.  After 
his  death  his  wife  married  John  Baker,  brother  of  Luther 
Smith’s  first  wife.  The  Baker  plantation,  a  large  tract  of 
land,  where  the  town  of  Baker  Louisiana,  is  now  located,  was 
inherited  by  her  grandchildren. 

Josephus  Smith  II,  her  son  by  her  first  marriage  born 
1790,  married  in  1814  Eleanor  Smith,  who  died  in  1826. 

Family  III — Children  of  Josephus  I  and  Patience  Cobb 
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Smith 

Josephus  II — born  1790,  married  Eleanor  Smith 
Children  of  Josephus  II 

I.  Benjamin  Luther  Smith — born  1815,  married  in  1836 
to  Mary  Ann  Dutch.  She  died  in  1891. 

1.  David  Josephus — born  1838,  died  1866. 

2.  Mary  Elizabeth — born  1840,  married  1869  to 
Joseph  Barnett. 

a.  William  D.  Barnett — bom  1870. 

b.  Thomas  Luther  Barnett — born  1872,  married 

1892  to  Lou  Shafit. 

(1)  Lucy  Barnett — born  1894,  married  Mr. 
Mr.  Doeron,  lived  on  Florida  Street, 
Baton  Rouge,  La. 

(2)  Eulalie  Barnett — born  1896. 

(3)  Louise  Barnett  was  (Student  at  L.S.U.) 

(4)  Bessie  Barnett. 

c.  William  Carter  Barnett — born  1841,  killed  at 
Jonesburg,  1864,  in  action  with  Confederate 
Army. 

d.  Ida  Barnett — born  1844,  died  1866. 

II  Thomas  Bell  Smith — born  1817,  died  1851,  married 

1840  to  his  cousin,  Mrs.  Aurelia  Smith  Davis  Ripley. 

1.  Lucy  Ann  Smith — born  1841  in  Jackson,  La.,  died 
1934.  Married  in  1866  to  Captain  A.  W.  Roberts 
of  Confederate  Army.  He  died  in  1878. 

a.  Henry  Smith  Roberts — born  1869,  married  in 

1893  to  Susie  Wilcox  (Children — see  chart  of 
Family  X)  . 

b.  Abisha  William  Roberts — born  1874,  married 
1899  to  Ethel  Mae  Roberts  (Children — see 
Family  X) 

c.  Thomas  Bell  Smith  Roberts — born  1871,  mar¬ 
ried  1898  to  Julia  Thurston  (Children — see 
chart  of  Family  X). 

d.  Josephine  Aurelia  Roberts — born  1877,  lives 
in  New  Orleans,  La. 

2.  Josephine  Amanda  Smith — born  1843,  died  1860 
in  New  Orleans,  La. 

III  John  B.  Smith — born  1819,  died  1853. 

IV.  Jedediah  Smith — born  1823,  died  1868. 

V.  Josephus  III — born  1827,  died  1835. 


Richard  Philetus  Smith  6  (Rev.  Jedediah  5,  Ebenezer  4, 
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Ebenezer  3.  Samuel  2,  Rev.  Henry  1)  was  the  fifth  son  of 
Rev.  Jedediah,  born  1760  in  Massachusetts.  He  was  sixteen 
years  old  when  he  came  with  the  family  to  the  South.  He 
lived  all  the  remainder  of  his  life  near  Natchez,  marrying  a 
Miss  Thompson.  They  had  four  daughters,  Ann,  Sarah,  Char¬ 
lotte,  and  Mary,  all  of  whom  married  into  prominent  Natchez 
families.  He  must  have  been  a  large  land  owner,  for  he  was 
one  of  the  three  Smith  brothers,  who  in  1788  got  “500  ar- 
pens  of  land  from  the  Spanish  government.*  In  1799,  he  also 
bought  160  acres  from  Soloman  Wise  of  Natchez.  He  must 
have  had  more  land  than  he  needed,  for  in  Deed  Book  A  on 
page  115  of  the  records  in  the  Natchez  Court  House,  there  is 
recorded  the  following  transaction.  “For  $300  Philetus 
Smith  sells  to  his  brother,  William  B.  Smith,  a  tract  of  land 
on  St.  Catherine’s  Creek,  three  miles  from  Natchez,  605 
acres.”  This  land  is  probably  a  portion  of  the  place  now 
called  “Monmouth”,  and  was  probably  part  of  the  original 
Smith  place,  where  Sarah  Cook  Smith  settled.  Philetus  lived 
to  be  only  49  years  of  age.  Whether  he  died  before  or  after 
his  wife,  the  records  do  not  show. 

Family  IV — Richard  Philetus  Smith  and  Miss  Thompson. 

I.  Nancy  Ann  Smith — married  John  Routh  (son  of  Job 
Routh  who  married  Ann  Miller,  sister  of  Susanna 
Miller,  wife  of  Philander  Smith.  Job  Routh  built 
Routhland  in  Natchez.  John  Routh  inherited  Routh- 
land,  and  was  rich  in  lands,  slaves,  cotton  and  silver 
plate.) 

1.  Andrew  Routh — married  Miss  Skillman 
a.  Annie  Routh — married  (1)  Marshall 

(2)  Allen  Bowie 


b.  John  Routh 

c.  Matilda  Routh 

2.  Matilda  Routh — married  Dr.  Allen  Bowie 
a.  John  Bowie 

b;  Samuel  Bowie 

c.  Allen  Bowie — married  Annie  Routh  Marshall 
(see  above) 

(1)  Matilda  Bowie 

(2)  Allen  Bowie 

3.  John  K.  Routh — married — 

a.  Nannie  Routh — married  Dr.  Fenwick 

b.  Jennie  Routh — married  Mr.  Bridges 

4.  Mary  Routh — Married  Gen.  Dahlgren.  Routh¬ 
land  was  left  in  1847  by  John  Routh  to  her.  De¬ 
stroyed  by  lightning  1849 — Dunleith  built  on 
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same  site. 

II.  Charlotte  Smith — married  in  1808  to  Nathaniel  Hog- 
gatt  of  Adams  County,  Miss.  Children,  9,  of  whom 
5  grew  to  maturity. 

1.  Agnes  Hoggatt — married  (1)  John  Hoggatt  (her 
cousin) ;  (2)  Rev.  Richard  S.  Williams  (He  and 
she  drowned  on  steamship  Arctic). 

a.  John  Hoggatt 

b.  Four  little  girls — all  died  young 

2.  Charlotte  Hoggatt — married  1840  to  Gerard 
Brandon,  son  of  Gov.  Brandon  of  Mississippi  in 
1827.  Children— 13 

a.  Ella  Brandon — married  Aaron  Stanton. 

(1)  Anna  Stanton — married  Arthur  Shaw. 

(2)  Agnes  Stanton — married  Mr.  Kinsman. 

(a)  David  Kinsman. 

(b)  Elizabeth  Kinsman. 

(3)  Charlotte  Brandon  Stanton  married 
Dunbar  Merrill. 

(a)  Admiral  Aaron  Stanton  Merrill — 
married — no  children. 

(b)  Dunbar  Merrill — married  Carolyn 
Stratton. 

(1)  Ruth  Dunbar  Merrill — mar¬ 
ried  Forest  Flynn — one  son. 

b.  Mary  Brandon — married  Mr.  Carney. 

c.  Charles  G.  Brandon — married  Nell  Wailes,  no 
children 

d.  James  Brandon — married  Miss  Archer 

e.  (Eight  other,  children — names  not  known) 

3.  John  Hoggatt — died  at  24  years  unmarried. 

4.  Anthony  Hoggatt — married  Martha  Ann  Robards 
Children— 7 

a.  David  Hoggatt 

b.  Agnes  Hoggatt 

c.  Five  other  children  (names  not  known) 

5.  Nathaniel  Hoggatt 

6.  Sarah  Hoggatt 

7.  Philip  Hoggatt 

8.  Two  other  children 

III.  Mary  Smith — married  (1)  John  James  Mitchell,  her 
cousin,  son  of  Philomela  Smithf  (2)  Hillard  Hulbert 

IV.  Sarah  Smith — married  Samuel  McCaleb 

Israel  Smith  6  (Rev.  .Tedediah  5,  Ebenezer  4,  Ebenezer  3, 
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Samuel  2,  Rev.  Henry  1),  sixth  son  of  Rev.  Jedeediah,  was 
born  1763,  and  was  13  years  old  upon  coming  to  Natchez.  The 
descendants  of  this  son  playfully  called  themselves  “The  Chil¬ 
dren  of  Israel”,  to  differentiate  themselves  from  the  other 
Smiths.  Many  of  them  became  distinguished  men*  some  min¬ 
isters  and  others  judges.  They  scattered  from  Natchez  all 
over  Mississippi  into  Louisiana  and  states  east  and  north. 

Israel  Smith  married  first  Sallie  Cobb,  sister  of  Patience 
and  Priscilla  Cobb,  who  were  the  wives  of  his  brothers,  Jo¬ 
sephus  and  Calvin.  Sallie  Cobb  Smith  evidently  did  not  live 
long.  Israel  Smith  owned  500  arpens  of  land,  his  share  in 
the  Spanish  land  grant  made  ir  1788  to  the  three  brothers. 
His  second  marriage  was  to  Jane  Lorenza  Doane,  whom  he 
outlived  ten  years.  His  home  place  was  called  Mt.  Inde¬ 
pendence,  situated  near  Mt.  Retirement,  the  plantation  of  his 
brother  Calvin  Smith,  southwest  of  Natchez  about  nine  miles. 
Of  the  nine  children  of  Israel  Smith,  only  three,  Elizabeth, 
Israel  P.,  and  Joshua,  died  unmarried  and  without  progeny. 
His  other  children,  Anne,  Jane  Amanda,  Hester,  Horatio, 
Mary  and  Susan  all,  married  into  prominent  families,  and  had 
large  numbers  of  children.  Israel  Smith  died  February  2, 
1824,  and  lies  buried  in  the  graveyard  at  Mt.  Independence. 
The  following  inscriptions,  on  some  of  the  tombs,  are  inter¬ 
esting. 

Sacred  to  the  memory  of 
Israel  Smith 

who  departed  this  life  on  the  2nd  of  Feb.,  1824 
in  the  58th  year  of  his  age 
This  monument  erected  by  his  affectionate  children 


Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Jane  L.  Smith  (2nd  wife) 
who  departed  this  life  March  6th,  1814 
in  the  39th  year  of  her  age 
This  monument  erected  by  her  affectionate  children 


Sacred  to  the  memory  of 
Elizabeth  Smith 
Born  October  11th,  1793 
Died  January  29th,  1839 

The  following  wills  of  Elizabeth  Smith  and  Israel  P., 
found  in  the  Will  Books  in  the  Natchez  Court  House  are  in¬ 
teresting  for  the  glimpses  they  give  of  family  relationships, 
and  also  of  personal  possessions  of  those  days.  Elizabeth 
was  46  years  old  at  the  time  of  her  death.  She  had  inherited 
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property  from  her  fathert  in  1824. 

Will  Book  2,  page  185 — Will  of  Elizabeth  Smith 

“Gives  to  Samuel  and  Susan  Postlethwaite,  children  of 
W.  D.  Postlethwaite  and  Susan  Smith  (her  sister)  one  negro 
girl  and  one  negro  boy. 

“To  said  Susan  Postlethwaite,  one  gold  watch,  bureau, 
bed  and  bedding,  bolster,  and  pillows. 

“To  Brother  Horatio  N.  Smith,  undivided  part  of  tract 
of  land,  known  as  “Buffalo,”  and  to  his  wife,  Helen  Smith, 
and  to  my  niece,  Eliza  Purviance,  a  gold  watch  each. 

“To  each  of  my  other  nieces  and  nepphews,  not  already 
mentioned,  beginning  with  Julia  Scott,  a  gold  pencil  each. 

“To  John  Buhler,  silver  spoons  formerly  belonging  to  his 
mother. 

“To  my  sister,  Jane  Gillespie,  “Scott’s  Commentaries,” 
my  cloak,  and  other  articles,  she  may  choose  from  my  ward¬ 
robe,  also  my  sugar  tongs. 

“Residue  of  my  wardrobe,  I  give  to  my  sister,;  Ann  Scott. 

“Books  to  be  divided  among  my  family,  excepting  “Se- 
gourney’s  Letters”  and  the  “Young  Ladies  Friend,”  the  first 
to  be  given;  to  Mrs.  Dunlap,  and  the  latter  to  Adalaide  Baker. 

“My  large  breastbid  to  Mrs.  Van  Court;  my  wash-stand 
to  Aunt  Selby. 

“To  my  brother  Israel  P.  Smith,  negro  man,  John,  and 
my  riding  horse — John  to  be  free  at  Israel’s  death. 

“After  estate  is  settled,  $100  to  be  set  apart  for  the 
use  of  the  church  to  be  built  near  Mr.  Dunbar’s. 

“One  third  of  my  estate  to  be  set  aside  for  religious 
and  benevolent  societies,  selected  by  brother  Israel,  and  I  de¬ 
sire  particularly  that  he  should  give  a  portion  to  the  Coloniza¬ 
tion  Society.  Of  the  other  two  thirds  of  my  estate,  he  is 
to  have  one  half,  the  other  half  to  go  to  the  children  of  sister 
Ann  Scott,  and  is  understood  that  the  half  to  my  brother 
is  to  include  one  seventh  part  of  Independence  plantation 
which  is  bequeathed  particularly  to  him. 

(signed):  Elizabeth  Smith’’ 

But  the  beloved  brother  of  Elizabeth  only  survived  her 
fourteen  years,  and  he  in  turn  made  his  will,  as  is  recorded 
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in  the  following  extract: 

Will  Book  No.  2,  Page  431 — 1853 
Will  of  Israel  P.  Smith,  son  of  Israel,  son  of  Jedediah 

“First,  I  commit  my  soul  to  the  mercy  of  God  in  Christ 
Jesus. 

“To  my  dear  brother  Horatio,  my  horse,  bridle  and  saddle. 
Also  my  gold  watch,  one  worn  by  our  father  and  after  him 
by  our  lamented  and  deceased  brother,  as  a  memorial  of  my 
sincere  affection  for  him. 

“To  my  dear  friend  James  A.  Gillespie,  all  of  my  personal 
effects,  books,  book  case,  furniture,  guns,  etc.,  as  a  small  tes¬ 
timony  of  my  regard  and  friendship  for  him. 

“My  dear  friend  James  Purviance  is  indebted  to  me  in 
the  sum  of  $500  for  which  I  hold  his  notes  dated  April  1st, 
1851  at  6  per  cent  interest,  which  interest  I  acknowledge  to 
have  received.  This  debt  I  hereby  cancel  and  direct?  the  notes 
to  be  given  to  him. 

“I  give  to  my  faithful  servant  John  his  freedom  and  di¬ 
rect  my  executors  to  take  immediate  steps  to  carry  out  my 
wishes  concerning  him.  I  further  give  and  bequeath  unto 
him,  (John),  the  sum  of  $500  and  all  my  wardrobe,  and  I 

further  direct  that  the  sum  of  $ _ be  appropriated  by 

my  executors  for  the  purchase  of  his  wife  Polly,  and  her 
freedom  be  given  her. 

“To  the  children  of  my  late  dear  sister  Ann  Scott,  viz, 
Eliza  Purviance,  Julia  Ogden,  Susan  Hall,  John  F.  Scott  and 
Israel  Scott  I  give  and  bequeath  my  remaining  property,  ex¬ 
cept  so  much  as  may  be  necessary  to  pay  my  debts  and  fun¬ 
eral  expenses,  consisting  of  all  my  right,  title  and  interest  in 
the  Buffalo  tract  of  land  in  Wilkinson  County,  Miss.,  also 
my  right,  title  and  interest  in  the  Springfield  tract  in  East 
Baton  Rouge,  La.;  also  all  money  due  me  on  notes  or  other¬ 
wise,  all  money  on  hand  at  time  of  my  decease. 

“I  lament  that  I  cannot  leave  some  memorial  of  my  re¬ 
gard  to  my  dear  nephews  and  nieces — I  hope  they  will  not 
attribute  that  omission  to  any  want  of  affection  on  my  part. 

“I,  appoint  James  A.  Gillespie  and  James  Purviance  exec¬ 
utors,  and  enjoin  them  to  make  all  reasonable  exertion  to  sell 
the  land  bequeathed  to  the  children  of  my  sister,  Ann  Scott. 

Israel  P.  Smith” 


Family  V.  Israel  Smith  and  Sallie  Cobb,  and  Jane  Lo- 
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rettzo  t)oatte 

I  Elizabeth  Smith — born  1793,  died  1839,  unmarried. 

Will  given  above 

II.  Ann  (Nancy  Smith — married  John  Scott,  son  of  Susan 

Miller  Scott,  second  wife  of  Philander  Smith 

1.  Julia  Scott — married  Judge  A.  Nash  Ogden 

a.  Hon.  Horatio  Ogden — died  1883,  married  Mar¬ 
tini  Kennedy,  Attorney  General  of  Louisiana 
during  Governor  Nichols’  administration. 

(1)  Julia  Ogden,  married  Alfred  Holt 

(a)  Horatio  0.  Holt 

(b)  Bernard  Shipp  Holt,  M.  D.,  practic¬ 
ing  medicine  Port  Gibson,  Miss. 

(2)  Sadie  Ogden- — married  Wilmer  Shields, 
Home  in  New  Orleans,  Louisiana. 

(a)  Wilmer  Shields — prominent  civic 
worker  in  New  Orleans 

(3)  Horatio  Ogden,  Jr.  He  lived  to  be  60  odd 
years  old 

(4)  Tinie  Ogden — died  young 

(5)  Hill  Ogden — married  three  times 

b.  Lizzie  Ogden — lived  to  be  69  years  old  in  New  Or¬ 
leans 

c.  Captain  William  Ogden — married  Miss  Hunt.  He 
was  elder  of  First  Presbyterian  Church  in  New  Or¬ 
leans 

(1)  William  Ogden,  Jr. — married  Clara  McPhee- 
tus 

(a)  William  McPheetus  —  married  Ethel 

Hunt.  Family  lives  in  Chicago 

((1))  William  McPheetus,  Jr. 

((2))  Ethel  McPheetus 

(b)  Laura  Ogden  McPheetus — married  G. 

Russell  McClelland  of  Oklahoma 

((1))  Marian  McClelland 

((3))  Sally  Ann  McClelland 

(c)  Marie  McPheetus — married  Charles  Hall. 

They  live  in  Chattanooga,  Tenn. 

(2)  Dr.  Dunbar  Ogden — married  Grace  Augusta  Cox 
of  Columbus,  Miss.  He  began  studying  for  the  min¬ 
istry  at  16  years  old,  graduate  of  Southwestern 
University  now  located  at  Memphis.  Traveled 
aboard  a  great  deal.  Presbyteiarn  minister  at  Na¬ 
poleon  Avenue  Church,  New  Orleans,  La.  Resigned 
1950. 
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(a)  Dunbar  Ogden,  Jr. — married  Dorothy.  Live  in 
in  Portsmouth,  Ohio. 

((1))  Dunbar  Ogden,  III 
((2))  David  Ogden 
((3))  Jonathan  Ogden 

/  (b)  Grace  Augusta  Ogden  —  married  Wallace 
|  Moore  of  Palo  Alto,  California 

((1))  Grace  Augusta  Moore 
((2))  Margaret  Ann  Moore 

(c)  Warren  Cox  Ogden — married  Frances  Robin¬ 
son — Lives  in  New  Orleans,  and  works  on  the 
Times-Picayune  paper 

((1))  Frances  Ogden 

(d)  Elizabeth  Ogden — secretary  to  her  father, 
Dr.  Dunbar  Ogden 

(e)  Margaret  Ogden — married  Walton  Stewart 
((1))  Margaret  Ogden  Stewart 

(f)  Frederick  William  Ogden,  M.  D.  Settled  in 
in  Atlanta,  Georgia. 

(g)  Esther  Jonte  Ogden — Student  at  Agnes  Scott 
College,  Georgia 

(3)  Estelle  Ogden — married  Thomas  Reed.  Home  in 
Natchez 

(a)  Elizabeth  Reed — married  Irvine  H.  Ander¬ 
son 

((1))  Irvine  Anderson  (10  years  old)  1939 
((2))  Robert  Reed  Anderson  (8  years 
old)  1939 

(b)  Estelle  Reed — graduate  of  M.S.C.W.  Teach¬ 
er  in  Laurel,  Miss.,  city  school  in  1939 

(c)  Thomas  James  Reed — married  Ethel  Profi¬ 
let.  Representative  from  Adams  County  in 
State  Legislature 

((1))  Thomas  James  Reed — born  1938. 

d.  Edmund  Ogden  (son  of  Julia  Scott  and  Judge  Nash 
Ogden)  married  Sally  Hall 

(1)  Sallie  Ogden 

(2)  Julia  Ogden 

(3)  Lizzie  Ogden 

(4)  Lucile  Ogden 

e.  Julia  Ogden — married  Nat  Wickliffe 

(1)  Rhoda  Wickliffe — married  George  Vernard 

(2)  Ogden  Wickliffe — married  Miss  Nichols — 
who  died 

(a)  2  daughters 
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(b)  1  son  '  ;  v  " 

f.  Octo'  Ogden— married  Miss  Jennings,  daughter  of 
Judge  Jennings  of  New  Orleans,  La. 

(1)  Edmund  Ogden — died 

(2)  Tossie  Ogden — married  Mr.  Spiller,  attorney 
at  Amite,  La. 

(a)  2  sons 

(b)  1  daughter 

*2.  Eliza  Scott — daughter  of  Ann  Smith  and  John 
Scott)  married  James  Purviance,  a  Presbyterian 
minister 

a;  3  daughters — all  dead 
b.  1  son 

3.  Susan  Scott — married  William  Hall 

a.  Anna  Hall — married  William  Cannon 

b.  Susan  Hall — married  Dr.  Thomas  Wickliffe. 
They  lived  at  Cannonsburg,  Miss..  She  was 
still  living  at  Bedford,  their  home  place,  1939 

(1)  Sue  Willie  Wickliffe — married  Hebert 

(2)  Orica  Wickliffe — married  Mr.  Wade. 
Her  home  in  Port  Gibson,  Miss. 

(3)  Tom  Wickliffe 

4.  John  F.  Scott,  M.  D. — married  Lina  Prickett 

a.  Walter  Scott 

b.  Minnie  Scott — married  Mr.  Latimer 

(1)  a  son 

5.  Israel  Scott — married  Emily  Turpin 

a.  3  sons 

b.  Laura  Scott — lives  on  Sicily  Island,  La. 

6.  Walter  Scott — married  Mary  Whitely 

III.  Jane  Amanda  Smith — married  James  Alcorn  Gillespie 
1.  Mary  Gillespie — married  Louis  Winston 

3.  Jane  Gillespie — married 

3.  Anna  Gillespie — married  Dudley  Hayden 

4.  William  Gillespie — married — two  children 

IV.  Israel  P.  Smith — died  1853  unmarried  (will  given 
above) 

V.  Hester  Smith — married  John  Christian  Buhler  II 
(cousin)  grandson  of  Elnathan  Smith 

1.  John  Pvobert  Buhler 

a.  Four  daughters  (line  given  in  Chapter  V 
above) 

VI.  Joshua  Smith — died  unmarried 

VII.  Mary  Smith — married  Judge  Abner  Nash  Ogden 
1.  Mary  Ogden 
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2.  Rev.  Abner  Ogden 

VIII.  Horatio  N.  Smith — married  Helen  Dunlap 

1.  Dunlap  Smith 

2.  Horatio  Smith,  Jr. 

3.  Annette  Smith 

4.  Helen  Smith 

IX.  Susan  Smith — born  1813,  died  1835,  married  W.  D. 
Postlethwaite 

1. *»  Samuel  Postlethwaite 

2.  Susan  Postlethwaite 
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CHAPTER  X 


Philander  Smith  and  His  Family 

Regarding  the  next  son  of  the  Rev.  Jedediah,  Philander 
Smith,  an  unusually  full  report  is  possible  for  our  research 
on  him.  Accounts  of  him  in  the  family  records,;  not  only  give 
the  genealogy  of  his  line,  but  relate  some  of  the  stories  of 
his  life,  revealing  his  character  and  experiences.  He  is  men¬ 
tioned  also  in  a  history  of  the  Natchez  of  his  day,  “Natchez, 
Its  Early  History”  written  by  Joseph  Dunbar  Shields,  edited 
by  his  granddaughter,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Murray  of  Natchez.  It 
is  an  interesting  and  informative  picture  of  the  time.  For 
JudgQ  Shields  was  one  of  the  best  authorities  of  that  district, 
during  the  years  when  Natchez  was  the  social,  political  and 
cultural  center  of  the  Southwest.  Philander’s  name  is  also 
found  in  Dunbar  Rowland’s  History  of  Mississippi,  Vol.  1,  and 
in  the  Mississippi  Register.  Likewise  in  the  Courthouse  at 
Natchez  are  found  more  personal  records  of  him,  especially 
his  will  and  some  business  documents  that  throw  light  upon 
his  character,  and  his  devotion  to  his  family.  From  these 
sources,  is  compiled  the  following  record  of  him  and  his  life. 

PHILANDER  SMITH  6,  (Rev.  Jedediah  5,  Ebe- 
nezer  4,  Ebenezer  3,  Samuel  2,  Rev.  Henry  1) 

Born  at  Granville,  Massachusetts  1765,  came  to  Mis¬ 
sissippi  when  eleven  years  old,  lived  until  grown  at 
his  mother’s  home  on  St.  Catherine  Creek  a  few 
miles'  southwest  of  Natchez.  When  twenty-three,  he 
married  Esther  Brashier,  and  established  his  own 
home  on  a  plantation  called  “Burleigh”,  in  the  Sec¬ 
ond  Creek  neighborhood.  There  seven  children  were 
born  to  him  by  his  wife,  Esther,  i  After  her  death  in 
1801  he  married  Susanna  Miller  Scott,  who  survived 
him.  He  died  June  29th,  1824.  In  his  will  written 
April  1824,  five  living  children1  were  mentioned. 

To  this  bare  skeleton  of  the  man’s  life  can  be  added  some 
interesting  details  which  make  him  seem  real  and  life-like. 
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Philanders  plantation  home  was  called  “Burleigh”,  named 
for  an  early  ancestor  of  the  Smiths,  Lord  Burleigh  of  Queen 
Elizabeth’s  day.  It  joined  the  land  of  his  brother,  Calvin 
Smith  nine  miles  southwest  of  Natchez  on  the  old  Kingston 
-  Road.  Following  this  old  Kingston  or  Upper  Woodville  road, 
one  seeking  today  to  locate  the  site  of  Philander’s  estate,  will 
travel  southwest  from  Natchez,  crossing  Second  Creek  about 
seven  and  a  half  miles  from  Natchez.  Driving  about  a  half 
a  mile  further,  a  narrow  deep-cut  road  turns  off  to  the  left 
from  the  highway.  Following  this  old  worn  down  clay  road 
in  a  straight  course- for  about  a  mile,  one  turns  again  sharply 
to  the  right.  Stopping  at  this  point  and  looking  toward  the 
left  side  one  locates  the  spot  where  Philander’s  house  once 
stood,  long  since  destroyed  by  fire.  Calvin  Smith’s  house 
was  about  two  miles  further  down  the  drive,  where  a  house 
still  stands,  but  the  Philander  Smith  family  graveyard  is  still 
to  be  found  across  the  field  next  to  Second  Creek.  Visiting 
this  old  cemetery,  one  reads  on  an  old  tombstone  the  follow¬ 
ing  words: 

“Philander  Smith 

Who  was  born  on  the  11th  of  January,  1765,  and 
died  on  the  29th  of  June,  1824,  in  the  59th 
year  of  his  age,  a  few  weeks  after  he  had  pub¬ 
licly  confessed  his  faith  in  Jesus  and  received 
the  sacred  memorial  of  a  Saviour’s  love.” 

An  incident  is  recorded,  which  shows  a  high  degree  of 
courage  and  strength  of  character  which  was  exhibited  by 
Philander,  when  he  was  about  fourteen  years  old.  One  day 
to  his  mother’s  house  came  the  sudden  alarm  of  a  possible 
attack  of  Indians,  as  word  was  being  sent  out  to  all  families 
living  in  the  adjacent  country,  urging  them  to  escape  into  the 
fort  in  Natchez  for  protection.  When  the  dread  message 
came  to  the  Smiths,  all  was  excitement  and  hurried  departure 
from  their  home  on  St.  Catherine’s  Creek.  When  they  left 
the  house,  only  the  mother  tarried  a  moment  to  snatch  up  a 
little  food  for  provisions  for  her  children.  They  passed  along 
the  road  to  Natchez  as  fast  as  they  could  peering  into  the 
bushes  as  they  went  along.  But  they  arrived  safely,  without 
encountering  the  Indian  raiders.  However,  the  Smiths  found 
the  fort  already  crowded  with  refugees,  so  that  there  were 
no  beds,  nor  chairs  for  the  late  comers  to  occupy.  Sarah  Cook 
Smith  and  her  children  must  just  sit  or  lie  down  upon  the 
ground.  Now  Philander  loved  his  mother  dearly,  and  seeing 
how  uncomfortable  she  was,  he  slipped  out  of  the  fort  un- 
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hoticed  by  any  of  the  family,  and  running  back  along  the  road 
they  had  just  traveled,  facing  possible  death  at  the  hands 
of  the  Indians,  he  returned  as  quickly  as  he  could  to  his  home. 
Entering  the  deserted  house,  he  lifted  his  mother’s  large  arm¬ 
chair  to  his  shoulders,  and  heavy  as  it  was,  he  carried  it  back 
in  the  growing  darkness  to  the  fort  where  he  placed  it  gra¬ 
ciously  at  his  mother’s  feet  to  her  great  surprise  and  pleas¬ 
ure.  This  act  of  loving  service  showed  a  degree  of  unselfish 
consideration  and  courage  that  a  mother  might  well  be  proud 
of.  The  Indians’  attack  did  not  materialize,  but  the  settlers 
remained  in  the  fort  several  days  before  they  dared  to  return 
to  their  homes,  none  the  worse  for  the  experience. 

As  the  boy,  Philander  grew  into  manhood,  he  became 
more  and  more  trustworthy,  full  of  force  and  strength  of 
character.  He  must  have  been  of  great  assistance  to  his 
mother  during  those  years.  When  he  was  twenty  three  he 
married  and  moved  away  to  establish  his  own  home  on  Sec¬ 
ond  Creek.  He  must  have  been  a  good  farmer  and  business 
man,  for  he  acquired  land  and  slaves  and  other  propperty. 
When  he  was  thirty-four  years  old,  he  had  grown  to  be  a 
highly  esteemed  citizen  in  the  Natchez  District  and  was  ac¬ 
tive  in  many  movements  for  political  freedom  and  public  wel¬ 
fare.  His  name  is  mentioned  at  this  time,  in  Joseph  Dunbar 
Shields’  book,  ‘Natchez,  Its  Early  History”,  along  with  those 
of  Governor  Claiborne,  Thomas  Hinds,  William  Dunbar  and 
Isaac  Briggs,  Job  Routh  and  other  distinguished  citizens,  who 
stood  out  as  devoted  patriots  of  their  day. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  at  this  time  in  1797  the 
Spaniards  still  held  dominion  over  the  whole  District  of  Nat¬ 
chez,  regardless  of  the  treaty  signed  in  1795  between  Spain 
and  the  United  States  Government,  by  the  terms  of  which 
Natchez  and  all  that  section  lying  north  of  the  31st  parallel 
of  latitude  became  the  territory  of  the  United  States.  So  by 
rights,  the  Spaniards  had  no  claim  to  the  territory.  But  the 
Spanish  commander  at  Fort  Panmure  at  Natchez  refused  to 
leave  the  town,  and  the  Spanish  soldiers  continued  to  be  gar¬ 
risoned  in  the  fort,  much  to  the  indignation  of  the  citizens. 
Finally  matters  came  to  a  head,  when  the  Spaniards  one  day 
seized  a  Baptist  minister,  and  confined  him  in  stocks  in  the 
fort.  The  people  were  so  enraged  that  they  determined  to 
do  something  to  free  themselves  from  the  Spaniards  and  their 
hateful  rule.  The  result  was  the  first  meeting  of  a  represen¬ 
tative  body  of  men  in  the  Natchez  District.  This  first  po- 
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litical  assembly  took  place  one  night  about  six  miles  out  from 
Natchez  near  the  town  of  Washington.  To  the  home  of  Ben¬ 
jamin  Bealk,  there  came  riding  out  on  their  horses  that  night 
the  determined  and  influential  men  of  the  community,  who 
had  decided  that  the  time  had  come  for  action.  As  a  re¬ 
sult  of  this  conference  a  permanent  committee,  consisting  of 
nine  prominent  men  were  chosen  to  form  a  standing  ‘Commit¬ 
tee  of  Public  Safety”  to  represent  all  the  people  and  take 
charge  of. the  affairs  of  the  District.  Philander  Smith  was  a 
member  of  this  Committee,  which  met  regularly  and  became 
a  valuable  supervisory  body  to  manage  the  affairs  of  the  dis¬ 
trict.  They  passed  upon  every  action  that  was  planned,  es¬ 
pecially  what  procedure  should  be  followed  in  their  effort  to 
oust  the  Spaniards.  As  the  representatives  of  the  people, 
they  called  upon  the  Governor  and  demanded  that  he  take 
his  departure  and  have  his  troops  evacuate  the  town.  Not 
gaining  the  response  they  hoped,  they  applied  for  aid  to  the 
Federal  government.  Finally  they  secured  cooperation,  and 
with  the  aid  of  a  United  States  surveyor,  a  military  escort 
and  a  local  force  of  volunteers,  the  Spaniards  were  at  last 
driven  out,  and  in  the  Spring  of  1798  the  flag  of  the  United 
States  was  unfurled  over  the  town,  and  all  the’  people  rejoiced 
that  they  were  at  last  free  Americans.  The  Committee  had 
done  its  work  well. 

In  the  years  that  followed,  the  United  States  Congress 
reorganized  the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  provided  a  gover¬ 
nor,  a  secretary  and  three  judges  for  administering  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  the  Territory.  Under  this  first  governor,  Winthrop 
Sargent,  Philander  Smith  was  appointed  Conservator  of  the 
Peace,  and  later  was  made  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  Court 
of  General  Quarter  Sessions  1-2.  He  was  also  commissioned 
Captain  of  Territorial  Militia.  3  Afterwards  in  1801  during 
Governor  Claiborne’s  administration  Philander  was  elected  to 
the  Legislative  Assembly  from  his  county,  and  served  from 
1804  to  1811  as  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
He  was  Speaker  of  the  House  from  1804  to  1805.  In  all  his 
political  activities,  a  contemporary  said,  that  his  service  was 
characterized;  by  a  high  sense  of  honor  and  irreproachable  in¬ 
tegrity  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty. 

Joseph  Shields’  “Natchez,  It’s  Early  History”,  pp-27 

1.  Dunbar  Rowland,  “History  of  Mississippi”,  Vol.  1-pp  369 

2.  Mississippi  Register  (1907)  pp.  11 

3  &  4  Ibid,  pp  13 — pp.  5  and  10. 
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Philander  Smith  not  only  had  a  part  in  the  political  ac¬ 
tivities;  of  his  day,  but  he  had  a  share  in  the  efforts  made  at 
that  time  for  the  advancement  of  education  in  the  counties 
of  Adams  and  Pickering.  He  belonged  to  that  fair  sprinkling 
of  intellectual  men  who  were  interested  in  providing  for  the 
boys  and  girls  of  the  second  generation  in  Mississippi  greater 
educational  advantages  and  culture  than  their  parents  of  the 
18th  century  had  known.  Philander  Smith  joined  with  a 
group  of  nineteen  men  distinguished  for  their  wealth,  in¬ 
fluence  and  intellectual  standing,  in  organizing  what  was 
called  “The  Mississippi  Society  for  the  Acquirement  and  Dis¬ 
semination  of  Useful  Knowledge”.  Some  of  the  men  were 
Governor  Claiborne,  William  Dunbar,  Henderson,  Briggs,  and 
Tooley.  The  Society  imported  a  large  chest  of  books  from 
the  east  for  their  individual  improvement  and  intellectual 
good  fellowship.  _  There  exists  today  in  the  writer’s  posses¬ 
sion  several  of  these  old  books,  one  especially,  an  old  Mathe¬ 
matics  tex,t  book  on  Conic  Sections,  which  belonged  to  Phi¬ 
lander  Smith,  for  on  the  front  cover  of  this  old  worn  book 
and  also  on  the  fly  leaf,  written  in  Philander’s  own  handwrit¬ 
ing  in  ink  is  the  inscription:  “Philander  Smith’s  Book”.  It 
must  be  remembered|  that  Philander’s  father  graduated  A.  B. 
and  M.  A.  from  Yale  University. 

The  Society  continued  to  function  as  late  as  1813.  Those 
nineteen  men  met  and  discussed  all  topics  of  the  day,  as  well 
as  planning  the  promotion  of  education  in  the  Territory.  It 
was  said  that  the  Society  was  to  some  extent  a  Republican 
political  club,  supporting  the  policies  of  Jefferson,  but  the 
main  purpose  of  the  organization  was  the  encouragement  of 
learning  and  the  establishment  of  schools.  During  its  exis¬ 
tence,  the  Charter  for  Jefferson  College  was  secured  and  the 
school  was  to  be  located  at  Washington,  a  town  about  six 
miles  from  Natchez,  out  on  the  Nashville  trace.  Washing¬ 
ton  had  become  in  the  early  years  of  the  19th  century,  not 
only  the  capital  of  the  State  but  also  the  social  and  intellec¬ 
tual  center  of  the  region.  It  grew  to  boast  not  only  a  reading 
room  (books  probably  supplied  from  the  chest  of  the  Society), 
a  newspaper,  Jefferson  College  for  boys,  but  also  Elizabeth 
Female  Academy  for  girls.  Jefferson  College  was  founded 
in  1802,  and  continues  in  existence  today  as  an  educational 
institution.  Elizabeth  Female  Academy  was  established  in 
1818  and  was  the  first  college  for  women  in  the  United  States 
to  grant  diplomas  to  women.  Philander  Smith’s  home  was 
near  Washington  to  which  he  could  easily  ride  on  his  horse 
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in  a  short  time.  He  must  have  been  interested  in  the  Acad¬ 
emy  for  he  sent  his  favorite  nice  Aurelia  Smith  there  to 
study,  when  she  came  to  live  at  her  Uncle’s  house  after  the 
death  of  her  mother.  Aurelia  was  one  of  the  first  graduates 
from  the  Academy.  Thus  it  is  evident  that  the  Society  in 
this  outpost  of  civilization  left  its  impress  upon  the  life  of 
the  people,  and  that  the  development  of  education  in  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Territory  was  greatly  benefited  by  its  existence. 

Another  evidence  of  the  fact  that  Philander  Smith  was  a 
highly  esteemed  man  in  the  Mississippi  Territory  is  shown 
by  the  fact  that  he  was  chosen  foreman  of  the  Grand  Jury 
before  which  Aaron  Burr  was  brought,  when  Burr  came 
south,  reportedly  to  create  an  empire.  The  hearing  was  held 
at  Washington,  February  3rd,  1807,  in  a  small  brick  building 
just  inside  the  campus  of  Jefferson  College.  But  the  room 
being  so  crowded,  the  court  adjourned  to  sit  outside  under  a 
large  live  oak  tree,  which  still  stands  on  the  grounds  at  Jef¬ 
ferson  College,  though  the  brick  building  has  long  since  been 
taken  down,  j  Attorney  General  Poindexter  stated  that  Burr’s 
offenses  were  not  such  as  to  come  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Territorial  Courts.  The  next  day  the  Grand  Jury  re¬ 
turned  the  opinion  that  Burr  was  not  guilty  of  crime  against 
the  Territory.  He  was  placed  under  bond,  but  fled  away  in 
the  night.  Later  he  was  apprehended  and  acquitted  in  a  fed¬ 
eral  court  in  the  East. 

Probably  it  was  during  this  time  of  his  greatest  promi¬ 
nence  that  Philander  had  his  portrait  painted  which  accord¬ 
ing  to  family  tradition  was  done  by  the  artist  Gilbert  Stuart 
who  also  made  a  portrait  of  Governor  Winthrop  Sargent,  but 
it  seems  more  probably  the  work  of  an  oil\  painter,  John  Stein 
of  Pennsylvania  who  resided  in  Natchez  at  this  time  and 
taught  Audubon  his  first  use  of  oils  in  painting.  This  paint¬ 
ing  of  Philander  Smith  now  hangs  in  the  hall  of  the  home  of 
the  writer.  A  portrait  of  Governor  David  Holmes,  who  was 
appointed  to  office  in  1810,  by  President  Madison  was  made 
at  the  same  time.  This  portrait  of  Governor  Holmes  was 
owned  for  a!  long  time  by  his  friend  Joseph  Dunbar  of  Jeffer¬ 
son  County,  Mississippi. 

Turning  from  this  view  of  the  public  life  of  Philander 
Smith,  it  is  to  be  noted  that  his  private  life  was  as  praise¬ 
worthy  as  his  public  career  was  exemplary.  He  was  a  kind 
husband  and  a  devoted  father.  His  first  marirage  in  1788 
to  Esther  Brashier  was  successful,  happy  and  blessed  with 
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seven  children,  though  only  five  grew  to  maturity  and  Wefe 
succeeded  by  families.  Esther,  his  first  wife  is  described 
as  a  beautiful  and  gracious  woman.  The  story  is  told  that 
among  a  number  of  negroes  brought  from  Africa,  and  bought 
by  her  husband,  who  transferred  them  to  his  plantation  on 
Second  Creek,  there  was  one  man,  who  claimed  to  be  the  cen¬ 
ter  of  attention,  not  only  by  the  other  nergoes  in  his  group, 
who  paid  him  great  respect,  but  also  by  the  overseer,  who 
could  not  control  him.  Even  after  repeated  punishment,  the 
overseer  bn  the  plantation  could  not  conquer  the  will  of  this 
negro  alone,  and  the  negro  grew  more  sullen,  the  more'  he  was 
punished.  Finally  one  day,  Mistress  Esther  could  no  longer 
endure  the  sight  of  this  man  being  continually  beaten,  so  she 
hurried  out  to  the  negro  quarters,  where  he  was  being 
whipped,  and  ordered  the  overseer  to  stop  the  punishment. 
The  result  was  that  as  soon  as  the  man  was  freed  from  the 
whipping  post,  *he  ran  to  where  the  mistress  stood,  threw 
himself  on  the  ground  at  her  feet  and  lifting  her  foot,  placed 
it  upon  his  neck,  indicating  his  submission  to  her.  Ever 
after,  he  was  an  obedient  and  faithful  servant  to  her  and  to 
the  family  as  long  as  he  lived.  His  name  was  probably  John, 
and  is  mentioned  in  Philander’s  will.  This  kind  and  lovely 
mother  and  wife,  Esther  Brashier  Smith,  died  at  the.  age  of  55 
years  on  October  21st,  1801,  just  at  the  time  when  she  would 
have  been  most  proud  of  her  husband’s  success  and  splendid 
achievements.  Her  grave  is  to  be  found  in  the  Philander 
Smith  family  cemetery  at  his  plantation,  with  these  words 
on  her  tomb,  testifying  to  her  husband’s  deep  love. 

Esther  Smith 

the  wife  of  Philander,  who  died  on  the  21st  of  Oct., 

1801  in  the  55th  year  of  her  age.  ‘Oh  my  soul,  what 
means  this  sadness.  Wherefore  art  thou  thus  cast 
down,  Let  they  restless  tears  be  gone,  Look  to  Jesus, 
and  rejoice  in  his  dear  name.” 

Later,  Philander  married  a  second  wife,  Susanna  Miller 
Scott,  widow  of  John  Scott.  She  was  a  sister  of  Christopher 
Miller,  who  was  the  secretary  of  state  to  one  of  the  Spanish 
governors  of  the  Natchez  District.  For  the  brother  and  sister 
had  come  from  Switzerland  to  America  during  the  Spanish 
regime  and  settled  in  Natchez.  Susannna  Miller  Scott  Smith 
was  a  woman  of  firm  strong  character,  as  is  shown  in  her 
face  in  her  portrait,  which  must  have  been  painted  at  the 
time  that  Philander’s  portrait  was  made,  and  which  hangs  in 
the  home  of  Mrs.  P.  H.  Jones  in  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana.  But 
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she  was  kind  to  her  step  children  as  much  as  she  was  to  her 
own  two  children,  who  came  with  her  to  Philander’s  home. 
They  were  Annabell  Scott  and  John  Scott.  She  turned  over 
all  her  property  to  Philander  to  be  managed  for  her  and 
her  children.  How  faithfully  Philander  carried  out  this  trust 
is  seen  in  his  will  which  follows  below.  Susanna  outlived  her 
husband  Philander,  for  she  died  and  was  buried  near  St. 
Francisville,  Louisiana,  in  the  Smith  family  cemetery  on  the 
Island  Plantation,  which  was  the  home  of  her  son  in  law,  Ben¬ 
jamin  Smith,  and  her  daughter  Annabelle  Scott  Smith.  She 
went  down  there  to  live  with  her  daughter  after  Philander’s 
death,  for  her  daughter  had  married  Philander’s  son,  Benia¬ 
min.  This  Island]  Plantation  must  have  been  part  of  the  land 
mentioned  in  the  will  of  Philander  as  a  tract  of  1200  arpens 
of  land  on  the  Bayou  Sara,  which  probably  belonged  to  Su¬ 
sanna,  before  her  marriage  to  Philander. 

This  last  will  and  testament  of  Philander  is  included 
here  to  illustrate  the  kindness,  justice  and  fairness  of  this 
descendant  of  the  Rev.  Henry  Smith,  whose  will  is  also  de¬ 
scribed  above. 

Will  Book  No.  1,  Page  330,  of  Natchez  Court  House  Records 

“In  the  name  of  God,  Amen.  I,  Philander  Smith,  of  the 
State  of  Mississippi  and  County  of  Adams,  being  in  perfect 
health  and  sane  in  mind,  do  make  this  my  last  will  and  tes¬ 
tament  in  manner  following:-  Viz., 

“To  my  loving  wife  Susanna  in  case  she  should  survive 
me,  the  house  with  the  furniture  we  live  in  together,  with 
half  of  the  stock  of  cattle,  sheep  and  horses,  one  plough  and 
such  other  farming  utensils  as  she  may  stand  in  need  of.  to¬ 
gether  with  all  the  following  named  negroes,  to  wit — Ster¬ 
ling,  Ann,  John,  Abe,  Brian,  Gilbert,  Lucinda,  Little  John,  Ca¬ 
milla,  and  Milly.  The  above  named  property  I  leave  to  my 
said  wife  during  her  natural  life  for  her  support  and  mainte¬ 
nance,  and  at  her  death  it  is  my  will  that  the  said  property 
shall  be  divided  among  my  heirs  in  the  same  manner  as  here¬ 
inafter  provided  for  the  division  of  my  estate. 

“It  wil  be  recollected  that  all  the  estate,  both  real  and 
personal,  that  my  wife  Susanna  was  in  possession  of  when 
she  intermarried  with  me,  both  from  her  former  husband 
and  what  she  had  acquired  during  her  widowhood,  was  given 
by  her  and  me  to  her  two  children,  Viz,  John  T.  Scott  and 
Ann  B.  Smith,  reserving  nothing  for  her  own  support,  which 
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she  might  have  done  by  law.  Now  it  is  my  wish  that  she 
shall  be  amply  provided  for  out  of  my  estate,  and  I  believe 
what  I  have  left  for  her  during  her  natural  life  will  be 
sufficient,  but  in  case  of  misfortune  I  enjoin  it  on  each  and 
every  one  of  my  children'  to  do  all  in  their  power  for  her  ease 
and  comfort,  and,  as  they  have  always  done,  treat  her  with 
the  same  tenderness  they  would  their  own  natural  mother 
were  she  living. 

‘It  is  my  wish  that  all  my  estate,  both  real  and  personal, 
be  equally  divided  between  my  five  children,  Viz,  Catherine 
Swayse,  Jedediah,  Benjamin,  Hester  and  William  R.  Smith, 
if  they  should  be  living  at  my  death,  or  if  any  of  them  should 
die  before  me,  leaving  heirs  of  their  body,  then  such  heir  to 
draw  the  same  share  as  their  father  or  mother  would  have 
drawn  had  they  been  living  at  the  division. 

“It  is  my  wish  that  my  son  William  R.  Smith  shall  have 
the  privilege  of  taking  1200  acres  at  the  end  of  my  Man¬ 
damus  land,  laid  off  so  as  to  include  all  the  improvements  on 
my  Quarter  plantation,  and  so  as  to'  do  as  little  injury  as  pos¬ 
sible  to  the*  rest  of  my  land,  lying  in  (what  is  called  Ogdens 
Mandamus)  to  be  valued  by  him  as  unimproved  land,  as  I 
believe  that  the  land  has  sustained  as  much  injury  as  the  im¬ 
provements  are  worth,  except  the  improvements  he  has  done 
at  his  own  expense. 

“I  further  direct  that  my  daughter  Catherine  Swayze 
shall  have  200  acres,  laid  out  so  as  to  include  the  house  she  is 
building,  and  the  best  advantage,  having  regard  for  the  in¬ 
terests  of  all  concerned. 

“I  further  order  and  direct  that  my  son  Benjamin  shall 
have  the  privilege  of  taking  the  balance  of  my  land  lying  in 
the  aforesaid  Mandamus,  consisting  of  860  acres  by  admeas¬ 
urements,  but  it  is  my  will  that  if  there  should  be  any  error 
in  the  survey,  and  the  same  should  not  hold  out  in  the  qual¬ 
ity,  the  deficiency  shall  be  borne  equally  by  all  my  children, 
and  the  same  quantity  which  the  said  tract  may  be  found  to 
contain  upon  a  re-survey,  shall  be  divided  among  my  three 
children  Catherine  Swayze,  Benjamin  and  William  R.  Smith 
according  to  the  proportion  above  provided. 

“The  house  I  live  in,  together  with  the  tract  of  land  on 
which  the  house  stands,  believed  to  contain  400  acres,  I  leave 
to  my  daughter  Hester,  after  the  death  of  my  wife — the  land 
to  be  valued  without  the  improvements,  as  it  is  my  intention 
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she  shall  not  pay  for  the  house. 

“ A  half  an  acre  to  be  laid  off  in  a  square,  so  as  tol  in¬ 
clude  my  graveyard,  which  is  reserved  by  me  for  a  family 
burying  ground,  the  title  to  remain  forever*  in  my  family,  and 
I  hereby  direct  my  daughter,  Hester,  or  any  of  my  heirs  into 
whose  hands  it  may  fall,  either  by  inheritance  or  otherwise, 
if,  they  should  sell,  or  otherwise  dispose  of  said  tract  of  land, 
to  reserve  the  above  mentioned  half  acre  of  land  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  above  mentioned. 

“I  further  order  that  all  my  other  land  not  herein  men¬ 
tioned  shall  be  divided  so  as  to  consult  the  interests  of  my 
heirs  generally,  and  so  as  to  make  said  heir  as  near  equal  in 
value  in  my  landed  estate  as  can  be  done,  always  having  re¬ 
gard  to  the  interest  of  the  whole,'  taking  care  that  in  dividing 
tracts  it  shall  be  done  to  lessen  the  value  as  little  as  possible 
by  the  division. 

‘Itj  is  my  will  that  such  of  my  children  as  do  not  receive 
a  full  share  out  of  my  land  lying  in  this  County,  shall  have 
it  made  up  to  them,  as  near  in  value  as  may  be  from  my  lands 
lying  in  ‘Louisiana,  viz,  two  adjoining  tracts  at  Buhler’s 
Plains,  by  estimation  containing  1500  arpents  and  one  tract 
on  the  west  bank  of  the  Mississippi  river  in  the  Parish  of  Con¬ 
cordia,  containing  640  arpens.  Now  it  is  my  will  that  if  the 
above  mentioned  Louisiana  lands,  when  surveyed  be  more  or 
less  than  the  estimation,  the  loss  or  gain  shall  be  equally 
borne  by  all  my  heirs,  as  it  is  my  intention  to  do  equal  jus¬ 
tice  to  everyone. 

‘I  further  order  and  insist  that  all  of  my  lands  shall  be 
valued  without  regard  to  improvements,  and  I  further  order 
when  a  division  shall  take  place  of  my  personal  estate,  that 
the  charges  in  my  books  against  my  children  as  having  re¬ 
ceived  a  part  of  my  estate,  shall  be  settled  by  paying  the  de¬ 
ficiency  in  cash,  if  my  estate  shall  be  in  funds  to  do  so,  and 
if  there  should  not  be  cash  to  make  my  children  equal  in 
what  they  have  received,  those  who  have  the  most  due  them 
to  make  equal  to  the  rest  of  my  children,  to  have  the  first 
choice  of  any  of  my  property  at  a  fair  valuation  to  make  up 
the  deficit  to  make  them  equal  to  the  rest,  and  so  on  until 
they  are  made  equal  those  having  the  greatest  claims  having 
the  first  choice  of  such  property  as  they  are  willing  to  take 
at  its  valuation. 

“There  is  now  a  considerable  sum  due  me  from  the 
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firm  of  Smith  &  Miles,  and  if  that  account  should  not  be  set¬ 
tled  during  my  life  time  I  order  that  the  sum  that  shall  be 
found  due  me  from  the  said  firm  of  Smith  &  Miles  shall  be 
charged  to  my  sons  Jedediah  and  Benjamin  equally  and  each 
of  them  to  account  for  one  half,  as  the  money  was  advanced 
to.  the  said  firm  of  Smith  &  Miles  for  the  benefit  of  my 
said  sons  Jedediah  and  Benjamin  equally. 

“When  my  wife’s  two  children,  John  T.  Scott  and  Ann 
B.  Smith  were  receiving  the  estate  of  their  late  father,  John 
T.  Scott,  deceased,  the  negroes  were  given  to  each  by  families, 
the  father  and  mother  of  a  family  of  negroes  that  my  son 
Benjamin  got  by  his  wife,  Ann  B.,  were  old  and  faithful  ne¬ 
groes,  such  as  she  did  not  wish  to  part  with  during  her  life, 
therefore  I  bought  the  two  old  negroes,  viz,  Sterling  and 
Annie.  Now  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  son  Benjamin, 
Sterling  and  Annie  at  the  death  of  my  loving  wife,  they  being 
two  of  the  negroes!  I  have  left  her  for  her  support  during  her 
life.  I  exchanged  with  my  son  Benjamin  a  negro  boy  named 
Travers  for  the  youngest  child  of  Sterling  and  Annie,  a  girl 
by  the  name  of,  Mary.  This  exchange  was  made  with  a  view 
of  not  to*  part  the  said  Sterling  and  Annie  from  their  young¬ 
est  child,  even  for  a  short  time.  Now  I  give  to  my  said  son 
Benjamin  the  said  boy  Travers,  and  at  the  death  of  my  wife, 
when  he  will  come,  into  possession  of  Sterling  and  Annie,  and 
1  add  the  youngest  child  Mary  to  the  negroes  I  leave  to  my 
wife  for  her  support  during  her  natural  life,  and  at  her  death 
the  said  Mary  to  go  with  her  father  and  mother,  Sterling  and 
Annie,  to  my  son  Benjamin  as  before  provided. 

“It  is  my  will  that  all  of  my  estate  both  real  and  personal 
shall  be  equally  divided  between  my  before  named  children, 
and  share  alike,  except  what  I  have  left  to  my  wife,  Susanna, 
and  at  her  death  the  said  property,  left  to  her  for  her  sup¬ 
port  during  her  life,  to  be  equally  divided  between  my  five 
children  except  the  three  negroes  bequeathed  to  my  son  Ben¬ 
jamin,  Sterling,  Annie,  his  wife,  and  Mary,  their  child,  which 
are  given  to  my  son  Beniamin,  his  wife  and  their  children  at 
the  death  of  my  wife. 

“I  further  order  and  direct  that  if  the  land  that  I  have 
assigned  to  any  of  my  children  in  this  county  should  be 
valued  at  more  money  than  my  landed  estate  would  entitle 
them  to  receive  in  lands,  that  they  shall  have  sufficient  time 
given  them  to  pay  for  it — four  years  if  they  require  it — 
paying  legal  interest  on  what  they  may  owe  to  the  other  heirs 
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for  land;  this  provision  giving  sufficient  time  to  pay  foi* 
what  any  of  my  children  may  owe  for  land  they  get  in  this 
county,  is  made  because  my  lands  here  are  not  susceptible  of 
any  further  division  without  lessening  the  value  of  the  whole. 

“And  further  I  wish  all  of  my  children  to  receive  an 
equal  share  of  my  personal  estate,  after  they  have  made 
equal  in  what  they  have  received,  or  may  receive  in  my  life 
time,  as  without  hands  to  cultivate  it  the  lands  would  not  be 
valuable-  to  them. 

“When  my  son  Benjamin’s  wife  was  a  girl  under  my  par¬ 
ticular  charge,  by  her  dutiful  conduct  to  me  on  all  occasions, 
I  felt  the  affection  for  her  as  due  an  own  child,  and  as  a  re¬ 
ward  for  her  good  conduct,  I  give  her  a  yellow  girl,  a  slave, 
by  the  name  of  Lucy,  about  ten  years  old  at  the  time,  in  order 
that  she  might  train  her  to  be  useful  as  a  servant.  The  said 
yellow  girl  Lucy  is  now  grown  to  be  a  woman,  and  I  do  by 
this  my  last  will  and  testament,  confirm  the  gift  of  the  said 
Lucy  to  my  daughter-in-law,  Ann  B.  Smith. 

'“If  my  servant  John  continues  to  be  faithful  and  trusty 
until  the  death  of  my  wife,  I  order  and  direct  my  executors 
to  give  him  his  choice  which  of  my  children  he  shall  belong 
to,  they  paying  what  he  may  be  valued  at,  but  if  my  daugh¬ 
ter  Hester  should  remain  in  single  life,  and  should  wish  to 
own  John,  she  shall  have  him  at  the  death  of  my  wife  as  so 
much'  of  her  part  of  my  estate,  and  he  to  have  no  choice,  but 
if  she  should  marry  then  John  to  have  the  choice  of  which 
of  my  children  he  shall  belong  to. 

‘I  hereby  appoint  my  five  children,  viz,  Catherine  Swayze, 
Jedediah,  Benjamin,  William  R.  Smith  and  Hester  my  execu¬ 
tors  to  this  my  last  will  and  testament. 

“I  order  them  to  transfer  to  my  daughter  Hester  Smith 
thirty  shares  of  stock  of  the  Bank  of  Mississippi,  if  she  is 
willing  to  take  it  at  $3,000,  the  sum  charged  her  in  my  books, 
but  if  she  should  be  unwilling  to  take  it,  she  is  not  bound  to 
take  more  than  six  shares,  and  the  $2,600,  to  be  made  up  to 
her  out  of  my  property  I  may  die  possessed  of,  that  she  would 
prefer  to  take  at  the  valuation. 

‘In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  put  my  hand  and 
seal  this  eleventh  day  of  August,  Eighteen  Hundred  and 
Twenty-Three. 

Philander  Smith. 
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In  the  presence  of 
Israel  P.  Smith, 

Thomas  Henderson, 

Joshua  D.  Smith 

“I  also  hereby  notify  my  heirs  and  executors  that  it  is 
my  will  after'  the  decease  of  myself  and  wife,  that  my  daugh¬ 
ter  Hester  shall  receive  all  the  household,  and  kitchen  and 
dairy  furniture,  and  everything  appertaining  or  belonging  to 
the  yard  .and  garden  of  our  residence  without  paying  any¬ 
thing  for  the  same. 

Philander  Smith 


April  24th,  1824/’ 

Thus  closes  the  account  of  the  life  and  character  of  Phi¬ 
lander  Smith,  whose  record  proves  him  to  have  been  a  worthy 
descendant  of  the  Rev.  Henry  Smith. 

The  genealogy  of  his  family  follows  in  the  succeeding 
chapter. 
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CHAPTER  XI 

Genealogy  of  Philander  Smith  Family 


Family  VI— PHILANDER  (6)  Rev.  Jedediah.  (5)  Ebe- 
nezer,  (4)  Ebenezer,  (3)  Samuel,  (2)  Rev.  Henry,  (1). 

Born  1765,  died  1824,  Married  (1)  1788  Esther  Brashear 

(2)  Susanna  Miller  Scott 
Children  of  Philander  Smith  and  Esther  Brashear  Smith: 

I.  Catherine  Smith,  born  1789,  died  Jan.  17,  1859, 
Married:  (1)  1806,  Col.  Nathan  Swayze 
(2)  1826,  John  H.  Van  Court 
Children  of  Catherine  and  Col.  Swayze: 

1.  Jedediah  Swayze,  born  1807,  died  1835. 

2.  Adeline  H.  Swayze,  born  Dec.  10,  1808,  died  June  1884 
at  .Natchez.  Married  1828,  James  Baker.  She  was 
prominent  and  influential  in  the  family,  and  became 
a  wealth  woman,  who  owned  at  one  time  one  thous¬ 
and  slaves.  She  built  “Courtland ”,  a  sixteen-room 
house,  where  she  lived  not  far  from  her  grandfa¬ 
ther’s  home. 

a.  William  D.  Baker,  born  1829,  died  1831. 

3.  Sidney  Swayze,  born  1810,  died  1832. 

4.  Francis  W.  Swayze,  born  1811,  died  1821. 

5.  Alexander  A.  Swayze,  born  1813,  died  1819. 

6.  David  B.  Swayze,  born  1815,  died  1853,  married  1849 
to  Eliza  Beltshover. 

a.  George  W.  Swayze,  born  1850,  died  1853. 

7.  Courtland  Swayze,  born — ,  died  1818. 

Children  of  Catherine  and  Rev.  John  Van  Court: 

1.  Elias  J.  Van  Court,  M.  D.,  born  April  6,  1831,  died 
June  4,  1904.  Married  1870,  Addie  Mitchell.  He 
graduated  in  medicine  from  University  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  She  was  born  at  Natchez  Sept.  11,  1845,  died 
Jan.  9,  1906. 

a.  Elias  Van  Court,  born  1872. 

b.  Catherine  Smith  Van  Court,  born  1873.  Married: 
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(1)  A.  E.  Pritchartt,  (2)  Winifeld  Scott  Myrick. 
She  lives  in  Memphis,  Tenn.,  and  is  an  author. 
Wrote  ‘In  Old  Natchez”  in  1937. 

(1)  Catherine  Varina  Pritchartt,  born  1892, 
Oct.  11.  Married  Carl  Arnold  Robinson. 
They  lived  in  Memphis. 

(a)  Gwendolyn  Van  Court  Robinson,  Mar¬ 
ried  1937,  Wells  Awsumb. 

(2)  Alexander.  Van  Court  Pritchartt,  born  1897, 
Married  Winifred  Waddell. 

(a)  Winifred  Pritchartt,  born  Feb.  7, 
1922. 

(b)  Alexander  Van  Court  Pritchartt,  born 
Nov.  27,  1926. 

(c)  Paul  Waddell  Pritchartt,  born  Oct.  11, 
1929. 

c.  Elias  John  Van  Court,  born  1875,  Married  Charlotte 
Gaither.  She  was  born  April  11,  1878.  They  moved 
to  Oklahoma. 

(1)  Charlotte  Varina  Van  Court,  born  1898.  Mar¬ 
ried  B.  W.  Barfield. 

(a)  Charlotte  Hunt  Barfield. 

(b)  June  Barfield. 

(2)  John  Gaither  Van  Court,  born  1900,  died  1900. 

(3)  Adaline  Andrews  Van  Court,  born  1902,  died 
1930. 

d.  Adaline  Baker  Van  Court,  born  1878,  married  Daniel 
Marshall  Andrews.  He  died  in  1917.  They  moved 
from  Mississippi  to  Alabama  and  then  to  LaGrange, 
Ga. 

(1)  Daniel  Marshall  Andrews,  born  1899,  Married 
Cora  Wells  Means  in  1926. 

(a)  Cora  Means  Andrews,  born  1927. 

(b)  Adaline  Van  Court  Andrews,  born  1936. 

(2)  David  Van  Court  Andrews,  born  1900,  Married 
Irene  Lehmann  in  1925. 

(a)  Irene  Van  Court  Andrews,  born  1926. 

(3)  Garnett  Andrews,  born  1904,  married  1927  Car¬ 
oline  Pound. 

(a)  Caroline  Willingham  Andrews,  born  1929. 

(b)  Adeline  Van  Court  Andrews,  born  1930. 

e.  Annis  Campbell  Van  Court,  born  1879,  died  1883. 

f.  David  B.  Swayze  Van  Court,  born  1882.  He  lives  in 
Memphis,  Tenn.,  operates  a  large  Real  Estate  Agency 
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on  Main  Street. 


II.  Jedediah  Smith  (7)  Philander,  (6)  Rev.  Jedediah,  (5) 

Ebenezer,  (4)  Ebenezer,  (3)  Samuel,  (2)  Rev.  Henry,  (1) 

Born  1790,  died  1824,  Married1  1816,  Mary  Ann  Gray. 

This  son  of  Philander  was  a  captain  of  a  company  of 
Dragoohs  in  Thos.  Hinds  batallion  of  Mississippi  Volunteer 
Militia  which  fought  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  saw  signal  serv¬ 
ice  in  the  battle  of  New  Orleans  on  the  plains  of  Chalmette. 
Captain  Smith  enlisted  from  January  23,  1814,  until  the 
war  closed  in  1815.  The  roll  call  of  his  company  is  to  be 
found  in  the  Court  House  Records  in  Natchez,  Mississippi. 
His  younger  brother,  Benjamin  Smith,  was  a  sergeant  in  his 
Company.  They  both  fought  in  the  battle  of  New  Orleans 
on  the  plains  of  Chalmette  in  one  of  the  five  horse  companies 
that  composed  Col.  Hinds’  celebrated  battalion.  In  Joseph 
Dunbar  Shields’  book,  “Natchez  and  Its  Early  History”,  is 
given  a  detailed  account  in  Chapters  37  and  38  of  the  brave 
action  of  Hinds’  Brigade  in  that  battle.  He  said  that  after 
the  war  was  over,  and  the  troops  returned,  there  was  held 
in  Natchez  in  honor  of  their  victory  a  great  ball  at  which 
Major  General  Jackson  and  his  wife  Rachel,  were  present. 
The  guests  came  from  far  and  wide  to  the  ball,  many  of 
them  riding  horseback,  and  some  of  the  fair  ladies  bringing 
their  ball  dresses  tied  in  bundles  behind  their  saddles.  Of 
course  many  came  in  their  carriages  with  their  negro  coach¬ 
men.  For  it  was  a  gay  and  happy  affair,  and  the  officers 
were  clad  in  their  uniforms,  among  whom  were  the  two  young 
Smiths,  Captain  Jedediah  and  Sergeant  Benjamin  Smith. 
They  all  danced  and  sang;  perhaps  the  Virginia  Reel  was 
their  favorite  dance.  Rachel  Jackson  had  on  a  grand  silk 
dress,  which  the  ladies  of  New  Orleans  had  given  her,  and 
General  Jackson  was  the  hero  of  the  hour.  Indeed,  that  must 
have  been  a  happy  day  for  Natchez. 

The  next  year,  1816,  Captain  Jedediah  married  Mary 
Ann  Gray,  whose  mother,  Lucy  Alston  Gray,  had  married 
James  Pirrie,  Esq.,  and  had  taken  her  two  children,  Ruffin 
Gray  and  Mary  Ann,  to  live  with  her  at  the  Pirrie  plantation 
home,  Oakley,  near  St.  Francisville,  Louisiana.  Here  John 
James  Audubon  came  to  live  in  1821  as  a  tutor  of  Eliza  Pirrie, 
daughter  of  the  ma  ter  of  Oakley.  Stanley  Arthur,  in  his 
book  on  Audubon,  describes  the  household  of  dames  Pirrie  as 
containing,  among  otheis  at  the  time  of  Audubon's  residence 
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there,  Pirrie’s  step  daughter,  Mary  Ann  Gray  Smith,  and 
her  husband,  Jedediah  Smith.  He  says  that  this  couple 
spent  part  of  their  time  at  Oakley,  and  part  at  her  own  home, 
Locust  Grove,  which  was  not  far  distant.  A  picture  of  the 
large  two-story  plantation  home,  Oakley,  which  still  stands, 
is  found  in  Mr.  Arthur’s  book.  This  book  also  tells  how  when 
Eliza  Pirrie,  Audubon’s  pupil,  fell  ill  with  a  fever,  she  was 
attended  by  a  young  physician,  Dr.  Ira  Smith.  He  was  no 
relation  of  the  West  Feliciana  Smith  family,  but  had  come 
to  West  Feliciana  to  practice  medicine,  and  had  fallen  in  love 
with  his  fair  patient.  However,  this  Dr.  Ira  Smith  married 
later,  Captain  Jedediah  Smith’s  widow,  Mary  Ann  Gray 
Smith,  after  the  early  death  of  Captain  Jedediah.  Audubon, 
in  his  journal,  wrote  intimately  of  this  Pirrie  family,  with 
whom  he  made  his  residence  for  four  months.  After  Eliza’s 
illness,  and  the  discontinuance  of  her  studies,  Audubon  pre¬ 
sented  his  bill.  Madam  Pirrie  found  great  fault  with  this 
bill.  The  disagreement  finally  resulted  in  Audubon’s  depar¬ 
ture  from  Oakley.  He  wrote  of  Madam  Pirrie’s  daughter, 
Mrs.  Mary  Ann  Smith,  that  she  had  a  bad  temper.  He  also 
said  that  she  was  much  like  her  mother,  of  heart  not  so  good, 
yet  he  hoped  God  would  forgive  her  the  injuries  she  did  him. 
Audubon  had  made  a  painting  of  Mrs.  Pirrie,  which  Mrs. 
Smith  criticized  in  the  grossest  words  of  insult,  so  he  said. 
Afterwards,  he  said,  she  cut  him  coldly,  refusing  even  to  look 
directly  at  him.  However,  Audubon  admired  Captain  Jede¬ 
diah  Smith  very  much  and  wrote  of  him  that  he  was  a  good, 
honest  man  and  citizen,  and  that  he  viewed  all  the  faults  of 
his  wife  with  patient  kindness  and  felt  that  his  reward  was 
gained  through  his  own  correctness  of  conduct.  Captain  Jede¬ 
diah  lived  only  eight  years  after  his  marriage,  dying  at  the 
age  of  34  years. 

Children  of  Captain  Jedediah  Smith  and  Mary  Ann  Gray: 

1.  Kate  Smith — married  Dr.  William  J.  Lyle. 

2.  Sarah  Smith — married  (1)  James  Sterling. 

(2)  Mr.  Lawrason  (widower) 

She  left  $7,000  to  repair  Grace  Church  in  St.  Francis- 
ville,  Louisiana.  The  whole  ceiling  of  this  church,  lo¬ 
cated  near  the  Mississippi  River,  was  honeycombed  by 
cannon  balls  from  the  gunboats  of  the  Yankees  during 
the  Civil  War.  Her  wish  was  carried  out  by  her  step¬ 
son,  Mr.  Lawrason.  The  church,  over  a  hundred  years 
old,  stands  today  a  beautiful  sanctuary  in  the  midst  of 
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live  oak  trees,  hung  with  grey  moss.  In  the  graveyard 
surrounding  this  old  church  a  single  long  marble  shaft 
marks  the  resting  place  of  Jedediah  Smith;  and  near¬ 
by  is  an  Egyptian  tomb  which  contains  the  remains  of 
his  wife,  Mary  Ann  Gray  Smith  and  her  second  hus¬ 
band,  Dr.  Ira  Smith. 

III.  Benjamin.  Smith  (7),  Philander  (6),  Rev.  Jedediah  (5), 

Ebenezer  (4),  Ebenezer,  (3),  Sam¬ 
uel  (2),  Rev.  Henry  (1) 

Born  1792,  died  1826,  married  February  13,  1816,  Ana- 
belle  Scott,  his  step-sister,  in  the  home  of  his  father  on 
Second  Creek.  Elder  of  Mt.  Carmel  Church  when  it  was 
organized  in  1825.  Church  is  still  standing  on  old  High¬ 
way  61  out  of  Natchez  about  six  miles. 

1.  John  Scott  Smith — born  November  24,  1816,  died 
1880,  married  1861  Tullia  Richardson.  He  was  edu¬ 
cated  at  Oakland  College  north  of  Natchez.  His  home 
was  in  Louisiana,  near  St.  Francisville,  at  the  Island 
Plantation,  where  he  is  buried  in  the  Smith  family 
cemetery.  His  wife  is  buried,  in  Grace  Church  Ceme¬ 
tery,  St.  Francisville,  La. 

a.  Annabelle  Smith,  born  1862,  married  1882  Dr.  P. 
H.  Jones,  Jackson,  La.  She  is  the  “Sister” — in- 
spirer  of  these  records.  Lives  at  Baton  Rouge, 
•  Louisiana. 

(1)  Anita  D.  Jones,  born  1884,  married  G.  C. 
Huckaby,  Baton  Rouge,  La. 

(a)  Philip  Joens  Huckaby,  born  Nov.  13, 
1919,  died  October  19,  1926. 

(2)  Major  General  Junius  W.  Jones,  of  U.  S. 
Air  Corps,  born  1890,  ,1913  graduate  of 
West  Point.  Married  (1)  Mary  Beirne 
Harmon ;  (2)  Katherine  Callahan. 

By  first  marriage: 

(a)  Mary  Beirne  Jones,  born  1917,  grad¬ 
uate  B.A.  Bryn  Mawr  1937.  Married 
Lieut.  Kerr  of  Virginia. 

(1)  Mary  Beirne  Kerr 

(2)  Hugh  Kerr,  Jr. 

(3)  Susan  Kerr 
By  last  marriage: 

(a)  Esther  Marilyn  Jones,  born  1938. 

(3)  Vivian  Scott  Jones,  born  May  1,  1894,  died 
May  15,  1896. 

(4)  Dr.  Philip  Harold  Jones,  M.  D.,  Tulane  Uni- 
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versity.  A.  B.  Louisiana  State  University, 
Ph.  D.  Oxford,  England.  Practicing  physic¬ 
ian  in  New  Orleans,  La.,  born  Feb.  26,  1896. 

b.  Benjamin  N.  Smith,  M.  D.  Tulane  University, 
A.  B.  Centenary  College,  born  1868,  died  1931. 

c.  Mary  Harbour  Smith,  born  1870,  died  1888. 

d.  Jane  Tullia  Smith,  born  1875,  A.  B.  Wellesley 
College,  married  Thomas  Brady,  Jr.,  Attorney, 
Brookhaven,  Mississippi. 

(1)  Judge  Thomas  Pickens  Brady — born  1903, 
A.  B.  Yale,  L.L.D.  University  Mississioni. 
Married  Laverne  Holmes.  Judge  14th  Dis¬ 
trict  Circuit  Court  of  Mississippi. 

(a)  Thomas  Pickens  Brady,  Jr.,  born  1932. 

(b)  Bruce  Holmes  Brady,  born  1934. 

(2)  Mai  or  Tullius  Bradv,  U.  S.  Air  Corps,  born 
1906,  A.B.  and  L.L.D.  University  of  Wis¬ 
consin.  married  Barbara  Bradford,  Wilwau- 
kee,  Wisconsin. 

(3)  Dalton  B.  Brady — born  1913,  A.B.  Louisi¬ 
ana  State  University,  married  Marguerite 
Lindsley,  Houston,  Texas. 

2.  Hester  Susan  Smith — born  1818,  died  1880,  married 
1883  Charles  McDermott,  A.  B.  Yale.  He  was  a  pio¬ 
neer  in  aviation,  and  built  a  flying  ship  which  he 
*  tried  to  fly,  but  having  no  gasoline  lacked  the  power 
to  make  a  success  of  it.  Years  later,  when  the 
Wright  brothers  perfected  their  airplane,  an  article 
appeared  in  the  “Scientific  American”,  describing 
the  machine  Charles  McDermott  had  made,  and  as¬ 
cribed  to  his  plans  the  secret  which,  with  gasoline, 
crowned  the  Wright  brothers’  efforts  with  success. 

The  story  is  told  that  upon  his  graduation  from 
Yale,  he  returned  home,  and  one  day  rode  up  to  the 
Island  Plantation  on  business  to  see  John  Scott  Smith, 
whose  sister,  Hetty  Smith  lived  there  also.  McDer¬ 
mott  saw  her  sitting  on  the  back  porch  churning  for 
butter,  and  admired  her  so  much,  he  said  to  his  com¬ 
panion,  “There  is  the  girl  I  am  going  to  make  my 
wife”.  And  so  he  did,  and  they  lived  a  long  and 
happy  life  together  in  a  large  many-roomed  house  in 
McDermott,  Arkansas. 

Hetty  Susan  Smith  McDermott  had  sixteen  chil¬ 
dren.  Besides  these,  they  adopted  and  raised  four 
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more  children. 

Children  of  Hester  Smith  and  Charles  McDermott: 

a.  William  McDermott — born  1835,  died  1842. 

b.  Benjamin  McDermott — .born  1836,  died - . 

Married  1858  Isabelle  Herd. 

(1)  Matthews  McDermott — born  1863,  died  1894. 

Married  1883  Ellen  - . 

(a)  Benjamin  Harry  McDermott,  born  1884. 
(h)  Russell  McDermott,  born  1886,  died  1890 
(c)  Matthew  Angus  McDermott,  born  1889, 
lives  in  Dermott,  Arkansas. 

((1))  Angus  McDermott 
((2))  Harry  McDermott,  lives  in  Der¬ 
mott,  Ark.  ' 

(2)  Mary  McDermott,  born  1860,  married  1880, 
Dickerson  Trotter. 

(3)  Lena  McDermott,  born  1868,  married  1883, 
Burnes  Mason. 

(a)  McDermott  Mason,  born  1890,  died - 

(b)  Wyatt  Mason,  born  1892,  died  - . 

(c)  Willie  Mae  Mason,  born  1894,  lives  in 
Prospect,  Arkansas,  and  teaches  in  high 
school  in  Little  Rock,  Arkansas. 

(d)  Bernice  Mason 

c.  Emily  McDermott — (3rd  child  of  Hetty  and  Charles 
McDermott)  born  1838,  died  1851. 

d.  Edward  McDermott,  born  1840,  died  1861. 

e.  Charles  O.  McDermott,  born  1841,  died  1842. 

f.  Susan  McDermott,  born  1842,  died  1851. 

g.  Jane  McDermott,  born  1844,  died  19 _ ,  married 

1861,  Rev.  Matthew  Shaw.  They  lived  at  Clinton 
and  Jackson,  La.,  and  she  died  at  Centreville,  Miss. 
He  was  an  outstanding  Presbyterian  minister. 

(1)  Matthew  Alex.  Shaw,  born  1862,  died  1863. 

(2)  Emaline  Irene  Shaw,  born  1864,  married  1892, 
Rev.  Nathaniel  Smylie.  They  live  in  Dermott, 
Ark. 

(a)  Theodore  Smylie,  born  1893,  married, 
they  have  four  boys. 

(b)  John  Smylie,  born  1895,  died  1895. 

(c)  Janie  Margaret  Smylie,  born  1898,  mar¬ 
ried  Mr.  Stark.  Have  four  children. 

(d)  Matthew  B.  Smylie,  born  1899,  died - 

(3)  Charles  McD.  Shaw,  born  1870,  married  1897, 
Mattie  Hearing.  He  is  a  teacher  in  schools 


[89] 


Mora 

' 

.£681  baib  ,88  t  m<  kkhuGoM  f/arttisM  (I) 

.£881  mod  'ttoru-.oQoh-  xnaH  ni  ras  ing  £  (..) 

■  0681  boib  ,8881  mod  f)ioi  ’  G.>1"  V  o  T 
,6881  mod  ,JJom*r3GoM  eu^nA  wddJJfiv  (o) 

.es  na>?xA  .iXormsG  ai  aovil 

,0881  bohijsm  ,0881  i  Kxf  ,ttorm9ao.4  (S) 

■  ;  i  i 

,t88I  bshiam  ,8  8i  tod  ^onnoCbM  Mb' 

- boib  ,063i  '  n  tjonnai  oM 

—  b  "  V  io-  ia  . 

■  :■  ,  ■■  •Kr,/f  ‘  '•  '  1  >) 

a'  d  ni  aorfoss4  tc«  ,  at.  A  Jyq&(  A: 

•enaanmA  ,3<3<  5  i  looria. 

no>i«l/  9  dmaS  (b) 

sohnrfO  fans  o  bilrfo  bffi)-  iioanoCbil  visa'd  o 

.iSr.i  fom  f8SnI  mod  (XXo  twQoI  1 
.t?vf  b*ih  mod  Morsn&rt  t"  1  -h 
vto d  ,  >nn< l:u4  .0  &h'laiID  .9 
.1g-  ;  ,S  81  nod  JloonsaaM  n£8.fg  A 

bshicm  , _ 6X  j  A  ,M3X  moo  ,Wo<mo(I:>M  set  ;l  .« 

£TO  •  it  b:  /il  V  .•  "  -n:  i%  .vsfc  .1881 

tv:;  dlivmK  )  i  ;  )  ik>  J  «  bn  4  1  b 

.ioJEini.ii  riBh-i-  (doJif  Jl*o  an  bsv.  oH 

.8881  osib  ,£88i  mod  .v^rui  .xsIA  wsdtt.M  (I) 
,?68i  bomern  ,£881  mod  ,v/sri3  i  isil  ouiUiim  <4'* 
.XJomieG  ni  9vJ!  wo  il\mS  I*>ii  w.  -A  . 

,bolTtsm  ,8681  mod  «ai  vn3  9  tboetST 

:'XO d  moX  ovsri  vorii 

.  81  both  ,C0  t  n  '  d  .01.  id  m  ot  d) 

-•ntat  ,868 X  mod  'dcurt  <o) 

- bslb  ,6681  n-  oj  .silvrn*.  .3  v/9rrlii;!( 

,VG81  boirwm  ,0^81  m od  ,wad3  (Iotf  s^liiirfO  (8) 
aijodw  ni  loriot-  s  ai  oil  .sniuiyj.  sills.' i 


at  Benoit,  Miss. 

(a)  Matthew  B.  Shaw,  born  1899. 

(b)  Son. 

(c)  Son. 

(4)  Ethelene  Shaw,  bom  1867,  died  1869. 

(5)  Hettie  Shaw,  born  1872,  died - 

(6)  Mary  B.  Shaw,  born  1874,  married  1896,  Lee 
Kiblinger  of  Jackson,  La.  She  lives  now  in 
Baton  Rouge,  La. 

(a)  Grace  Lenore  Kiblinger,  born  1897,  mar¬ 
ried  Mr.  Fields.  She  is  Secretary  to  a 
large  law  firm,  Baton  Rouge,  La. 

(b)  Hester  Lee  Kiblinger,  born  - ,  mar¬ 

ried  Mr.  Martin.  She  is  employed  at 
L.  S.  U.,  Baton  Rouge,  La. 

(7)  Benjamin  Edward  Shaw,  born  1876,  died  1876. 

(8)  Annabelle  Shaw,  born  1879,  died  1880. 

(9)  Ethel  Shaw,  born  1882,  married  Mr.  James. 
They  live  at  Shelby,  Miss. 

(10)  Jane  McD.  Shaw,  born  1884,  died  1885. 
h.  Philander  McDermott,  born  1846,  died  - .  Mar¬ 

ried  1876,  Ella  Jenkins. 

(1)  Arthur  McDermott,  bom  1878,  married  Lesta 
Honeycut.  Lives  at  Dermott,  Arkansas. 

(a)  Arthur  Floy  McDermott 

(b)  Ella  May  McDermott 

(c)  Llewellyn  McDermott 

(2)  Ada  McDermott,  born  1880,  married  Ed  Jones. 

She  lived  in  Dermott,  Arkansas — Died - . 

(a)  Edward  McD.  Jones.  Born  1903,  lives  in 

Dermott,  Arkansas. 

(3)  Benjamin  McDermott,  born  1881,  married 
Phebe  Evans,  died  1919. 

(a)  Larman  McDermott. 

(b)  Alice  Phebe  McDermott,  married,  lives 
in  California. 

(4)  Hettie  McDermott,  born  1885,  died - .  Mar¬ 

ried  Dr.  Baker. 

(5)  Emma  McDermott,  born  1887,  married  F.  T. 
Ellis.  Lives  in  Dermott,  Arkansas.  _ 

(a)  Fred  Ellis,  born  1904,  unmarried. 

(b)  William  Bertram  Ellis 

(c)  Colgate  Ellis,  married  Sam  Nelson.  He 
is  manager  of  the  Saenger  Theater, 
Vicksburg,  Miss. 
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(d)  Zoe  Ellis,  unmarried,  lives  in  Dermott, 
Arkansas. 

(e)  Jack  Ellis,  born  1916,  lives  in  Dermott, 
Arkansas. 

(f)  Mildred  JEllis — young  lady  attends  col¬ 
lege  at  Knoxville,  Tennessee. 

(6)  Stinson  McDermott,  born  1888,  married,  in 
Kansas  City,  Missouri. 

(7)  Isidor  Angus  McDermott,  born  1890,  married 
Walter  Williams.  Lives  in  Dermott,  Arkansas. 

;  (a)  Mary  Margaret  Williams,  born  about 
1923. 

i.  Annabelle  McDermott,  born  ,1848,  married  1870, 
J.  R.  Anderson.  Lived  at  Centreville,  Miss. 

(1)  Janie  Anderson,  born  1871,  married  Professor 
H.  Hughes. 

(a)  Annabelle  Hughes,  married  Mr.  Payne, 
Mayor  of  Memphis,  Tennessee. 

((D) 

.  ((2)) 

(2)  Benjamin  Anderson,  died  unmarried. 

(3)  Smylie  Anderson,  M.  D.,  married,  lives  at 
Hammond,  La. 

Three  daughters. 

(4)  Charles  Gordon  Anderson,  married  Mary 

- .  He  died.  She  lives  in  Hammond,  La. 

Four  children.  Family  lives  at  Hammond. 

(5)  Gurvin  Anderson. 

j.  Catherine  Van  Court  McDermott,  born  1850.  Mar¬ 
ried  1870,  Elbert  Lambert. 

(1)  Nona  Lambert,  born  1871,  died  1897,  married, 
1891,  E.  0.  Cornish. 

(a)  Ruth  Cornish,  born  1893,  died  1897. 

(b)  Joseph  Cornish,  born  1895. 

(c)  Edith  Cornish,  born  1896. 

(d)  Winna  Cornish,  born  1897. 

(2)  Lucy  Lambert,  born  1872,  lives  in  Monticello, 
Mississippi,  unmarried. 

(3)  Scott  Lambert,  born  1873,  married  George 

Knox,  died  - . 

(4)  Cecil  Lambert,  born  1884,  unmarried,  lives  in 
Oklahoma  City,  Okla. 

(5)  Annabelle  Lambert,  born  1886,  married  Dr. 
Crandell,  lives  at  Milmott,  Ark. 
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(a)  One  daughter. 

(6)  Kenneth  Lambert,  born  1890,  died - . 

k.  Charles  McDermott,  son  of  Hetty  Smith  and  Charles 
McDermott.  Born  1852,  died  1937.  Married  Sallie 
Mason.  Lived  and  died,  in  California. 

1.  Maggie  McDermott,  born  1854,  died  1889,  married 
1875,  Joe  Mercer. 

(1)  Kate  Mercer,  born  1876,  married  1897,  V. 
Bordeaux.  Lives  in  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

(a)  Mercer  Bordeaux,  born  1899,  died  1900. 

(b) ..  Hazel  Bordeaux,  born  1901,  lives  in 

Little  Rock,  Ark. 

(2)  Eula  Mercer,  born  1877,  married  1899,  James 
Bennett. 

(a)  Robert  Hilton  Bennett,  born  1899. 

(b)  Joe  Mercer  Bennett,  lives  in  Dermott, 
Arkansas. 

(3)  Mary  Annis  Mercer,  born  1879,  died  1880. 

(4)  May  Wayne  Mercer,  born  1881,  died  1882. 

(5)  Etchel  Mercer,  born  1883,  died  1887. 

(6)  Charlie  Mercer,  born  1885. 

(7)  Ethel  Mercer,  born  1887,  married  Carl  Helm- 
stater.  Lives  in  Dermott,  Ark. 

(a)  Carl  Helmstater,  Jr.,  lives  in  Dermott, 
Ark. 

(b)  Mary  Helmstater  died  when  about  17 
years  old. 

m.  William  P.  McDermott,  born  1856,  died  1880. 

n.  ‘ 

o.  John  Scott  McDermott,  born  1856,  died  1871. 

p.  Edward  O.  McDermott,  born  1862,  married  three 
times : 

(1)  Nannie  Woods  of  Mississippi. 

(2)  Lula  Kenebrar,  died  1933. 

(3)  Mrs.  Phebe  Evans  McDermott,  his  nephew’s 
widow.  They  live  at  Wilmott,  Arkansas. 

(1)  Harry  Kennebrar  McDermott,  married  Eliza¬ 
beth. 

3  children. 

Rose  Kennebrar  McDermott,  lives  at  Wilmott, 
Arkansas. 

3.  Philander  P.  Smith,  son  of  Benjamin  Smith  and  Anna- 
belle  Scott  (9),  Philander  P.  Smith  (8)  Benjamin  (7), 
Philander  (6),  Rev.  Jedediah  (5),  Ebenezer  (4),  Ebe- 
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nezer  (3),  Samuel  (2),  Rev.  Henry,  (1). 

Born  1820,  died  from  yellow  fever  1857.  Married  1850 
his  cousin,  Amanda  Anna  Smith,  daughter  of  Luther 
Smith.  He  is  buried  at  S^iith  cemetery,  Island  Plan¬ 
tation,  West  Feliciana  Parish,  La. 

a.  Anna  Davis  Smith,  born  1852,  died  1935,  married 
1871,  (1)  Robert  C.  Smith,  Canton,  Miss.;  (2)  Wil¬ 
liam  Gunning,  Jackson,  Miss. 

(1)  Robert  C.  Smith,  Jr.,  born  1872,  died - . 

Wife  lives  in  Canton,  Miss. 

(2)  Olive  Smith,  died 

(3)  Lillian  Smith,  married  Mr.  Montgomery. 

(4)  Ethel  Smith,  married  Prof.  Young  of  Vander¬ 
bilt. 

(5)  Daisy  Smith,  married  Jack  Thompson. 

(6)  Jefferson  Davis  Smith. 

Genealogy  of  this  line  in  detail  below,  under  Luther 
Smith  family. 

4.  Lewis  Edward  Smith,  born  1822,  died  1824 — son  of  Ben¬ 
jamin  Smith  and  Annabelle  Scott. 

5.  Beacham  Benjamin  Smith,  born  1823,  died  1824. 

6.  Jedediah  W.  Smith,  born  1825,  died  1825,  buried  at  Phi¬ 
lander  Smith  cemetery  in  Second  Creek  neighborhood. 

7.  Ann  Catherine  Smith,  born  June  1826,  died  1863,  mar¬ 
ried  1844,  Alex  Smylie  who  died  in  1886. 

a.  Sarah  A.  Smylie,  born  1846,  married  1865,  Nolan 
Dickson. 

(2)  Dick  Dickson. 

(3)  Winans  Dickson. 

(4)  Kate  Dickson. 

(5)  Maud  Dickson. 

(6)  Street  Dickson. 

(7)  Nettie  Dickson. 

(8)  Fayette  Dickson. 

(9)  Lucy  Dickson 

(10)  Benjamin  Dickson. 

(11)  Betty  Dickson. 

b.  Benjamin  Smith  Smylie,  born  1848,  married 
Emma  Anderson. 

c.  Alexander  Bisland  Smylie,  born  1854,  died  1855. 

d.  Philander  Courtland  Smylie,  born  1855,  married 
Ella  Anderson. 

e.  Amanda  Smylie,  born  1851,  died  1876,  married  Rev. 
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J.  S.  Shaw. 

f.  Charles  McD.  Smylie,  born  1859,  married  1889, 
Miss  C.  Payne. 

9.  Thomas  B.  Smylie,  born  1857,  died  1862. 

\ 

IV.  Hester  Smith,  fourth  child  of  Philander  and  Ester 
Brashear  Smith,  was  born  in  1793  and  lived  all  her  life 
in  her  father’s  home  on  Second  Creek,  for  in  Philander’s 
will,  given  above,  she  was  left  the  home  place  of  four 
hundred  acres  and  the  house  thereon,  except  the  half 
acre  to  be  reserved  for  the  burying  ground.  Her  father 
also  left  her  $3,000  worth  of  shares  in  the  Bank  of  Mis¬ 
sissippi  at  Natchez,  so  that  she  was  well  provided  for 
with  money  and  slaves  and  a  home.  She  lived  to  be  30 
years  old  and  died  in  1825  unmarried.  She  is  buried 
near  her  father  in  his  family  graveyard,  mentioned  in 
the  will.  She  survived  her  father  only  about  one  year. 
After  her  death,  Philander’s  house  and  plantation  were 
sold  to  his  brother,  Calvin,  whose  place  joined  Philander’s. 


V.  Courtland  Smith,  third  son  of  Philander  and  Esther, 
born  1795,  died  at  the  age  of  22  years  alone  in  his  house 
on  the  tract  of  land  he  had  got  as  a  government  grant 
on  Sandy  Creek,  fifteen  miles  from  his  father’s  home. 
Family  tradition  says  that  he  built  his  house  on  the  site 
of  an  Indian  burial  mound,  and  that  his  mother  tried  to 
dissuade  him  from  making  his  home  at  this  place,  so  far 
away,  and  he  not  yet  married.  However,  he  would  not 
be  dissuaded  and  lived  in  his  four-room  cabin  only  a 
short  time,  for  he  was  found  dead  in  his  bed  on  February 
13,  1817.  After  a  number  of  years,  his  wealthy  niece, 
Mrs.  Adaline  Swayze  Baker  bought  the  place,  rebuilt  the 
house  and  created  a  splendid  establishment  there,  a  six¬ 
teen-room  house,  which  she  called  “Courtland”  in  mem¬ 
ory  of  her  uncle,  Courtland  Smith,  whom  she  loved  dearly. 


VI.  William  R.  Smith,  born  1797,  married  1822  Anna  Hen¬ 
derson.  Died - . 

1.  Henderson  Smith. 

2.  William  Smith. 

VII.  Lewis  P.  Smith,  born  1801,  died  unmarried  1821. 
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CHAPTER  XII 

Philomela  Smith  and  Genealogy 

Philomela  (6)  Rev.  Jedediah  (5),  Ebenezer  (4),  Ebe- 
nezer  (3)  Samuel  (2),  Rev.  Henry  (1),  ninth  child  and  sec¬ 
ond  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Jedediah  Smith  and  his  wife,  Sa¬ 
rah  Cooke,  was  born  in  Granville,  Mass.,  June  4,  1766.  She 
was  a  little  girl,  ten  years  of  age,  when  she  came  with  her 
family  to  the  Mississippi  Territory.  We  know  very  little  of 
her  life  history  until  her  marriage  to  David  Mitchell  and  her 
removal  to  Palatine  Plantation,  near  Natchez,  her  husband’s 
home.  David  Mitchell  was  from  Georgia,  and  is  believed  to 
have  accompanied  the  Irwin  family,  when  it  migrated  from 
Washington  County,  Ga.,  to  a  new  home  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory.  The  Mitchell  family,  like  the  Irwins,  came  origi¬ 
nally  from  Pennsyvlania.  The  ruins  of  the  house  at  Pala¬ 
tine  Plantation  were  still  standing  in  1939.  David  Mitchell 
and  his  wife  must  have  owned  large  areas  of  land,  as,  in  the 
Deed  Book  preserved  in  the  Natchez  court  house,  there  is 
record  of  two  considerable  transactions,  one  dated  1799,  when 
David  and  Philomela  joined  in  selling  to  Christian  Gilber 
(Gilbert?)  two  hundred  acres;  and  the  other,  dated  1801, 
when  they  jointly  sold  two  hundred  acres  to  Israel  Smith, 
brother  of  Philomela.  This  latter  tract  was  subsequently 
incorporated  into  Independence  Plantation,  the  home  of  Israel. 

Philomela  became  blind.  It  is  said  that  she  lost  her 
sight  by  applying  to  her  eyes  a  plaster  of  red  pepper,  at  the 
suggestion  of  a  friend  who  advised  it  as  a  remedy  for  a  local 
irritation  from  which  Philomela  was  suffering.  This  afflic¬ 
tion  did  not  prevent  her  from  managing  her  large  plantation 
after  her  husband’s  death.  She  could  ride  almost  as  well  as 
a  person  possessed  of  normal  faculties.  It  is  said  that  her 
slaves  were  as  careful  not  to  allow  weeds  to  grow  in  the  cot¬ 
ton  planted  under  her  direction,  as  they  would  have  been  un¬ 
der  the  most  sharp-sighted  of  overseers.  Her  habit  was  to 
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mount  her  horse,  and,  led  by  some  dependable  black  servitor, 
visit  the  fields;  where,  dismounting,  she  ran  her  hands  over 
the  ground,  and  if  she  detected  unnecessary  vegetation,  those 
responsible  heard  from  her  promptly.  In  the  same  way  she 
decided  when  the  cotton  or  other  crop  was  ready  to  be  har¬ 
vested.  So  sensitive  was  her  faculty  that,  it  is  said,  when 
her  brother,  Luther,  brought  home  his  bride,  Anna  Davis, 
Philomela  passed  her  hands  over  the  lovely  face  of  this 
charming  young  woman  and  said:  “I  can  tell  that  you  are 
young  and  very  fair.” 

Philomela  was  a- woman  of  remarkable  character.  She 
was  greatly  admired  by  Greenwood  Leflore,  the  celebrated 
Mississippi  Indian  chieftain.  On  meeting  her  he  was  accus¬ 
tomed  to  drop  to  one  knee  and  kiss  her  hand,  as  one  might 
salute  a  queen.  He  frequently  sent  her  presents  of  game. 
His  beautiful  daughter,  the  Princess  Flora,  was  the  brides¬ 
maid  at  the  wedding  of  Philomela’s  daughter,  Martha,  when 
she  was  married  to  John  Lawson  Irwin.  Flora  attended  the 
ceremony  garbed  in  full  Indian  regalia  and  attended  by  a 
bevy  of  other  Indian  maidens,  also  splendidly  attired.  When 
Philomela  was  stricken  with  the  illness  to  which  she  suc¬ 
cumbed,  Leflore  came  to  the  house  at  Palatine  and  remained 
to  the  end;  waiting  motionless  till  her  death  was  announced, 
whereupon  he  turned  and  strode  away  in  solemn  silence, 
never  to  return. 

Philomela  Smith  and  Dickinson  Mitchell  had  four  chil¬ 
dren,  as  follows : 

1.  David  Dickerson  Mitchell,  called  Dix,  who  married 
twice,  frist  Eleanor  Burney,  and  secondly,  Mary  Davis. 

2.  Martha  Elizabeth  Mitchell,  called  Patsey,  who  mar¬ 
ried  John  Lawson  Irwin;  see  further. 

3.  John  James  Mitchell,  who  married  his  cousin,  Mary, 
daughter  of  Philetus  Smith,  and  had  issue. 

4.  Sarah  Mitchell. 

Dickerson  Mitchell  and  Eleanor  Burney  Mitchell  had  two 
children,  James  and  Elia.  James  married  and  had  two  chil¬ 
dren,  Clara  and  Emma.  Elia  married  Philip  Nicholls  and 
had  four  children.  Dix,  who  married  twice,  the  second  time 
to  Mary  Davis;  Mansfield,  James  and  Mashall.  Philip  Nich¬ 
olls  became  a  helpless  invalid.  Elia  was  prominent  in  the 
Liddell- Jones  vendetta. 

Martha  Elizabeth  Mitchell  was  born  in  Adams  County, 
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Miss.,  May  13,  1793.  She  was  married  to  John  Lawson  Irwin 
in  Natchez,  Miss.,  in  May,  1816.  She  died  May  19,  1831,  and 
was  buried  in  the  Brick  Church  cemetery,  sometimes  called  the 
Beech  Hill  burial  grounds,  two  miles  southwest  of  Red  Lake,  in 
Jefferson  County,  Miss. — Her  husband,  John  Lawson  Irwin, 
was  born  in  Washington  County,  Ga.,  February  23,  1793, 
and  died  of  yellow  fever  in  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  September  17, 
1841.  He  was  the  son  of  Hugh  Lawson  Irwin,  one  of  the 
early  settlers  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  nephew  of 
Governor  Jared  Irwin,  of  Georgia.  He  served  as  Second  Lieu¬ 
tenant  in  Captain  Doherty’s  Company  in  the  Creek  War,  in 
1813,  and  with  similar  rank  in  Hinds’  Battalion  of  Missis¬ 
sippi  Militia  in  1814-1815,  participating  in  the  Battle  of  New 
Orleans.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  town  of  Carroll¬ 
ton,  Miss.  He  represented  Jeffreson  County  in  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  State  Legislature  in  1826,  1831,  and  1836;  and  was  a 
member  of  the  State  Senate  from  Jefferson  and  Copiah 
counties,  jointly,  in  1837.  He  was  chosen  speaker  of  the  low¬ 
er  branch  of  the  legislature  in  1836,  but  resigned  a  year  later, 
when  he  was  made  manager  of  the  Union  Bank.  After  the 
death  of  his  first  wife,  Mr.  Irwin  married  (December  25, 
1831),  Lucy  Watkins  Vick,  who  survived  him  over  forty 
years,  and  by  whom  he  had  five  children. 

The  children  of  Martha  Elizabeth  Mitchell  and  her  hus¬ 
band,  John  Lawson  Irwin,  were  six  in  number,  as  follows: 

1.  John  Lawson  Irwin,  died  October  27,  1867. 

2.  David  Irwin,  died  September  19,  1853. 

3.  Jane  Smith  Irwin,  married  Edward  Gibbs  (see  be¬ 
low). 

4.  Mary  Philomela  Irwin,  married  William  Gray  Ken¬ 
dall,  (see  below). 

5.  Elizabeth  Burrus  Irwin,  died  1906;  married  Judge 
Henry  Felix  Cooke,  of  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  and  had  issue. 

6.  Alexander  Irwin,  died  December  1833. 

Mary  Philomela  Irwin  was  born  on  her  father’s  planta¬ 
tion  in  Carroll  County,  Miss.,  in  1817,  and  died  from  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  cancer  in  Ocean  Springs,  Miss.,  January  17,  1878.  In 
1835  she  was  married  to  William  Gray  Kendall,  and  made  her 
home  thereafter  in  New  Orleans,  La.,  and  in  Ocean  Springs 
where  her  husband  had  a  country  home. — William  Gray  Ken¬ 
dall  was  born  in  Trimble  County,  Ky.,  January  12,  1812,  and 
died  in  Ocean  Springs,  April  20,  1872.  He  studied  law  and 
began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  1834  in  Carroll  county, 
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Miss.,  but  after  his  marriage,  removed  to  Grenada,  Miss.  In 
1840  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature,  and  in  1843  was 
nominated  for  Congress,  but  being  defeated,  decided  to  estab¬ 
lish  himself  in  New  Orleans.  In  1853  he  was  appointed  post¬ 
master  of  New  Orleans,  but  resigned  that  office  two  years 
later.  In  1857  he  went  to  the  Isthmus  of  Tehauntepec,  part¬ 
ly  to  open  a  coffee  plantation  and  partly  to  construct  a  stage- 
road  across  the  country  to  the  Pacific,  but  abandoned  both 
enterprises  and  returned  to  the  United  States  two  years  later. 
During  the  Civil  War  he  served  first  in  the  Confederate  River 
Fleet  and  then  in  the.  Quartermaster’s  department.  At  the 
Battle  of  Island  No.  10,  he  distinguished  himself  and  was 
cited  in  general  orders  for  valor. — See  Sharf,  History  of  the 
Confederate  Navy.  While  collecting  supplies  on  the  Gulf 
Coast,  in  1863,  he  was  captured  by  a  Federal  Navy  Patrol 
and  spent  six  months  immured  in  the  dark  hold  of  a  Federal 
warship.  After  the  war  he  located  in  Ocean  Springs,  per¬ 
manently,  and  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law. 

The  children  of  Mary  Philomela  Irwin  and  William  Gray 
Kendall  were  nine  in  number,  but  only  one,  John  Irwin  Ken¬ 
dall  (see  below)  married  and  had  children. 

John  Irwin  Kendall  was  born  in  Grenada,  Miss.,  January 
10,  1841 ;  and  died  in  Mazatlan,  Mexico,  October  13, ,  1898.  He 
accompanied  his  father  to  Tehuantepec,  but  returned  to  the 
United  States  in  time  to  enter  the  Confederate  Army  and 
serve  throughout  the  long  agony  of  the  Civil  War.  He  was 
present  at  the  battles  of  Shiloh,  Baton  Rouge,  New  Hope 
Church,  Lookout  Mountain,  Missionary  Ridge,  Lost  Moun¬ 
tain,  Kennesaw  Mountain,  Peachtree  Creek,  Franklin  nad 
Nashville,  and  the  sieges  of  Vicksburg,  Port  Hudson  and  At¬ 
lanta.  He  was  captured  at  Nashville  and  spent  a  year  in  a 
Federal  war  prison.  After  being  released,  he  studied  law 
and  was  called  to  the  bar  in  Mississippi,  but  the  disturbed 
political  state  in  which  that  part  of  the  country  then  found 
itself,  made  the  profession  unprofitable,  and  from  that  time 
on,  he  was  chiefly  interested  in  the  railroad  business.  In 
1881  he  went  to  Mexico,  and  was  in  the  service  of  the  rail¬ 
roads  there,  off  and  on,  till  1891.  He  then  went  to  Mazatlan 
as  a  representative  of  an  American  oil  company,  and  was 
there  when  stricken  with  paralysis,  from  which  he  died.  He 
was  married  in  1872  to  Mary  Elizabeth  Smith,  of  New  Or¬ 
leans,  by  whom  he  had  four  children — John  Smith  Kendall, 
Josephine  Irwin  Kendall,  Miriam  Gray  Kendall,  and  Harriet 


[98] 


rrt  .aaiM  ,ab  imO  oi  bavomm  .a^ahiartr  aid  io  la  tud 

*?,  adi  oi  bate 

-c.  J  a  oi  babioab  .irA.-v  >b  r^niad  iud  ,8  ainnoO  io1  bi  mor 
-Jaoq  b9inioqqa  caw  ed  8SSI  nl  .8naahO  -us.i  ni  Iframld  Ur' 
p.n&x  owj  xoill  »  Jadt  banai&ai  Hud  ,?nsahC  war  *  i 
4iaq  «a  qainuarb  x  i  -ndiftl  adi  oi  in  r  e  T  S  ft)  .  i  ■ 

,T9iai  naay  o'  ri  &>ta$r'‘  baiinU  adt  oi  bomuia  i  >na  :Y;tr>irid 
lavrfl  aiai^bolnoO  aril  nr  ini  *  tarn*  ad  i*W  1  n  )  arii  m<huG 
adi  1A  .ioarniifiqsb  adi  ni  nadi  baa  Jr 

adi  lo  yioinilT  ®»& — k#oUv  ioI  siabto  braa**  qi  heito 

IluO  adi  no  ■■  ■■  •jqu*  Jiaiioalloo  slidW  .v//f  7  aJaiabatnoD 
loiiaSf  yvaft  ffl-jH1  3  u  vi  amic  w  bbw  ad  ,8b  it  ni  ,  j.  >0 

.i  al  lo  aoriomq  *1  t  ni  beyayrra  bn*  ,Y.li  n*m 

vaiO  maiilrW  b: 'A  nbr;!  nhmoIirflT  r  aVL  lo  rmblido  a  IT 
-naX  niwil  ndol  ,a it  yl,u>  Jud  ,*fad:mm  ni  r*ain  aVf'ff  I!  bn<T 

.no-  no  m in  ia  bamarn  ( /fc  lad  <  a< .)  life  > 

yiaonal  ..seiM  fnb  n;>  ri)  n  mod  «aw  flabn  A  rtiwil  ndoi 

)d!  oi  barnub  i  ird  nxdaT  oJ  xait?nl  eu  nuqnioooa 

bna  vnnA  n  ba'!,x  j  a.,  i&Jaa  oi  arnrj  j  i  t  r  3 

taw  aH  .* .  //  I  /!  )  or  lo  .rioya  yfioi  a  ft  two  y  '  >rJ  a 

-.iuoi  iaoJ  ,a  u.I  u  LOtt^i  14  ,r  rJi  uoM  t  fojJooJ  .rfono  0 

ban  nifdnmT  ,}faa.j  oiidon*)4!  ,n  arrrooM  wasannaX  ,n:r 
-tA  him  noabtfli  iio?  ,  rvi  >(oi  r  xo  aa^aia  £  iJ  na  ,£>IIi'  ia*H 
a  rri  iaay  a  inaqa  ixna  dUivdaaX  Ja  banntOA'j  jbw  oH  sirnf 
wai  bjibwii  ad  .baaaofoT  yr:  j  -lsJl-n.  r  -q  ■  r  ianab^’f 
badiui  rb  sift  tud  ..qqiatainiU  ni  adi  dim  saw  fnn 
bnuol  rrarii  viinuoo  d?  ;  >  iiaq  J^riJ  do  Iw  m  gtaia  laoriiloq 
miii  Jadi  moil  baa  .aidaJiloiqun  rtoiaa  loiq  adi  *bam  (KaaJi 
ni  .aaaniaud  baoiiiai  ant  rri  balsaiaini  vllairto  :aw  ad  ,no 
dial  adi  lo  aoi’naa  arfi  ni  sav'  bna  tooixsM  oi  inavf  ad  IBSl 
ci  i r-:ai  oi  J  raw  *>di  .IGc  i  I  J  «io  bna  to  ro*ta  i  ao  ;oi 
an  y  bna  ,  /ftaqmoo  '  o  n  y  ^nA  n  i  lo  a  iifiir.aanqai  1  ?. 
oi  .raib  ad  irro'i  u  ,  w  .j  .  .  4  aa. 


Faurie  Kendall. 

1.  John  Smith  Kendall  was  born  in  Ocean  Springs, 
Miss.,  April  9,  1874,  but  regarded  New  Orleans  as  his  home, 
having  been  brought  to  that  city  when  less  than  two  years 
of  age.  He  travelled  extensively,  spending  two  or  three  years 
in  Mexico,  and  other  considerable  periods  of  time  in  Central 
America  and  the  West  Indies.  From  1891  to  1914  he  was 
identified  with  the  editorial  department  of  the  New  Orleans 
“Picayune."  In  1914  he  was  made  head  of  the  newly-insti¬ 
tuted  Department  of  Spanish  in  Tulane  University,  New  Or¬ 
leans  with  which  he  remained  till  1939,  when  he  was  retired 
and  pensioned,  with  the  rank  of  emeritus  professor.  Mr. 
Kendall  was  a  voluminous  writer,  especially  on  Louisiana 
history,  and  published  a  three-volume  history  of  New  Orleans, 
which  is  regarded  as  a  standard  work.  He  also  contributed 
in  prose  and  verse,  in  essay,  short  story  and  descriptive  ar¬ 
ticles,  to  magazines  in  many  parts  of  the  United  States.  In 
1903  he  was  married  to  Isoline  Rodd,  daughter  of  John  Ed¬ 
win  Rodd,  a  well-known  New  Orleans  merchant.  They  have 
two  children,  Elizabeth  Rodd  Kendall,  now  (1940)  Associate 
Editor  of  the  Architectural  Record ;  and  Lane  Carter  Kendall, 
first  lieutenant  U.  S.  Marine  Corps  Reserve,  now  (1940)  on 
duty  with  the  1st  Brigade,  U.  S.  Marines. 

2.  Josephine  Irwin  Kendall  was  born  in  New  Orleans 
in  1876,  and  died  in  Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  in  1922.  She  mar¬ 
ried  James  Richardson,  but  had  no  children. 

3.  Miriam  Gray  Kendall,  born  1876,  in  New  Orleans, 
married  John  Frederick  Baringer,  of  that  city,  and  had  three 
children  who  lived  to  maturity — John  Kendall  Baringer,  Kath¬ 
erine  Lusk  Baringer,  and  Frederick  Froebel  Baringer.  The 
last-named  married  in  1935  and  has  (1940)  one  child,  a  son, 
John  Frederick,  born  1938. 

4.  Harriet  Faurie  Kendall  died  in  infancy. 

The  following  chart  exhibits  the  descendants  of  John 
Lawson  Irwin  and  Philomela  Irwin  so  far  as  known,  including 
those  mentioned  above. 

Family  VII — Descendants  of  John  Lawson  Irwin  and 
Martha  Elizabeth  Mitchell. 

I.  Jane  Smith  Irwin,  married  Edward  Gibbs  and  had: 
a.  Jane  Gibbs,  married  Edward  Flowers  and  had: 

(1)  Edward  Flowers,  married  Miss  Enochs,  of 
Jackson,  Miss. 
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(2)  Gray  Flowers,  married  Hester  Craig,  and 
had: 

a  Hester  Flowers, 
b  Shelby  Flowers, 
c  Gray  Flowers, xb.  1922. 

b.  Jennie  Gibbs,  marriel:  McCutcheon,  of  Vicksburg, 
and  had: 

(1)  Lucy  McCutcheon, 

(2)  Jennie  McCutcheon, 

(3)  James  McCutcheon. 

c.  John  Edward  Gibbs,  married  Rosalie  Dicks  and 
had: 

Ann  Gibbs,  who  married  John  Herring  and  had  two 
children. 

Jane  Gibbs, 

Rosalie  Gibbs, 

Lilian  Gibbs, 

Mary  Shelby  Gibbs, 

Fred  Gibbs, 

John  Gibbs. 

d.  Lucy  Gibbs,  who  married  Will  G.  Paxton  and  had: 
Alex  Gallatin  Paxton,  died  in  infancy. 

Janie  Paxton,  married  Will  Klein  (d.  1891)  and 
had: 

Will  Klein. 

Lucy  Paxton,  married  Rev.  Fitzgerald  Parker  and 
had: 

(1)  Fitzgerald  Parker,  of  Louisiana. 

(2)  Paxton  Parker. 

Mary  Lou  Paxton,  d.  1938,  unmarried. 

Shelby  Paxton, 

Will  Paxton,  married  Louise  Wright  and  had: 
One  son  (accidentally  drowned). 

II.  Elizabeth  Murrus  Irwin  (1839-1905),  married  Judge 
Henry  Felix  Cook,  of  Vicksburg: 

a.  Jonie  Cook,  married  (Rev.  Robert  Selby,  of  Hat¬ 
tiesburg,  Miss.,  and  had: 

(1)  Henry  Cook  Selby  (resided  in  Goldsbor- 
ough  N.  C.), 

(2)  Catherine  Selby,  married  Ashley  Foote,  of 
Hattiesburg,  Miss., 

(3)  Elizabeth  Irwin  Selby, 

(4)  John  T.  Selby. 

b.  Fannie  Cook  (d.  Jan.  20,  1939),  married  Thomas 
Allein,  of  Vicksburg,  and  had: 
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Two  children. 

(1)  Henry  Cook  Allein,  killed  in  France,  1918. 

(2)  William  Allein,  killed  in  France,  1918. 

(3)  Frances  Allein,  married  Audrey  Nell  Robin¬ 
son,  of  Memphis  and  had 

Two  children. 

(4)  Irwin  Allein. 

c.  Lucy  Walker  Cook. 

d.  Henry  Cook,  d.  1878. 

e.  Mattie  Cook,  d.  unmarried. 

f.  Lawson  Cook,  married - and  had: 

(1)  Henry  Wyche  Cook, 

(2)  Alice  Irwin  Cook, 

(3)  Lucy  Larkin  Cook. 

g.  Bessie  Cook,  married  J.  F.  Miller;  no  children. 

III.  Mary  Philomelia  Irwin,  married  Wm.  G.  Kendall  and 

had: 

a.  Benjamin  Edwards  Kendall,  died  1847  in  childhood. 

b.  John  Irwin  Kendall  (1841-1898)  married  Mary 
Elizabeth  Smith  of  New  Orleans  and  had: 

1.  John  Smith  Kendall,  b.  1874,  m.  Isoline  Robb. 

a.  Elizabeth  Rodd  Kendall,  b.  1910. 

b.  Lane  Carter  Kendall,  b.  1912. 

2.  Josephine  Irwin  Kendall  (1876-1922),  married 
James  Richardson ;  no  children. 

3.  Miriam  Gray  Kendall  (1878 — ),  Married  J. 
Frederick  Baringer  and  had: 

(1)  John  Kendall  Baringer,  b.  September  16, 
1901, 

(2)  Katherine  Lusk  Baringer,  b.  Nov.  20, 
1903, 

(3)  Frederick  Froebel  Baringer,  b.  Sept.  15, 
1905;  married  Emelda  Munch  of  New  Or¬ 
leans  and  had: 

John  Frederick  Baringer,  b.  1938. 
Miriam  Baringer,  died  in  childhood. 
Harriet  Faurie  Kendall,  b.  1880;  died  in 
infancy. 

c.  Anola  Philomelia  Kendall,  (1843-1899),  unmarried. 

d.  Kate  Emma  Kendall,  (1845-1897),  unmarried. 

e.  William  Gray  Kendall,  Jr.,  (1847-1885)  unmarried. 

f.  Mamie  Lusk  Kendall  (1849-1902),  unmarried. 

g.  Katherine  Ann  Kendall,  b.  1850,  died  in  fancy. 

h.  Robert  Kendall  (1852-1877),  unmarried. 

Sigur  Laurent  Kendall  (1855-1877),  unmarried. 
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CHAPTER  XIII 

Record  of  Calvin  Smith 

Calvin  Smith  (6)  (Rev.  Jedediah  (5),  Ebenezer  (4),  Ebe- 

nezer  (3)  Samuel  (2),  Rev*  Henry  (1).) 

This  son  of  Rev.  Jedediah  was  born  December  25th, 
1768,  and.  so  was  a  young  boy  of  eight  years  old  when  he 
came  south  with  the  family.  He  grew  up  in  the  new  country 
to  be  a  man  of  wealth  and  station,  respected  and  esteemed 
by  all  who  knew  him;  a  God  fearing  man,  who  had  family 
prayers  in  his  home  regularly. 

In  1791  he  acquired  a  tract,  of  land,  a  Spanish  land  grant 
probably,  since  the  Territory  was  still  under  Spanish  con¬ 
trol  at  that  time.  In  that  year  also,  when  he  was  twenty- 
three  years  old,  he  married  Priscilla  Cobb,  a  beautiful  girl, 
sister  of  Patience  Cobb,  wife  of  his  brother,  Josephus,  and 
of  Sallie  Cobb,  wife  of  Israel  Smith.  The  three  Cobb  sis¬ 
ters  lived  further  south  in  Wilkinson  County,  Mississippi, 
where  their  family  was  already  well  established  and  pros¬ 
perous.  Priscilla  was  probably  the  youngest  of  the  sisters, 
and  her  parents  were  not  willing  for  her  to  leave  home.  For 
they  said  that  her  suitor,  Calvin  Smith,  had  nothing  to  offer 
her  but  a  dense  tract  of  land,  and  he  only  a  young  fellow 
with  nothing  but  brains  and  brawn.  But  his  brains  and 
brawn  on  that  tract  of  land  in  time  made  her  a  fortune. 

However,  all  arguments  against  Calvin  fell  upon  deaf 
ears  as  far  as  Priscilla  was  concerned.  She  loved  him,  and 
contrary  to  custom  of  daughters  of  that  day,  she  made  up 
her  mind  to  marry  Calvin,  regardless  of  her  parents’  ob¬ 
jections.  A  pretty  little  story  of  romance  follows,  which  de¬ 
scribes  how  one  day  in  the  spring,  when  the  yellow  jasmine 
was  in  bloom  and  the  white  of  the  Cherokee  rose  blossoms 
brightened  the  hedge  rows  along  the  narrow  road,  Calvin 
Smith,  her  beloved  knight,  came  riding  up  to  Priscilla’s  front 
gate,  seeking  the  prize  of  his  heart.  She  had  all  her  belong- 
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mgs  packed  in  a  bundle,  so  while  her  parents  were  away,  she 
mounted  a  pillion  behind  Calvin  on  his  horse,  and  she  rode 
away  with  him  to  become  his  bride.  Somewhere  along  the 
way,  they  were  married  by  an  official,  and  then  proceeded 
through  the  gathering  twilight  to  his  cabin  in  the  woods. 
All  wras  happiness  and  joy,  except  one  thing  disturbed  them 
upon  dismounting  at  the  cabin.  On  the  ride  through  the 
forest,  Priscilla’s  bundle  of  clothes  had  fallen  from  where  it 
had  been  tied  to  the  saddle.  Alas!  a  bride  without  any  pretty 
dresses!  But  Priscilla’s  sorrow  over  her  less  was  dispelled 
with  the  morning,  when  a  kindly  Indian  passing  along  the 
Indian  trail  they  had  followed,  found  the  bundle  and  brought 
it  to  Calvin’s  house.  The  Indians  who  went  along  that  trail 
were  his*  only  neighbors  and  his  good  friends,  for  an  Indian 
camp  was  near  by. 

With  this  beginning,  their  life,  though  one  of  hardship 
and  struggle  at  first,  was  crowned  with  success,  and  a  large 
family  of  children  came  to  make  their  home  happy.  Calvin 
and  Priscilla  were  both  ambitious  and  industrious.  At  one 
time  Calvin  worked  in  Natchez,,  while  Priscilla  did  her  part 
bravely  and  efficiently,  remaining  at  home,  attending  to  her 
household  duties.  He  also  supervised  the  clearing  away  of 
the  woods,  and  the  cultivating  of  the  fields.  Finally,  after 
a  time,  Calvin  accumulated  enough  money — one  hundred  dol¬ 
lars — to  buy  his  first  negro  slave.  After  that,  the  effort  to 
increase  and  organize  their  resources  was  not  so  difficult. 
Year  after  year  as  his  income  enlarged  and  his  family  in¬ 
creased,  he  built  a  larger  house.  After  a  while  the  first 
structure  was  torn  down,  and  a  splendid  house  of  twenty- 
two  rooms  arose  as  a  monument  to  the  untiring  efforts  and 
determination  of  Calvin,  and  the  wise  planning  of  Priscilla. 
Priscilla's  parents  soon  forgave  her  for  eloping  with  her  hus¬ 
band,  and  as  time  passed  they  learned  to  respect  and  lean 
upon  him  for  help. 

Calvin  Smith’s  home  place  was  called  Retirement,  be¬ 
cause  at  first,  it  was  so  quiet  and  retired,  out  there  in  the 
woods.  But  all  that  quietness  passed  with  the  years,  for  in 
that  twenty-two  room  house,  there  was  a  grand  dance  hall, 
two  dining  rooms  with  ceiling  fans  attached  above  the  table, 
which  were  operated  by  slaves  when  the  master  of  the  house, 
the  mistress,  their  large  family  of  children  and  their  guests 
sat  down  to  dine.  Wide  porches  surrounded  the  house, 
where  the  many  grandchildren  and  great  grandchildren  loved 
to  come  and  visit.  In  fact,  this  family  has  representing  it 
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today  perhaps  the  largest  line  of  progeny  of  any  of  the  eons 
of  Rev.  Jedediah.  The  house  which  stands  at  Retirement 
today  is  still  owned  by  members  of  the  family. 

After  gaining  that  first  grant  of  500  acres  where  he  built 
his  cabin,  Calvin  Smith  increased  his  land  holdings  to  such 
an  extent  that  at  the  time  of  his  death,  November  7th,  1840 
he  possessed  many  acres  in  cultivation,  both  in  Mississippi 
and  Louisiana,  and  had  also  a  large  number  of  slaves.  Some 
time  during  1825,  Calvin  Smith  bought  the  place  called  Mon¬ 
mouth  for  $10,000.  In  1820  a  beautiful  mansion  had  been 
built  on  this  place  by  John  Hankinson.  But  Calvin  Smith 
did  not  move  into  this  home,  but  sold  it  in  1826  to  John 
Quitman,  who  afterwards  became  chancellor,  governor  and 
congressman  of  Mississippi. 

The  copies  of  the  portraits  of  Calvin  and  Priscilla  Cobb 
Smith  cannot  do  justice  to  the  beautiful  paintings,  evidently 
done  by  some  great  artist,  which  hangs  on  the  wall  of  the 
home  of  Mrs.  K.  P.  Lanneau  of  Natchez,  Miss.,  great,  great, 
granddaughter  of  Calvin  Smith.  In  the  painting  Priscilla 
Smith  appears  to  have  been  in  her  forties  when  she  sat  for 
her  portrait.  But  she  is  so  charming  and  pretty  and  lovely 
sitting  there  in  her  quaint  old  fashioned  dress  and  cap,  that 
one’s  heart  warms  to  her.  Indeed,  lavender  and  old  lace  are  the 
terms  to  use  in  a  description  of  her  lovely  type,  as  shown  in 
her  portrait.  Her  devoted  husband  through  the  years  hangs 
beside  her,  with  keen,  wide  open  eyes,  which  look!  straight  out 
of  the  picture  at  you,  and  give  an  impression  of  fearless  de¬ 
cision  and  force  of  character,  yet  kindly  and  understanding. 
He  is  dressed;  coat  of  black,  and  in  waistcoat  of  white,  with 
a  white  frill  peeping  out  from  beneath.  His  hands,  shown 
in  the  picture  holding  a  book,  are  those  of  an  aristocrat. 
Thus  do  these  splendid  portraits  hanging  there,  visualize  the 
quiet  dignity,  poise  and  charm  of  these  worthy  progenitors 
of  the  Calvin  Smith  branch  of  the  Rev.  Jedediah’s  family. 

The  following  wills  of  Calvin  Smith  and  his  wife,  Pris¬ 
cilla,  are  taken  from  Will  Book  2  in  the  records  found  in  the 
Court  House  in  Natchez,  Mississippi.  The  “acre  square  bury¬ 
ing  ground”,  mentioned  in  Calvin’s  will,  is  still  to  be  seen  near 
the  old  house  at  Retirement  where  he  and  his  wife  were 
buried,  and  some  of  their  descendants. 

Will  Book  2,  Page  219.  1840. 

Will  of  Calvin  Smith 

Calvin  Smith,  son  of  Rev.  Jedediah  and  Sarah  Cook  Smith, 

born  December  1768,  died  Nov.  7th,  1840.  Married  Pris- 
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cilia  Cobb. 


Book  2,  page  219,  1840. 

Will  of  Calvin  Smith: 

To  Priscilla  his  wife,  the  house  and  plantation  for  life, 
and  the  lawful  proportion  of  personal  property. 

To  daughter  Susan  Gillespie,  plantation  now  in  occupa¬ 
tion  by  John  F.  Gillespie,  500  acres. 

To  son  Robert,  gold  watch  and  trimmings. 

The  tract  of  land  I  now  live  on  to  remain  undivided  and 
kept  as  a  -home  for  any  of  the  children  who  are  unmarried 
or  wish  to  live  there;  but  by  consent  of  the  other  heirs  in 
writing,  it  may  be  sold  and  the  proceeds  divided,  excepting 
the  burying  ground. 

Having  given  son  C.  Stephen  Smith  all  his  part  of  es¬ 
tate,  he  is  to  have  no  more. 

I  do  hereby  give,  devise  and  bequeath  unto  my  family, 
and  their  descendants  forever,  one  acre  square  for  a  bury¬ 
ing  ground,  to  be  laid  out  on  the  home  place  so  as  to  make 
the  tomb  of  Maria  P.  Gillespie  the  center  thereof,  said  bury¬ 
ing  ground  to  be  reserved  forever  for  the  use  of  my  family. 

All  lands  in  Louisiana  and  Mississippi  to  be  divided 
equally  between  the  eight  children, 

Etc.,  Etc. 

Calvin  Smith. 


Will  of  Priscilla  Smith,  Will  Book  2,  p.  332 
Widow  of  Calvin 

To  son  Robert,  gold  snuff  box. 

To  daughter  Louisa  work  stand,  two  chairs  and  stove. 
1  Doz.  silver  tablespoons,  and  my  interest  in  the  carriage 
horses,  owned  jointly  by  her  and  myself. 

To  my  daughters  Matilda  and  Louisa  one  set  of  china 
which  I  have  already  presented  to  them. 

Having  at  various  times  given  to  several  of  my  children 
certain  sums  of  money,  Viz,  to  my  daughter  Louisa  $1,000, 
Helen  $700,  Matilda  $600,  and  to  my  son  Benajah  $300,  for 
certain  considerations,  it  is  my  wish  and  intention  that  out 
of  the  remainder  of  my  estate  the  sum  of  $200  shall  be  set 
apart  to  give  my  son  Robert  an  exclusive  gift.  The  balance 
of  estate  to  be  equally  divided  between  the  children,  Helen, 
Beneiah,  Louisa,  Susan,  Emily  and  Robert. 

Priscilla  Smith. 

Executor  Edwin  R.  Bennett 
Probated  1846. 
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CHAPTER  XIV 

Calvin  Smith  Family:  Record  and  Genealogy 

Family  VIII — Children  of  Calvin  Smith  and  Piscilla  Cobb 
Smith. 

I.  Levissa  Smith — born  1793,  married  1818,  George  Ral¬ 
ston. 

1.  Ellen  Wyse  Ralston — Born  1819,  died  1856,  married 
1838. 

Paul  T.  Jones. 

2.  Elizabeth  Maria  Ralston — born  1821,  died  1875, 
married  1839. 

Thos.  R.  Mitchell.  They  moved  to  Baltimore. 

a.  Ralston  Mitchell 

b.  Elizabeth  Mitchell 

c.  Ellen  F.  Mitchell 

d.  Thomas  Mitchell 

e.  Margaret  Mitchell 

f.  Christine  Mitchell 

g.  Percy  Mitchell 

h.  Emma  Mitchell 

i.  Alex  Mitchell 

j.  Robert  Mitchell 

k.  Levissa  Mitchell 

3.  George  Ralston,  Jr. — born  1823,  died  1891,  married 
1852  Eliza  Jane  Sanderson. 

a.  One  child  died  young. 

4.  Robert  Smith  Ralston — born  1826,  died  1884,  mar¬ 
ried:  (1)  1842,  Cordelia  Metcalf;  (2)  Mary  Nomes. 

a.  George  Ralston 

b.  Daughter. 

5.  Louisa  Priscilla  Ralston — born  1827,  died  1828. 

6.  Matilda  Brown  Ralston — born  1828,  died  1901,  mar¬ 
ried  1852,  Albert  Dunbar. 

a.  Matilda  Dunbar — born  1853,  married  Mr.  Brit¬ 
ton. 
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b.  Albert  Dunbar,  Jr. — born  1854,  married  Mary 
Kerr,  great  granddaughter  of  Territorial  Judge 
David  Kerr. 

(1)  Albert  Dunbar  III,  married  Edna  Jameson. 

(2)  Matilda  Ralston  Dunbar 

(3)  Mary  Dunbar,  married  Albert  Cocke 

(4)  Katherine  Dunbar,  married  F.  D.  Brown 

(5)  Percy  Dunbar,  married  Lulie  Lesenne 

c.  George  Bennett  Dunbar 

d.  William  Dunbar 

e.  McPheetus  Dunbar 

•‘f.  Emily  Dunbar — lives  in  Natchez  and  in  sum¬ 
mer  home  at  Pomfret,  Connecticct. 

II.  Luther  Smith — born  1794,  died  1798. 

III.  Susan  Smith — born  1796,  died  1855,  married  1815,  John 
Field  Gillespie.  Both  are  buried  at  Mt.  Carmel  Church, 
six  miles  from  Natchez,  both  killed  in  railroad  disaster 
in  New  Jersey  in  1855. 

1.  Alfred  Gillespie — died  young. 

William  Gillespite — drowned  young. 

3.  James  Gillespie — married  Frances  Denny, 
a.  John  Gillespie. 

4.  John  Francis  Gillespie — drowned  with  brother  Wil¬ 
liam. 

5.  Helen  Gillespie,  married  Dr.  Orrick  Metcalfe. 

a.  Helen  Metcalfe  (Cousin  Nellie) — married 

Charles  R.  Byrnes. 

(1)  Helen  Metcalfe  Byrnes,  married  K.  Palm¬ 
er  Lanneau.  He  died.  She  lives  in  Nat¬ 
chez  with  children. 

(a)  Helen  Lanneau 

(b)  Palmer  Lanneau,  Jr. 

(c)  Basil  Lanneau 

(2)  Dr.  Charles'  M.  Byrnes,  died  1937,  married 
Louise  McCosh  of  Baltimore,  Md.  He  was 
a  nerve  specialist,  and  professor  at  Johns 
Hopkins,  Baltimore. 

(a)  Louise  Byrnes — lives  with  mother 
in  Baltimore. 

(3)  Katherine  Byrnes — married  Martin  Bal¬ 
four.  They  live  in  Texas. 

(a)  Katherine  Balfour,  married  Lyman 
Aldrich. 

(b)  Jane  Balfour 

6.  Maria  P.  Gillespie — married  Joseph  Sessions. 
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a.  Anna  Maria  Sessions 

b.  Joseph  Sessions 

c.  Helen  Catherine  Sessions 

d.  John  Sessions 

e.  Richard  Session 

f.  Susan  Sessions — married  George  McConnell. 

(1)  Margaret  McConnell. 

IV.  Maria  Philomela  Smith — born  1801,  died  1819,  married 
1818,  James  Alcorn  Gillespie. 

V.  Calvin  Stephen  Smith — born  1803,  died  1838,  married, 
1830 

(1)  .-Martha  Carey;  1833,  (2)  Ann  Dunbar. 

1.  Calvin  Smith. 

VI.  Helen  Katherine  Smith — born  1805,  married  1826.  Wil¬ 
liam  Ferriday. 

1.  Helen  Caroline  Ferriday — born  1805,  married  1854, 
A.1gx  Y.  Walton 

a.  William  Parke  Walton — born  1855,  died  1883. 

b.  John  Floyd  Walton — born  1856,  died  1863. 

c.  Mary  Walton — born  1858,  died 

d.  Lelia  Walton — born  1859,  died  1860. 

e.  Helen  Walton — born  1861. 

f.  Alex  Walton — born  1863,  died  1863. 

g.  Robert  F.  Walton — born  1864,  died  1866. 

h.  Henry  Allen  Walton — born  1869,  died  1871. 

i.  Daughter — twin  of  John  Floyd 

j.  Elizabeth  Emilia  Walton — born  1873,  died  1874. 

k.  Alfred  Edgerton — born  1875,  died  1875. 

2.  Emily  Ferriday — married  Amory. 

3.  Calvin  Ferriday. 

4.  Charles  Ferriday — married  (1)  Miss  Reider;  (2) 
Annie  Pendleton. 

a.  Helen  Ferriday — married  R.  Lee  Byrnes.  They 
live  in  Natchez. 

(1)  Ferriday  Byrnes,  married  Roane  Fleming. 

(2)  Charles  B.  Byrnes,  married  Violet  Smith. 

(3)  Helen  Byrnes,  married  Hyde  Jenkins. 

(4)  Annie  Byrnes,  married  Laurence  Murphy. 

b.  Jennie  Ferriday,  married  R.  Lee  Wood. 

(1)  Charles  M. 

(2)  Jennie  Lee,  married  Allen  Waggener. 

(a)  Allen 

(3)  Bernard,  married  Helen  Miles. 

(a)  Bernard,  Jr. 
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(4)  Robert,  married  Maxine  Montgomery. 

(a)  Robert,  Jr. 

(b)  Malcolm. 

c.  Mary  Ferriday — married  Charles  Gordon  (no 
children). 

d.  Emily  Ferriday — married  John  Vincent. 

e.  Pendleton  Ferriday — married  Annie  Maher. 

5.  Robert  Ferriday — married  Kate  Bennett. 

VII.  Benijah  Osmond  Smith — born  1807,  died  1850  at  Belvi- 
dere  Plantation  at  Insmore,  Claiborne  County,  Missis¬ 
sippi.  He  married  Eliza  Foreman. 

1.  Catherine  Priscilla  Smith — born  1832,  died  1902. 
at  Natchez.  In  1850  she  married  Charles  R.  Byrnes. 
He  died  in  1898.  They  lived  at  Belvidere  Plantation 
at  Insmore.  She  was  a  writer,  and  wrote  several 
articles  for  journals. 

a.  Charles  R.  Byrnes — born  1851,  died  1920;  mar¬ 
ried  Helen  Metcalfe  in  1881. 

(Chart  given  above  under  Helen  Metcalfe) 

b.  Lissa  Byrnes — born  1853,  married  Charles 
Regan,  1872. 

(1)  Cornelia  Regan — married  (1)  Charles 
Drexler,  Rocky  Springs,  Miss.,  (2)  Mr. 
Clark.  They  live  in  Rocky  Springs. 

(a)  Charles  Drexler,  Jr. 

(2)  Ralston  Regan — dentist,  lives  at  Mobile. 

(3)  Walter  Regan — died. 

(4)  Nellie  Regan — married  Will  McKay  of 
Rocky  Springs. 

(5)  Lissa  Regan — died  - ,  married  Mr. 

Rush.  They  had  several  children. 

c.  Dr.  Benijah  Smith  Byrnes — born  1854,  married 
Willie  V.  Smith  in  1886.  As  a  child,  Benijah 
Smith  Byrnes  lived  at  Belvidere.  One  day  when 
he  was  a  young  man,  a  travelling  dentist  came 
to  his  mother’s  house  to  practice  his  profession 
of  dentistry  upon  some  of  the  family.  The  den¬ 
tist  was  dressed  in  a  fine  suit  of  clothes,  and 
looked  prosperous  to  young  Benijah,  who  was 
dressed  in  the  work  clothes  he  wore  on  his  fa¬ 
ther’s  plantation.  He  decided  at  once  he  didn’t 
care  to  be  a  farmer  so  he  asked  where  he  could 
study  dentistry.  The  dentist  replied  that  if 
Benijah  would  come  and  build  him  an  office 
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in  Port  Gibson,  he  would  take  Beni j  ah  as  an 
apprentice,  teaching  him  how  to  take  care  of 
teeth.  But  Benijah  was  not  satisfied  with  such 
a  makeshift  education.  He  chose  to  go  to  Lou¬ 
isville  to  study  in  a  real  college  of  dentistry, 
where  he  graduated  in  eleven  months  time. 
Then  he  settled  in  Port  Gibson  and  did  so  well, 
he  moved  to  Vicksburg,  and  finally  to  Memphis, 
where  he  practiced  his  profession  successfully 
for  many  years.  He  was  a  pioneer  in  that 
branch  of  dentistry  known  as  orthodentistry, 
or  the  practice  of  straightening  the  teeth.  At 
the  National  Dental  Convention  in  New  Or¬ 
leans  at  the  Cotton  Exposition  in  1883,  he  read 
a  paper  on  the  subject,  which  attracted  the  at¬ 
tention  of  dentists  far  and  wide — one  request 
for  the  data  in  the  paper  coming  from  Madrid, 
Spain.  His  method  of  treatment  in  straighten¬ 
ing  teeth  was  quoted  in  the  text  books  of  his 
day.  He  and  his  wife  still  live  in  Memphis, 
surrounded  by  their  children  and  grandchil¬ 
dren,  who  also  live  in  Memphis.  He  is  a  kind¬ 
ly,  white  haired  dear  old  gentleman  of  the  old 
Southern  type,  with  whom  any  one  of  his  Smith 
relatives  would  enjoy  visiting,  and  gathering 
from  him  many  facts  about  the  close  of  the 
last  century. 

Children : 

(1)  Helen  Byrnes — married  George  T.  Acree. 

(a)  George  T.  Acree,  Jr. 

(b)  William  Byrnes  Acree 

(c)  Helen  Gray  Acree 

(d)  Marberry  Ben  Acree 

(e)  Elizabeth  Ann  Acree 

(2)  Willie  V.  Byrnes — married  William  B. 

Doan 

(a)  Lucille  Denman  Doan 

(b)  Julia  M.  Doan 

(c)  Billie  Banks  Doan 

(3)  Julia  Catherine  Byrnes — married  Emmett 

Reed 

(4)  Martha  Macon  Byrnes,  Recreation  Direc¬ 
tor  in  Memphis. 

d.  Walter  S.  Byrnes — born  1855,  died  young. 
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fc.  Emily  Augusta  Byrnes — born  1856,  died  - *. 

f.  Percy  Byrnes — born  1871,  died  1934,  married 
Eliza  Berry  Jeffries  in  1891.  He  died.  She 
lives  at  Estille,  Miss. 

(1)  Rebecca  Byrnes — died  young. 

(2)  Catherine  Byrnes — married  Will  Regan 

(a)  William  Regan 

(b)  Charles  Regan 

(c)  Sara  Regan 

(3)  Nellie  Byrnes — married  George  Russum. 
They  live  in  the  Delta. 

(4)  Percy  Byrnes,  Jr. — married  Annie  Sue 
Jarrett.  He  died  in  1937. 

(a)  Percy  Byrnes,  III. 

(5)  Shelby  Byrnes — married  Margaret  Parker 
(a)  Hartwell  Byrnes 

(6)  Priscilla  Byrnes — married  Sid  Regan 
(a)  Berry  Regan 

(7)  Bennie  Byrnes — married  Marie  Jeter. 

g.  Martha  Kate  Byrnes — born  1860,  died  young. 

h.  Laura  Augusta  Byrnes — born  1862,  died  1862. 

i.  Etoile  Kate  Byrnes — born  1864,  died  young. 

j.  Robert  Lee  Byrnes — born  1865,  married  Helen 
Ferriday  in  1889.  Both  dead.  Children  live 
in  Natchez. 

(1)  Ferriday  Byrnes — married  Roan  Fleming. 
In  1937  was  made  Chairman  by  Governor 
White  of  Mississippi  of  the  Commission 
on  the  restoration  of  the  Natchez  Trace 
between  Natchez  and  Nashville. 

(2)  Annie  Byrnes — married  Lawrence  Mur¬ 
phy — lived  in  Greenville,  Miss. 

(a)  Lawrence  Murphy — lives  in  Green¬ 
ville. 

(3)  Helen  Byrnes — married  Hyde  Jenkins. 
Lives  in  Natchez. 

(a)  Helen  Louise  Jenkins,  married  Rob¬ 
ert  Kuehnle. 

(b)  Annie  Ferriday  Jenkins,  married 
Walter  Coleman. 

(c)  Hyde  Jenkins,  Jr.,  married  Betty 
McGehee. 

(d)  Kate  Denver  Jenkins,  married  Wil¬ 
liam  Slatter. 
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(e)  Gail  Jenkins. 

(4)  Robert  Lee  Byrnes — died  young. 

(5)  Hyde  Byrnes — died  young. 

k.  Undine  Florence  Byrnes — born  1867,  married 
Dr.  James  McCaleb  in  1900.  They  live  at  Ins- 
more  near  Rocky  Springs,  Miss. 

(1)  William  McCaleb,  unmarried. 

(2)  Katherine  McCaleb,  unmarried,  lives  in 
Memphis. 

l.  Claud  Remsen  Byrnes,  born  1869,  died  young. 

m.  Augustus  McCalip  Byrnes,  born  1871,  married 
1900  Katie  Benntt  Ogden  of  Retirement  Plan¬ 
tation. 

•■(1)  Augustus  McCalip  Byrnes,  married. 

(a)  Acgustus  McCalip  Byrnes,  Jr.,  mar¬ 
ried  twice. 

(b)  Lucien  Ogden  Byrnes.  Lives  near 
Carlysle,  Miss. 

(c)  Burton  Byrnes 

(d)  Charles  Byrnes. 

n.  Burton  Osmond  Byrnes,  born  1873,  died  young. 

2.  Joseph  Smith,  born  1831,  died  young,  son  of  Beni- 
jah  0.  Smith. 

3.  Stephen  Foreman  Smith,  born  1829,  married  1854, 
Alice  Leake. 

a.  Alice  Leake  Smith,  married  Will  Green  (brother 
of  Payne  Green  of  Church  Hill,  Miss.)  She  lives 
in  Greenville,  Miss. 

(1)  Leila  Green,  married  Grant  Alexander. 
(Inherited  Gayosa  Plantation  of  Uncle 
Payne  Green). 

(a)  Alice  Alexander,  married 
1  Child 

4.  Helen  Augusta  Smith,  born  1834,  died  1893,  mar¬ 
ried  Thomas  Jefferson  Aby  of  Staunton,  Virginia, 
in  1855. 

a.  Eliza  Kate  Aby,  married  Capt.  Put  Darden  of 
Fayette,  Miss. 

(1)  Helen  Aby  Darden,  1911,  drowned  when 
young  lady. 

(2)  Tom  Aby  Darden,  married  Margaret  Fra¬ 
zier  of  Natchez.  He  lives  in  Jackson,  Miss, 
(a)  Frank  Rea  Darden,  married  W.  H. 

Taylor  of  Jackson,  Miss. 
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(b)  Marguerite  Frazier  Darden,  lives  in 
Jackson,  Miss. 

(3)  Charles  Put  Darden,  married  Nora 
Rhodes.  They  live  in  Baton  Rouge,  La. 

b.  Charles  William  Aby,  married  Sara  Cutler  of 
California.  He  died.  She  lives  in  California. 

(1)  Dr.  Charles  William  Aby,  unmar¬ 
ried.  Lives  in  California. 

(2)  Helen  Dorothy  Aby,  married. 

(3)  Robert  Aby,  unmarried. 

c.  Helen  Alice  Aby,  married  L.  D.  Sugg.  Both  are 
dead. 

(1)  Aby  Duncan  Sugg,  lives  in  Chattanooga, 
married  Aline  McCough  of  Clarksdale, 
Miss. 

Helen  Alice  Sugg,  lives  in  Chattanooga, 
Tenn. 

(2)  Leila  Sugg,  married  George  Cromwell, 
lives  in  Clarksdale,  Miss. 

(a)  Lucius  Cromwell. 

(3)  L.  D.  Sugg,  Jr.,  married  Margaret  Saun¬ 
ders,  lives  in  Texas. 

(a)  L.  D.  Sugg,  III. 

(b)  Leila  Jean  Sugg 

(4)  Harry  Sugg,  unmarried.  Lives  in  Cali¬ 
fornia,  official  of  Ford  Company. 

(5)  Vivian  Gayer  Sugg,  married  Dr.  C. 
Marshall  Chilton.  Live  near  Memphis.  He 
has  office  there. 

(a)  Vivian  Flay  Chilton,  lives  in  Mem¬ 
phis,  Tenn. 

(6)  George  Meyer  Sugg,  married  Mary  Car- 
ruthers  of  Clarksdale,  Miss. 

(a)  Evelyn  Carruthers  Sugg,  born  1926. 

(b)  Mary  Leila  Sugg. 

(c)  Dorothy  Ruth  Sugg. 

d.  Augusta  Foreman  Aby  married  Ralph  Gilkey. 
Both  are  dead. 

e.  Stephen  Foreman  Aby,  died  1935.  Married 
Maggie  May  Darben.  Lives  near  Baton  Rouge, 
La. 

(1)  Kathleen  Aby,  married  Huglon  Ware. 
Live  near  Hammond,  La. 
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(a)  Rea  Catherine  Ware. 

(b)  Huglon  Ware,  Jr. 

(3)  Carrol  D.  Aby,  married  Esther  Lee 

(4)  Eugene  French  Aby,  married  Bernice 
- .  Lives  in  Vicksburg. 

(a)  One  daughter — Betty  Jean  Aby. 

(5)  Louis  Martin  Aby,  unmarried,  lives  at 
Hermanville,  Miss. 

(6)  Philip  B.  Aby,  unmarried,  lives  at  Baton 
Rouge,  La. 

(7)  Hattie  Rea  Aby,  married  Ruffian  Beale. 
They  live  in  New  Orleans,  La. 

f.  Leila  Hulett  Aby,  married  1884  Eugene  Brew- 
. ,  ster  French  of  Claiborne  County,  Miss.  She 

died  1944. 

(1)  Eugene  Brewster  French,  M.  D.,  born 
1885,  died  1930.  Married  Elmira  Pardee. 

(a)  Eugene  Brewster  French,  born  1914, 
unmarried.  Lives  in  Natchez,  Miss. 

(b)  Robert  Pardee  French,  born  1915. 
Married  Lucy  WTeems.  Lives  in  New 
Orleans,  La. 

(2)  Leila  Augusta  French,  married  R.  H.  Kil¬ 
patrick,  lives  in  Pass  Christian,  Miss. 

(3)  Katie  Ruth  French,  graduated  M.S.C.W., 
married  S.  B.  McNair,  Brookhaven,  Miss. 

(a)  S.  Bertram  McNair,  married  Eng¬ 
lish  girl,  Marjorie  Doe  of  Surrey, 
England,  1945.  Live  in  New  Or¬ 
leans,  La. 

Children: 

(1)  Stephen  French  McNair,  born 
Nov.  3,  1947. 

(2)  Ann  Barton  McNair,  born  Nov. 
16,  1948. 

(b)  Emalie  French  McNair,  graduate 
M.S.C.W.,  married  Dr.  James  Jack 
LaNasa. 

Children : 

(1)  James  Jack  LaNasa,  Jr.,  born 
Oct.  25,  1942. 

(2)  Jean  French  LaNasa,  born 
Sept.  19,  1948. 

g.  Ruth  Thomas  Aby,  married  R.  W\  Gilkie, 
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VIII.  Matilda  A.  Smith,  daughter  of)  Calvin  Smith,  born  1809, 
died  1872,  married  1833,  Henry  Lisle  Bennett. 

1.  Henry  L.  Bennett,  born  1848,  died  1876,  married 
1869,  Annis  F.  Enders. 

a  Matilda  Annis  Bennett,  born  1870,  married  Alex 
Walton,  born  at  “Retirement”. 

(1)  Two  daughters — living  in  Texas. 

IX.  Louisa  Mary  Smith,  born  1811,  died  1877,  married  1839, 
Edwin  A.  Bennett. 

1.  Katherine  Bennett,  born  1848,  died  unmarried. 

2.  Edwin  R.  Bennett,  born  1844,  died  1863,  in  Con 
federate  Army. 

3.  Henry  Lisle  Bennett,  born  1845,  died  1863  in  Con¬ 
federate  Aimy. 

4.  Mary  Louise  Bennett,  born  1874,  died  1882,  married 
1868,  J.  N.  Ogden. 

a.  James  Nicholson  Ogden,  born  1869,  died  1879. 

b.  Louise  Bennett  Ogden,  born  1870.  Lives  at  Re¬ 
tirement  Plantation  near  Natchez,  Miss. 

c.  Francis  Nicholson  Ogden,  born  1872,  married 

d.  Edwin  Bennett  Ogden,  born  1874 — married. 

e.  Henry  Calvin  Ogden,  b.  1876. 

f.  Katherine  Bennett  Ogden,  born  1879,  married 
Augustus  McCaleb  Byrnes. 

(1)  Augustus  McCaleb  Byrnes,  Jr.,  married 
twice. 

(2)  Lucien  Ogden  Byrnes,  unmarried.  Lives 
at  Carlysle,  Miss. 

(3)  Burton  Byrnes,  unmarried,  lives  at  Car¬ 
lysle,  Miss. 

(4)  Charles  Byrnes,  unmarried,  lives  at  Car¬ 
lysle,  Miss. 

g.  James  Nicholson  Ogden  (Jamie),  born  1879, 
lives  near  Natchez,  Miss. 

h.  Lucien  Byrnes  Ogden,  born  1881,  married. 

(1)  James  Ogden,  married. 

(2)  Louise  Ogden,  married,  lives  in  Jackson, 
Miss. 

(3)  Claggett  Ogden,  lives  in  Port  Gibson  with 

his  mother. 

X.  Caroline  C.  Smith,  born  1814,  died  1815. 
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XI.  Emily  A.  Smith,  born  1817,  died  - ,  married  1836, 

Joseph  Ferriday. 

1.  William  Ferriday,  born  - ,  married  Betty  Hunt. 

XII.  Robert  Lawler  Smith,  born  1819,  died - ,  married 

Eliza  Sue  -  of  Paris,  France. 
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CHAPTER  XV 

Luther  Smith  Family:  Record  and  Genealogy 

Luther  L.  Smith  (6),  Rev.  Jedediah  (5),  Ebenezer  (4), 
Ebenezer  (3),  Samuel  (2),  Rev.  Henry  (1). 

The  ninth  son  of  the  Rev.  Jedediah  was  born  1770,  and 
died  December,  1833.  He  was  six  years  old  when  he  came  to 
live  in  the  Mississippi  Territory. 

Only  a  few  facts  of  his  personal  history  are  known.  He 
was  married  twice,  first  to  Martha  Elizabeth  Baker  of  Nat¬ 
chez.  There  were  no  children  by  this  first  marriage,  for  his 
wife  died  ealry  in  their  wedded  life.  He  married  again  in 

1816.  His  second  wife  was  Anna  Eliza  Davis,  eldest  sister  of 
Jefferson  Davis,  the  President  of  the  Confederacy.  She  lived 
to  a  good  old  age  and  died  in  1870.  She  was  a  woman  of  un¬ 
usual  beauty  and  strength  of  character,  wise  judgment  and 
courage.  Before  her  marriage  in  1816,  she  had  much  to  do 
with  rearing  her  younger  brother,  Dr.  Ben  Davis,  who  later 
married  Aurelia  Smith,  niece  of  Luther  Smith.  Luther  owned 
property  in  Natchez,  Adams  County  and  Jefferson  County, 
as  well  as  land  in  West  Feliciana,  Louisiana. 

There  were  six  children  born  into  the  Luther  and  Anna 
Davis  Smith  family.  They  were  Joseph  Davis  Smith,  born 

1817,  who  became  a  physician,  Luther  L.  Smith,  born  1818, 
Gordon  Smith,  born  1820,  Lucinda  Smith,  born  1822,  Jede¬ 
diah  Smith,  born  1824,  who  went  to  Virginia  to  find  his 
bride;  Anna  Amanda  Smith,  born  1826,  who  married  her 
cousin,  Philander  C.  Smith.  Of  these  six,  four  sons  and  two 
daughters,  only  Dr.  Joseph  Davis  and  Anna  Amanda  left  a 
line  to  carry  on  their  names.  Dr.  Joseph  Smith  had  a  large 
family  of  eleven  children.  These  descendants,  with  those  of 
Anna*  Amanda,  represent  extensive  branches  of  the  Smith 
family  living  now  in  the  states  of  Louisiana  and  Mississippi. 

All  of  the  elder  sons  who  came  with  the  Rev.  Jedediah, 
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had  settled  and  reared  their  families  near  the  old  Smith  home 
in  Adams  County,  adjacent  to  Natchez.  But  the  two  younger 
sons,  Luther  and  Courtland,  chose  to  emigrate  southward, 
when  the  time  came  for  them  to  build  their  homes.  They 
were  incited  to  move  into  the  new  Feliciana  section  south  of 
the  Mississippi  boundary,  which  had  about  that  time  been 
acquired  by  the  United  States  Government,  and  had  been 
opened  up  for  settlement.  By  1810  it  seemed  to  young  men 
looking  for  land,  that  the  Natchez  region  was  crowded,  and 
all  land  grants  taken  up,  for  there  were  over  thirty  thousand 
persons  living  in  that  section,  more  than  four  times  the  num¬ 
ber  in  1,800.  Natchez  had  become  the  commercial,  as  well  as 
the  political  and  social  center  of  the  southwest  by  the  close 
of  the  18th  century.  Thus  it  was  that  the  two  younger  Smith 
brothers  sought  their  homes  in  the  rich  virgin  land  of  Lou¬ 
isiana,  across  the  Homochitto  river  in  West  Feliciana. 

It  must  have  been  some  time  before  1816  that  Luther 
Smith  made  the  journey  south  through  Wilkinson  County  to 
Woodville.  It  was  not  easy  to  travel  along  a  road  that  was 
originally  an  old  Indian  trail,  winding,  narrow  and  sinuous 
along  the  back  of  a  ridge,  with  deep  gulleys  sometimes  yawn¬ 
ing  on  either  side ;  again  crossing'  streams  and  boggy  swamps, 
emerging  again  into  dense  woods.  There  the  branches  of  the 
trees  grew  so  low,  the  moss  hung  down  so  thick,  that  the 
riders,  for  their  protection,  carried  hatchets  and  axes  to  cut 
away  the  obstacles  to  their  progress.  Thus  the  Indian  trail 
the  Smith  brothers  travelled  on  horseback  became  later  a 
wagon  road,  widened  to  accomodate  wagons  of  settlers  com¬ 
ing  south. 

Luther  Smith  moved  into  Louisiana  with  his  wife,  his 
staves,  his  household  goods  and  cattle,  to  the  place  in  West 
Feliciana  Parish  which  he  had  secured  as  a  Spanish  land 
grant,  and  where  he  built  his  residence.  The  plantation  was 
called  Locust  Grove,  and  remained  the  family  homestead  for 
many  years. 

It  was  here,  in  an  acre  plot  of  ground  that  the  family 
cemetery  known  as  Locust  Grove  Cemetery  was  located.  Be¬ 
cause  of  persons  of  historic  interest  who  have  been  buried 
there  in  after  years  it  has  been  taken  over  by  the  Louisiana 
State  Parks  Commission  to  be  preserved,  and  was  dedicated  in 
August,  1937  as  a  monument  to  the  first  family  of  the  Con¬ 
federacy.  Only  the  birds  come  to  sing  to  them  who  sleep 
there,  and  nature  has  wound  vines  about  their  tombstones. 
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feut  now  the  state  has  made  the  secluded  spot  accessible  to 
visitors  by  the  building  of  a  good  road  from  St.  Francisville, 
leading  to  the  cemetery,  and  landscaping  with  flowers  and 
shrubs  has  made  the  spot  beautiful. 

In  this  cemetery  is  found  the  grave  of  General  Eleazor 
Wheelock  Ripley,  U.  S.  A.,  a  hero  of  the  War  of  1812,  who 
distinguished  himself  at  the  Battle  of  Lundy’s  Lane.  He 
married  Aurelia  Smith,  a  niece  of  Luther  Smith,  and  prob¬ 
ably  died  while  visiting  with  her  at  Locust  Grove.  Here  also 
is  buried  Aurelia’s  first  husband,  Dr.  Ben  Davis,  brother  of 
President  Jefferson  Davis,  and  their  sister,  Anna  Eliza  Davis 
Smith,  wife  of  Luther  Smith,  master  of  Locust  Grove.  Here 
too  is  found  another  tomb  of  historic  interest.  On  a  simple 
slab,  covering  an  inclosed  low  vault  are  inscribed  the  words — 
“Sarah  Knox  Davis,  wife  of  Jefferson  Davis,  died  15th,  Sept., 
1835 — Aged — 21  years.”  This  is  the  grave  of  Sarah  Knox 
Taylor,  daughter  of  General  Zachary  Taylor,  President  of 
the  United  States,  who  married  Jefferson  Davis,  when  he 
was  a  young  lieutenant  from  West  Point  in  the  United  States 
Army.  Not  long  after  their  marriage,  they  were  visiting  at 
Locust  Grove  wrhen  she  was  stricken  with  malarial  fever  and 
died,  and  was  buried  there. 

The  oldest  member  of  this  family,  Miss  Nan  Davis  Smith, 
in  her  memoirs  said: 

“Fortunately,  ‘God’s  Acre’  wfas  reserved,  where  after 
life’s  fitful  fever,  so  many  loved  ones  rest.  To  keep  their 
memory  green,  to  beautify  and  guard  this  sacred  spot  from 
destruction  has  long  been  a  labor  of  love  to  the  granddaugh¬ 
ter  of  Luther  L.  Smith,  his  oldest  surviving  descendant.” 

Signed:  Nannie  Davis  Smith, 

A.  D.,  1921” 

Thus  was  this  branch  of  the  Smith  family  connected 
with  important  persons  of  that  day  who  came  to  visit  Luther 
Smith  and  his  wife,  Ann  Eliza  Davis. 


FAMILY  IX — Luther  Smith — born  1770,  died  Dec.  24, 
1833,  and  Anna  Eliza  Davis,  married  181G,  died  Jan.  13,  1870. 

I.  Dr.  Joseph  Davis  Smith,  born  1817  at  Locust  Grove, 
died  Jan.  13,  1876,  lived  at  “Solitude  Plantation”  ad¬ 
joining  Locust  Grove,  married  1839,  Mary  Coralie  Gui- 
bert.  She  was  born  1822,  died  1863,  giving  birth  to 
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The  Guibert  family  was  a  prominent  French  family 
of  Louisiana,  one  of  whose  sons  was  the  second  gover¬ 
nor  of  the  state.  A  large  painting  hangs  in  the  home 
of  one  of  her  descendants,  which  portrays  the  little  two 
year  old  maiden,  Mary  Coralie  Guibert,  held  in  the 
arms  of  her  aunt,  who  adopted  her  as  a  baby.  That 
little  girl  became  the  mother  of  a  large  branch  of  the 
Luther  Smith  and  Davis  family. 

..  1.  Mary  Coralie  Smith,  born  1840,  died  Sept.  1st,  1867, 
of  yellow  fever,  married  1859  Major  Richard  James 
Nugent  of  New  Orleans,  La.,  Major  in  the  Con¬ 
federate  Army. 

a.  Anna  Catherine  Nugent,  born  I860,  died  1895; 
married  Samuel  Thomas  Rhodes,  died  1937 — 
76  years. 

(1)  Samuel  Bertram  Rhodes,  born  1886,  died 
1936;  married  1911  Annie  Pillow  Brown 
in  Virginia,  at  Salem. 

(a)  Annie  Pillow  Rhodes  (born  Feb.  4, 
1913,  at  Salem,  Va.) 

(b)  Eloise  Rhodes,  born  March  16,  1915, 
at  Roanoke,  Va. 

(2)  Coralie  Nugent  Rhodes  (born  at  Oak 
Park,  Ill.,  Dec.  29,  1887,  died  at  Auburn, 
Ill.,  1888.) 

(3)  Katharine  Nugent  Rhodes  (born  on  Rev¬ 
eille  Plantation,  Bolivar  County,  Miss., 
Married  Stanley  Rice  GcGhee  of  Bedford, 
Va.,  Oct.  4,  1919,  at  Roanoke,  Va.  Be¬ 
came  a  widow  March  1,  1927.  Now  living 
at  Blacksburg,  Va.  She  has  no  children. 

(4)  Ima  Rhodes  born  at  Lobdell,  Miss.,  Dec. 
8,  1890;  died  at  Lobdell,  Miss.,  June  19, 
1891. 

b.  Richard  James  Nugent  II,  (born  Sept.  22,  1862, 
died  Sept.  29,  1922)  married  Lillian  Warfield, 
Dec.  17,  1890. 

(1)  Richard  James  Nugent  III  (born  Sept.  26, 
1893,  died  Sept.  29,  1922)  Married  Mary 
Emma  Miller,  Sept.  24,  1920.  World  War 
I  Private  First  Class,  Company  K,  151st 
Inf.,  1918,  AEF,  England,  France,  Metz 
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Sector,  Honorable  Discharge  1919. 

(2)  Harry  Warfield  Nugent  (born  Dec.  18, 
1898)  Married  Carolyn  Wensel  Carson, 
Nov.  27,  1920,  Graduate  of  Miss.  State 
College,  at  age  of  19.  Now  Engineer  and 
Contractor.  Member  of  firm  of  Wilbanks 
&  Pierce,  Inc. 

Coralie  Guibert  Nugent,  born  1867  in  New  Or¬ 
leans.  Married  John  Venable  Lobdell  June  1, 
1887,  at  Leesland  Plantation.  He  was  a  plant¬ 
er  of  Leesland  Plantation  on  Lake  Vermillion, 
Bolivar  County,  Mississippi. 

(1)  Richard  Nugent'  Lobdell,  born  1888,  (Mar¬ 
ried  Mary  Gladys  Hoke,  May  21,  1929) 
By  profession,  an  entomologist,  a  grad¬ 
uate  of  Miss.  State  College.  He  also  took 
a  post  graduate  course  in  science  at  Cor¬ 
nell  University,  Ithaca,  N.  Y.  He  volun¬ 
teered  for  service  and  was  assigned  to 
the  Sanitary  Corps  with  rank  of  sergeant, 
and  put  in  charge  of  the  fly  eradication 
work  at  Camp  Pike,  Ark.  This  camp  was 
said  to  be  the  healthiest  in  the  South. 

(2)  Coralie  Guibert  Lobdell,  born  1889,  Mar¬ 
ried  Dr.  Llewellyn  Jackson  Coppedge 
March  26,  1912.  Dr.  L.  J.  Coppedge,  with 
his  wife,  nee  Coralie  Lobdell,  travelled 
from  the  Belgian  Congo  to  Rosedale, 
Miss.,  a  distance  of  about  15,000  miles  to 
tender  his  services  to  the  U.S.A.  He  was 
stationed  at  Luebo  on  the  Kassai  River, 
where  he  was  a  medical  Missionary  for 
the  Presbyterian  Church.  He  arranged 
with  the  Mission  Board  for  a  leave  of  ab¬ 
sence  from  his  Congo  post  in  order  to  en¬ 
ter  World  WTar  I.  After  the  war  he  was 
sent  to  Morelia,  Mexico,  where  he  is  now 
in  charge  of  a  Presbyterian  Hospital.  He 
was  a  first  Lieutenant  in  the  Medical 
Corps. 

Children : 

(a)  Llwellyn  G.  Coppedge. 

(b)  Coralie  Beauvais  Coppedge,  born 
1913. 


[121] 


.6161  Q's.t&doalC  aldaionoH  ,iol9!>3 

. 

.nosiaD  i*>anaW  nv.  >xa'J  bamaM  (8081 
ala!3  .aa iM  lo  air  aiD  ,0261  ,T2  ,vo 
bn «  laoaisnS  wo'/  .6:  lo  &*&*  la  ,9^aIIoO 
adnadiiV/  lo  mill  jo  i  ntfrtidM  .'iodoauaoO 

•iO  waW  ni  rj)8  a  rod  ^nsiu'/I  Ji^diuO  ailaioD  3 
,1  enuC  HabdoJ  aid  a  ns;  Y  nriol  bainaM  .Bfiaol 
-  nalq  a  saw  aH  .ootlaliran  bnnlaaaJ  la  -ii 
.noilliiinaV  93iaJ  uo  noil  inai$  baalaasJ  lo  ia 

.iqqieaieuM  ,xlnooO  lavHt-H 

>ol  oab;  all  .asa  ioO  alal8  .88 iM  io  alau 
-ioO  la  93119138  ni  dfctuoj  jlaubxns  laoq  a 
nxrfov  sH  .Y  M  taaarfll  ,\;liai9vinU  Iha 
ol  borqgieefi  ,4W  boa  »'j  n^i  lot  b<m* j 

noilaoibais  vii  erfl  ;■•■>  ni  iaq  bna 

•aw  qi.i  d  eirfT  .jHA  .9:  :H  qxm.  J  ;  a  jiiow 
rfluof*  9ril  ni  l^t  ♦irfllarf  rf.r  ad  ot  hi 

oTibaqqoO  noaioal  nvll  waU  .*x(I  boh 

riliw  ^baqqoO  .1  ..  .vtl  .16  yis' ". 
beliavsTl  ,  judc  J  orb rroO  aoa  ,alxw  aid 
.sfiibo  H  ol  c%a  na.;>  (  erf;  tfioit 

ol  r  >i  rr  000,3  Ijjgc  o  ,v  u  f-lh  a  v  tc\ M 
aaw  aH  .A.3.1J  orft  ol  r,r> i  "i  >8  aid  xar  iei 
,19V..  I  aafiji  II  ro  odenJ  l  ban  ul*j 

io!  vr  ioU  A  la'  b  I  t  -.nv/  arf  3*>  jrfw 
ba 7,nana  *H  .rfoiun  >  nahal ,  ail 
-drf  lo  ovr.ai  a  to!  wM  n<  I!  arfl  .Lhw 
-na  ol  lohio  n?  3  o$xxoD  8  ri  fnoi'l  »nae 
aaw  9rf  law  9rfl  ial!A  .1  taW  bhoV/  lal 
won  ei  art  siarfw  ,ooc /uli  ./ul  ifi  ol  Jn9e 

l.jibaM  axil  ni  In  lalt  rJ.  }  ill  *  aaw 

.93b*f  !*<>'>  0  (Till  v/M 
xrrob  .o^beqqo  >  -um/Ka<I  aibnoO  (d) 

c  mi 


(c)  Richard  Lobdell  Coppedge,  born 

1922. 

(d)  Mildred  Elizabeth  Guibert  Cop¬ 
pedge,  born  1924. 

(e)  Walter  Raleigh  Coppedge,  born  1930. 

(3)  John  Venable  Lobdell  III,  born  1892,  Rose- 
dale,  Miss.,  graduated  from  Miss.  State 
College  in  1911  with  degree  of  B.S.  Sub¬ 
sequently  he  took  the  Electrical  Engineer¬ 
ing  course  from  July  1912  to  1914,  with 
General  Electric  Company  at  Schenectady, 
N.  Y.,  and  Pittsfield,  Mass.  He  volun¬ 
teered  for  service  in  World  War  I,  and 
passed  a  creditable  examination  for  Mas¬ 
ter  Signal  Electrician.  He  was  in  Com¬ 
pany  503,  Aero  Squadron.  After  his  dis¬ 
charge  from  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  he  went  to 
New  York  City,  where  he  became  a  Scenic 
Artist,  and  now  has  his  own  Studio  at 
Rosedal,  Miss.  He  Married  Annie  Stew¬ 
art,  Jan.  19,  1921. 

Children: 

(1)  John  Stewart  Lobdell,  born  1922. 

(b)  Seth  Lewis  Lobdell,  born  1923. 

(c)  Marianne  Lobdell,  born  1929. 

(4)  Florence  Elizabeth  Lobdell,  born  1894, 
died  1894. 

(5)  Lilian  Lobdell,  born  1895.  Married  Eu¬ 
gene  Rodman  Nobles,  M.  D.,  Jan.  2,  1923. 
He  also  served  in  World  War  I,  but  at 
that  time  he  was  not  married. 

(a)  Malinda  Lobdell  Nobles,  born  1925. 

(b)  Eugene  Rodman  Nobles,  Jr.,  born 
1929. 

(6)  Mildred  Lee  Lobdell,  born  1898.  Married 
James  Edgar  Poague,  planter,  of  Deeson, 
Miss. 

(a)  Margaret  Marshall  Poague,  born 
1933. 

(7)  Ann  Nugent  Lobdell,  graduate  of  Miss. 
State  College  for  Women. 

(8)  Ethel  Elizabeth  Lobdell.  Graduate  of 
Miss.  State  College  for  Women.  Master’s 
Degree  from  L.S.U. 

(9)  Hugh  Lewis  Lobdell.  Practices  law  in 
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Charlotte,  N.  C. ;  Gradate  of  Miss.  State 
College.  Law  Degree  from  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  North  Carolina,  Chapel  Hill,  N.  C. 
Successful  Lawyer. 

2.  Anna  Davis  Smith  (“Cousin  Nannie”),  born  1841, 

died  unmarried  August  8,  1938,  at  the  home  of  her 
niece,  Mrs.  Maud  Stirling  Percy  of  Baton  Rouge, 
La.  “The  passing  recently  of  this  “Little  Lady  of 
the  Confederacy”  at  the  age  of  96  removes  from 
our  midst  the  only  living  descendant  in  the  third 
generation  after  Rev.  Jedediah  Smith.  On  Sept. 
6th  of  this  year,  1938,  she  would  have  been  97 
years  old.” 

Anna  Davis  Smith,  or  “Go’muddie”  (for  God 
Mother),  as  she  was  called  by  her  host  of  devoted 
nieces,  nephews,  grand  nieces  and  grand  nephews, 
was  herself  the  oldest  living  relative  of  President 
Jefferson  Davis.  She  was  a  great  favorite  with 
him,  and  she  served  as  his  secretary  when  he  was 
writing  at  Beauvoir.  She  spent  much  of  her  time 
there  as  his  companion.  She  was  the  only  blood 
relative  at  the  bedside  of  Jefferson  Davis  when  he 
died.  She  stayed  close  beside  his  wife,  her  “Aunt 
Varina”,  after  his  death,  and  was  a  comfort  and  so¬ 
lace  to  her  during  the  hard  years  which  followed 
the  fall  of  the  Confederacy. 

She  was  a  writer  herself,  contributing  articles 
frequently  to  the  journals  of  the  Confederate  vet¬ 
erans,  and  of  the  United  Daughters  of  the  Con¬ 
federacy,  of  which  she  was  honorary  President  of 
the  Louisiana  chapter.  Her  reminiscences,  written 
at  different  times,  give  us  a  first  hand  picture  of 
life  during  the  days  of  the  Confederacy,  and  cover 
a  span  of  eight  decades,  from  the  time  of  her  girl¬ 
hood  at  Locust  Grove,  down  to  the  time  that  her 
eyes  began  to  fail  and  she  could  not  see  well  to 
write. 

She  is  buried  at  Locust  Grove  Cemetery, 
“God’s  Acre”,  as  she  called  it,  where  many  of  her 
Davis  and  Smith  relatives  are'  laid  to  rest. 

3.  William  Boyle  Smith,  born  1854,  died  1919,  edu¬ 
cated  in  Switzerland,  married  1873,  Mary  Ernes¬ 
tine  Giraud.  She  died.  Daughters  live  in  Baton 
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Rouge, 

a. 

b. 


La. 

Leise  Smith,  not  married. 

Isabella  Guibert  Smith,  born  1876, 
1896  Samuel  S.  Brand. 


married 


(1)  Donna  Ernestine  Brand,  born  1899,  mar¬ 
ried  John  Wolf. 

(a)  John  W.  Wolf,  Jr. 

(2)  Felix  S.  Brand,  born  1897,  married  Volida 
Herbert. 

(a)  Coralie  Brand. 

(b)  Felix  Smith  Brand. 

(3)  Woodie  Nicholas  Brand,  born  1900,  mar¬ 
ried  Addie  Bourgeois. 

(a)  Woodie  Nicholas  Brand,  Jr. 
c.  Kemp  Catlett  Smith,  born  1874,  married  1897 
Laura  B.  Brand. 


(1)  Roy  Fitzhampton  Smith,  born  1898,  mar¬ 
ried  Gladys  Robichaux. 

(a)  Shirley  Mae  Smith. 

(b)  Ruth  Marie  Smith. 

(c)  Doris  Elaine  Smith. 

(2)  Frederich  Gordon  Smith,  born  1899,  mar¬ 
ried  Ruth - . 

(3)  Glovina  Ethel  Smith,  born  1900,  unmar¬ 
ried. 

(4)  Ernestine  Marie  Smith,  married,  (1)  Carl 
Landry;  (2)  Roy  Hayes. 

(a)  Betsy  Dira  Hayes. 

(5)  Kemp  Catlett  Smith  II,  married  Dorris 
Barrios. 

(a)  James  Edward  Smith, 
d.  Vardeman  Ernest  Smith,  born  1880.  Civil  En¬ 
gineer.  Married  Florence  Isabelle  O’Neill. 

(1)  Varina  Davis  Smith,  married  Dalton  Reid. 

(2)  Isabell  Florence  Smith,  married  Leon 
Myers. 

(a)  Jackie  Lee  Myers. 

(b)  Vardeman  E.  Myers 

(c)  Carol  Gay  Myers. 

(d)  Phil  Myers. 

(e)  Phyllis  Myers  (Twin  of  Phil  Myers) 

(3)  Vardeman  Ernest  Smith,  Jr.,  died 
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(4)  Fay  Margaret  Smith,  married  L.  J. 
Mathis. 

(5)  Dorothy  O’Neill  Smith 

(6)  Myrtle  Smith. 

(7)  Ella  O’Neill  Smith 

(8)  Marjorie  Smith. 

(9)  Robert  Emmett  Smith 

(10)  Agnes  Smith 

(11)  William  Boyd  Smith. 

e.  William  Beauvais  Smith,  born  1884,  married 
Miss  Lusk,  of  Baton  Rouge. 

(1)  Jessie  Lee  Smith,  dead. 

(2)  Jefferson  Lusk  Smith,  married  Ruth  Zim¬ 
merman.  He  graduated  from  Tulane  Uni¬ 
versity. 

f.  Jefferson  Davis  Smith,  born  1886,  graduate  of 
Annapolis,  officer  in  Navy.  Lived  in  Califor¬ 
nia  and  married  Martie  Bowland. 

(1)  Martie  Bowland  Smith,  married  Christine 
Butter  worth. 

(2)  Jefferson  Davis  Smith. 

(3)  Ernestine  Smith,  dead. 

(4)  Anna  Purnell  Smith. 

g.  Coralie  Guibert  Smith,  born  1888,  married  (1) 

George  W.  Proffitt,  (2)  Carl  Beatty. 

(1)  George  W.  Proffitt,  Jr.,  married  Bonnie 
Buck. 

(2)  Doris  Elaine  Beatty. 

(3)  Cora  Marylee  Beatty. 

h.  Joseph  D.  Smith,  born  1890,  attended  L.S.U. 

Married  Estelle  Hopkins. 

(1)  Beulah  de  Verie’re  Smith,  born  1894, 
married  (1)  Maurice  Harold,  (2)  Rhea 
N.  Watts.  She  lives  in  Baton  Rouge,  La. 

4.  Lucy  Boyle  Smith,  born  1848,  maried  Louis  Gartley 
Balfour  of  New  Orleans.  He  was  being  educated 
in  Europe  when  Civil  War  broke  out.  He  hurried 
home  to  enlist,  and  he  served  to  the  end.  He  was 
a  captain  in  the  Confederate  Army.  Died  1917. 

a.  Nannie  Balfour,  born  1874. 

b.  Lou  Beauvais  Balfour,  born  1877. 

c.  Louis  Gartley  Balfour,  born  1879. 

d.  Mary  Blackman  Balfour,  born  1880. 
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e.  Hollis  Smith  Balfour,  born  1882. 

f.  Joseph  Smith  Balfour,  born  1884. 

g.  Twins,  died  unnamed. 

h.  Coralie  Guibert  Balfour. 

5.  Joseph  Davis  Smith,  born  1850,  graduate  of  L.S.U., 
died  unmarried  in  1900  at  St.  Francisville,  La.,  and 
was  buried  at  Locust  Grove. 

6.  Augustus  Guibert  Smith,  born  1852;  died. 

7.  Amanda  Philander  (“Wee”)  Smith,  born  March, 
1854,  died  in  1928  of  pneumonia  at  Locust  Grove, 
and  was  buried  at  Locust  Grove,  married  Stephen 
C.  Stirling. 

a.  Nan  Davis  Stirling,  born  1878,  died  young  lady, 
unmarried. 

b.  Mary  Maud  Stirling,  born  1879,  married  1901 
Wm.  R.  Percy.  She  lived  in  Baton  Rouge  and 
died  there. 

(1)  Nan  Percy,  married  William  Alton  Whit¬ 
aker  of  Baton  Rouge,  La.  No  children. 
He  is  assistant  engineer  at  Standard  Oil 
Company  of  Louisiana. 

(2)  Hereford  Percy,  married  Jean  Lipscomb, 
(a)  Ann  Stirling  Percy,  born  1935. 

8.  Luther  L.  Smith,  born  1857,  died  unmarried. 

9.  Jefferson  D.  Smith,  born  1858,  died  unmarried, 
1909. 

10.  Gordon  A.  Smith,  born  1860,  died  unmarried. 

11.  Helen  Keary  Smith,  born  1863,  died  unmarried  in 
1878. 

12.  Unnamed  twin  to  Helen  died  early. 


II.  Luther  L.  Smith,  born  1818,  died — second  son  of  Lu¬ 
ther  Smith  I. 

III.  Gordon  Smith,  born  1820,  died  unmarried. 

IV.  Lucinda  Smith,  born  1822.  Died  - .  Married  1838, 

Judge  William  D.  Boyle,  from  Virginia.  No  children. 

V.  Jedediah  Smith,  born  1824,  died  - ,  married  Susan 

Madison  Buck  of  Virginia,  a  niece  of  Dolly  Madison. 

VI.  Anna  Amanda  Smith,  born  1820,  married  1850,  Philan¬ 
der  C.  Smith,  son  of  Benjamin  Smith,  grandson  of  Phi¬ 
lander,  son  of  Rev.  Jedediah. 

1.  Annie  Davis  Smith,  born  1852,  died  1935,  married 
1871  (1)  Robert  C.  Smith,  (2)  William  Gunning, 
a.  Robert  C.  Smith,  Jr.,  born  1872,  attended  Vir- 
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ginia  Millitary  Institute ;  married  Clara  Loren2, 
Sept.  6,  1906;  died  Feb.  11,  1935.  No  children. 

b.  Olive  Smith,  born  Aug.  31,  1874;  attended  Hol¬ 
lins  Institute,  Hollins,  Virginia;  Married  Wil¬ 
liam  Thompson  Guild;  died  Sept.  20,  1907. 

(1)  William  Thompson  Guild,  Jr.,  born  April 
3,  1896 ;  died  March  13,  1900. 

c.  Lillian  Postelle  Smith,  born  Feb.  21,  1878;  at¬ 
tended  Belmont  College  (Ward  Belmont),  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tenn. ;  Married  William  Alexander  Mont¬ 
gomery,  Dec.  8,  1897 ;  died  April  29,  1938. 

(1)  Lillian  Anne  Montgomery,  born  April  14, 
1899,  attended  Brenau  College,  Gaines¬ 
ville,  Ga. ;  married  John  Bunyan  Duke, 
May  31,  1923. 

(a)  John  Bunyan  Duke,  Jr.,  born  Aug. 
26,  1926;  died  Feb.  7,  1928. 

(b)  Lillian  Anne  Duke,  born  Feb. 
6,  1929 — debutante  Jackson  Miss., 
1950. 

(c)  Frank  Montgomery  Duke,  born  July 
31,  1930. 

(2)  Annie  Davis  Montgomery,  born  June  18, 
1901;  attended  All  Saints  College,  Vicks¬ 
burg,  Miss.;  married  John  Wilkinson,  Feb. 
Feb.  24,  1922. 

(a)  John  Wilkinson,  Jr.,  born  April  25, 
1923. 

d.  Ethel  Barksdale  Smith,  born  1880;  Degree  in 
Violin  at  Boston  Conservatory,  Boston,  Mass.; 
married  Prof.  Bertrand  Edward  Young;  died 
July  21,  1918. 

(1)  Bertrand  Edward  Young,  Jr.,  born  - , 

died - . 

(2)  William  Gunning  Young,  born - ,  mar¬ 
ried  - . 

(3)  Katherine  Davis  Young,  born  - ,  mar¬ 
ried  - . 

e.  Irene  Daisy  Smith,  born  April  21,  1882;  attend¬ 
ed  Belhaven  College,  Jackson,  Miss.;  Centenary 
College,  Cleveland,  Tenn.,  married  Jack  Thomp¬ 
son,  Oct.  15,  1902,  son  of  Judge  R.  H.  Thomp¬ 
son,  Jackson,  Miss. 

(1)  Robert  Patterson  Thompson,  born  May 
15,  1905;  died  March  21,  1906. 
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(2)  John  Harvey  Thompson,  born  Oct.  3l, 
1906. 

(3)  Wilbur  Davis  Thompson,  born  Aug.  4, 
1908 ;  married  Doris  Geneva  Nixon,  March 
1,  1935. 

(a)  Wilbur  Davis  Thompson,  Jr.,  born 
Dec.  9,  1935. 

(b)  Doris  Cornelia  Thompson,  born  Jan. 
28,  1937. 

(c)  John  Bedford  Thompson,  born  Aug. 
7,  1938. 

(4)  Jack  Thompson,  Jr.,  bora  July  21,  1910, 
married  Erma  Collum  McClellan,  Nov.  21, 
1932. 

f.  Jefferson  Davis  Smith,  born  July  15,  1885;  at¬ 
tended  Millsaps  College,  Jackson,  Miss. 

g.  Duke  Parnell  Smith,  born  1888,  died  1888. 
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CHAPTER  XVI 

Courtland  Smith  Family:  Record  and  Genealogy 

Courtland  Smith  (6)  (Rev.  Jedediah,  (5),  Ebenezer  (4), 
Ebenezer,  (3),  Samuel  (2),  Rev.  Henry  (1)  )  the  youngest 
child  of  Rev.  Jedediah  Smith,  born  1772  in  Massachusetts, 
was  only  four  years  old  when  he  came  to  the  Mississippi  Ter¬ 
ritory,  so  he  probably  had  few  memories  of  his  New  England 
birthplace,  or  the  perils  of  the  southward  journey.  As  men¬ 
tioned  above  in  the  story  of  Luther,  he  did  not  remain  near 
Natchez  to  make  his  home,  but  followed  his  brother  down 
into  Feliciana  to  settle  and  rear  his  family. 

At  the  time  of  his  emigration  into  Louisiana,  he  was  al¬ 
ready  a  man  about  thirty-five  years  old,  having  married  his 
first  wife,  Catherine  Cooper,  by  whom  his  first  child,  Aurelia, 
was  born  in  1802.  After  the  early  death  of  his  first  wife  in 
1807,  he  decided  to  go  south  into  West  Feliciana  to  inves¬ 
tigate  land  prospects,  and  estimate  the  advantages  of  moving 
down  there  into  a  more  unsettled  district.  Leaving  his  little 
motherless  daughter,  Aurelia,  in  the  care  of  her  Uncle  Phi¬ 
lander  Smith,  of  whom  she  grew  very  fond  as  she  grew  into 
girlhood,  Courtland  went  into  Louisiana,  and  gained  posses¬ 
sion  of  a  large  tract  of  land  located  near  Locust  Grove,  the 
plantation  of  his  brother.  He  had  been  accompanied  by  his 
devoted  friend,  John  Boone,  who  also  bought  a  plantation  ad¬ 
joining  that  of  Courtland.  Here  Courtland  Smith  and  John 
Boone  settled  and  built  their  homes.  -Courtland  called  his 
place  “Oaks  Plantation”.  His  second  wife,  Narcissa  Boone, 
who  was  the  daughter  of  his  friend,  came  to  be  the  mistress 
of  his  house  at  the  “Oaks”,  and  was  well  fitted  to  help  him 
build  up  his  establishment.  They  must  have  been  very 
happy,  living  there  surrounded  by  friends  and  relatives  with 
all  the  possibilities  of  success  ahead  of  them,  and  the  prospects 
of  wealth,  offered  by  .the  virgin  land  in  the  new  country,  to 
encourage  them. 

Children  came  to  fill  the  house  and  enrich  their  lives. 
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There  were  four  sons  and  one  daughter  in  this  family,  but 
death  cast  its  shadow  over  the  home  in  1823,  and  claimed  the 
mother,  Narcissa  Boone  Smith,  after  sixteen  years  of  wedded 
life.  But  her  sister,  Jane  Boone,  who  lived  nearby  on  her 
father’s  plantation,  came  as  Courtland’s  third  bride,  to  be 
mistress  at  the  “Oaks”  and  to  care  for  her  sister’s  children. 
Jane  must  have  had  her  hands  full  of  duties,  and  her  heart 
full  of  love  with  all  the  boys  and  girls  that  belonged  to  the 
family  making  their  home  at  the  “Oaks’  \  For  she  had  six 
Smith  children  of  her  own,  beside  their  half  brothers  and  sis¬ 
ters.  Sometimes  the  oldest  daughter,  Aurelia,  would  come  on  a 
visit  from  her  Uncle  Philander’s  home,  where  she  lived  when 
at  school  near  Natchez,  or  from  Locust  Grove,  her  Uncle 
Luther’s  place  where  she*  preferred  to  make  her  home,  rather 
than  at  “The  Oaks’  ’.  Finally  there  were  twelve  children  in  all 
in  the  family,  eight  sons  and  four  daughters.  Of  these,  five 
sons  died  in  childhood.  They  were  Luther,  who  died  at  eight 
years,  William  at  seven  years,  Stephen  at  one  year,  Court- 
land  II,  at  two  years,  and  another  Courtland,  named  for  his 
father  and  dead  brother,  who  died  at  eleven  years  of  age. 
The  remaining  seven  children,  Aurelia,  Eunice,  Melinda,  Ben¬ 
jamin  Rivers  Philander,  John  W.,  Sarah  Adeline  and  Narcissa, 
grew  to  maturity,  married  and  were  succeeded  by  children 
and  grandchildren ;  so  that  today  the  lineage  of  the  Courtland 
Smith  branch  is  numerous,  extending  throughout  Louisiana, 
Mississippi,  and  up  into  Illinois  and  Pennsylvania. 

Courtland  Smith’s  youngest  son,  named  for  himself,  was 
born  January  21,  1838,  five  months  after  his  father’s  death, 
August  24,  1837.  Courtland  Smith  I,  was  buried  in  the  fam¬ 
ily  cemetery  at  the  “Oaks”  with  his  five  young  sons  who 
never  grew  to  maturity.  During  the  sixty  five  years  of  his 
life  he  had  lived  with  characteristic  family  energy,  industry, 
ambition  and  success.  His  plantation,  the  “Oaks”,  is  now 
called  “Buena  Vista”,  and  is  located  on  the  right  hand  side, 
five  miles  from  Jackson,  La.,  on  the  Jackson-St.  Francisville 
highway. 

Family  X — Courtland  Smith  and  (1)  Catherine  Cooper, 
(2)  Narcissa  Boone,  (3)  Jane  Boone. 

Children  of  Courtland  Smith  by  first  marriage: 

I.  Aurelia  Smith  (7)  (Courtland  Smith  (6),  Rev.  Jedediah 
(5),  Ebenezer  (4),  Ebenezer  (3),  Samuel  (2),  Rev.  Henry 
(1)  ) 

Aurelia  Smith  was  exceptional  in  that  she  was  educated 
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in  the  South  at  a  time  when  academic  college  education  foi* 
Southern  women  was  just  beginning.  Before  this  time  most 
young  ladies  had  tutors,  or  went  to  little  private  schools, 
where  music,  drawing,  and  other  female  accomplishments 
were  taught.  Having  spent  a  part  of  her  girlhood  in  the 
home  of  her  Uncle  Philander  Smith  near  Natchez,  she  had 
the  advantage  of  attending  the  newly  established  Elizabeth 
Female  Academy  for  girls  at  Washington,  Mississippi,  and 
was  the  first  graduate  to  take  a  degree  from  that  college. 
For  real  academic  training  was  given  in  that  school.  En¬ 
dowed  with  a  good  mind  and  having  this  opportunity  for  in¬ 
tellectual  development,  she  was  outstanding  among  the  young 
women  of  her  day. 

She  married  four  times  during  the  sixty-four  years  of 
her  life.  About  1824  she  married  first  Dr.  Ben  Davis,  brother 
of  Jefferson  Davis.  One  child,  Mary  Ann  Davis,  by  this 
•marriage  lived  only  three  years.  Dr.  Ben  Davis,  the  father, 
died  of  yellow  fever  in  1827,  and  father  and  daughter  are 
buried  at  Locust  Grove  Cemetery.  About  three  or  four  years 
later,  Aurelia  Davis  married  Major  General  E.  W.  Ripley  of 
U.  S.  Army.  One  daughter  by  this  marriage,  Aurelia  Wheelock 
Ripley,  also  lived  only  three  years,  and  Major  General  Ripley 
died.  He  also  was  buried  at  Locust  Grove.  Later  Aurelia 
married  her  cousin,  Thomas  Bell  Smith,  whose  family  line 
has  already  been  traced  in  Family  III.  Thomas  Bell  died  in 
1851,  leaving  a  daughter,  Lucy  Ann  Smith,  born  1840,  who 
lived  to  be  ninety-three  years  old,  and  who  had  a  large  fam¬ 
ily  of  children  and  grandchildren.  These  and  their  descen¬ 
dants  represent  the  line  today  of  Aurelia  Smith.  Finally, 
after  the  death  of  her  third  husband,  Aurelia  Smith  Davis 
E.ipley  Smith  married  John  Smith  Woodward,  who  outlived 
her.  She  is  buried  in  Grace  Church  Cemetery,  St.  Francis- 
ville,  La. 

Genealogy  of  Aurelia  Smith  Family 

I.  Aurelia  Smith,  born  1802,  died  1866,  married  about 

1824  (1)  Dr.  Ben  Davis,  brother  of  Jefferson  Davis. 

Hei  died  from  yellow  fever  in  1827. 

1.  Mary  Ann  Davis — born  1825,  died  1828,  buried  at 
Locust  Grove. 

(2)  Aurelia  married  Maj.  Gen.  E.  W.  Ripley, 
U.  S.  Army.  He  died  and  was  buried  at  Lo¬ 
cust  Grove. 

2.  Aurelia  Wheelock  Ripley,  born  1833,  died  1839, 
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buried  at  Locust  Grove. 

(3)  Aurelia  married  Thomas  Bell  Smith.  He  died 
1851.  See  Family  III. 

3.  Lucy  Ann  Smith,  born  1840  at  Jackson,  La.  She 
died  April,  1933,  in  New  Orleans,  La.,  and  is  buried 
at  St.  Francisville,  La.  Married  Captain  A.  W. 
Roberts  of  Confederate  Army.  He  died  in  1878. 
She  was  active  in  movements  to  maintain  the  mem¬ 
ory  of  the  Confederacy,  and  was  among  the  leaders 
who  had  the  monument  to  Jefferson  Davis  erected 
in  New  Orleans  in  New  Orleans  Parkway, 
a.  Henry  Smith  Roberts,  born  1869,  married  1893 
Susie  Wilcox. 

(1)  Harry  Abishai  Roberts,  born  1893,  mar¬ 
ried  1915,  Gertrude  Sweeney. 

(a)  Harold  Dean  Roberts,  born  1916. 

(b)  Milton  Emmett  Roberts,  born  1922. 

(c)  Harry  Abishai  Roberts,  Jr.,  born 
1926. 

(2)  Orville  Gordon  Roberts,  born  1895,  mar¬ 
ried  1914,  Cecil  Cloveric. 

(a)  Orville  Hamilton  Roberts,  born  1915. 

(3)  Harold  Dean  Roberts,  born  1928. 

.  b.  Abishai  William  Roberts,  born  1874,  married 
1899  Ethel  Mai  Roberts. 

(1)  Willie  Mai  Roberts,  born  1901,  married 

1925,  Rev.  E.  Waldo  Roark. 

(a)  Daughter,  born  1926. 

(b)  Daughter,  born  1928. 

(2)  Myrtle  Ethel  Roberts,  born  1903. 

(3)  John  Abishai  Roberts,  born  1905,  married 

1926,  Irma  - . 

(e)  Irma  Letitia  Roberts,  born  1930. 

(4)  Ashton  William  Roberts,  born  1911. 

(5)  Susie  Smith  Roberts,  born  1921. 

c.  Thomas  Bell  Smith  Roberts,  born  1871,  mar¬ 
ried  1898  Julia  R.  Thurston. 

(1)  Ella  Anne  Roberts,  born  1902,  married 
(1)  1922,  Nathaniel  L.  Wisenhunt.  He 
died  in  1925.  (2)  1927  Cloyszo  Mosely. 

(a)  Nathaniel  L.  Wisenhunt,  born  1926. 

(2)  Frank  Smith  Roberts,  born  1908. 

d.  Josephine  Aurelia  Roberts,  born  1877,  lives  in 
New  Orleans,  La.,  1230  Fern  Street. 
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(4)  Aurelia  Smith  Davis  Ripley  Smith  mar¬ 
ried  John  Smith  Woodward.  She  died  and 
was  buried  in  St.  Francisville,  La. 

II.  Luther  I.  Smith  (second  child  of  Courtland  Smith), 
born  1807,  died  1815. 

III.  Eunice  Melinda  Smith,  born  1812,  died  1881,  married 
William  L.  Swayze. 

1.  Courtland  Swayze. 

2.  Jane  Swayze,  married  Charles  Hoffman  from  Ger¬ 
many.  He  grew  to  be  a  rich  man,  and  owned  large 
mercantile  establishment  in  St.  Louis. 

a.  Minnie  Hoffman,  married  Mr.  Alexander.  They 
lived  in  St.  Louis,  but  she  went  to  California 
in  1918. 

(1)  Hoffman  Alexander,  lived  in  St.  Louis, 
Missouri. 

(2)  Reymonnd  Alexander,  lived  in  St.  Louis, 
Missouri. 

b.  Cora  Hoffman,  unmarried.  Living  in  California 

in  1918. 

c.  Charlie  Hoffman,  dead. 

d.  Willie  Hoffman,  dead. 

e.  John  W.  Hoffman  (Dub),  went  to  California  to 

live. 

3.  William  Swayze. 

4.  Julia  Swayze,  married  Charles  Hoffman  after 
death  of  her  sister,,  Jane  Swayze.  They  lived  in  St. 
Louis,  Mo.  She  took  care  of  her  sister’s  children 
after  she  married  Mr.  Hoffman. 

a.  Linda  Hoffman,  married  in  California. 

5.  Lettie  Swayze,  married  (1)  Dr.  Trevilian.  They 
lived  in  St.  Louis;  (2)  Dr.  Deputy. 

IV.  Benjamin  Rivers  Smith,  born  1814,  died - .  Married 

Miss  Marbry. 

1.  Benjamin  Smith,  moved  to  North  Louisiana.  No  rec¬ 
ord. 

2.  Courtland  Smith,  moved  to  North  Louisiana  with 
brother.  No  record  of  him. 

3. 

V.  Philander  Smith  (son  of  Courtland),  born  1817,  died 
1848,  married  Mary  Richardson,  daughter  of  Wade 
Richardson  and  Charlotte  Harbour  of  West  Feliciana,  La. 
1  Mary  Charlotte  Smith,  married  Hilliard  Barrow  of 
West  Feliciana,  La. 
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a.  Elizabeth  Barrow,  married  W.  L.  Linfield.  He 

died.  She  lived  at  8423  Prichard  Place,  New 
Orleans,  La.  She  died - . 

(1)  Mary  Barrow  Linfield,  unmarried,  lives 
in  New  Orleans.  A.  B.  Millsaps.  Author 
of  several  novels. 

(2)  Jane  Barrow  Linfield,  unmarried,  lives 
with  sister  in  New  Orleans. 

(3)  Hilliard  Barrow  Linfield,  married  Lillian 
- .  Lives  in  Gulfport,  Miss. 

(4)  W.  L.  Linfield,  Jr.,  lives  in  Louisiana. 

Married  - . 

(a)  Billy  Linfield. 

(5)  Robert  Linfield,  married  Marjorie 

DeC - .  Lives  in  New  Orleans. 

(a)  Marjorie  Linfield. 

b.  Wylie  Barow,  died  unmarried. 

c.  Bat  Barrow,  died  unmarried. 

d.  Dr.  Sidney  Barrow,  deceased,  married  Miss  Al¬ 
lan.  Practised  medicine  in  Shreveport,  La. 

(1)  Daughter  Sidney  Barrow,  married,  living 
in  Shreveport,  La. 

e.  Sue  Barrow,  married  Louis  West.  He  died.  She 
lives  in  Baton  Rouge,  La. 

(1)  Bessie  West,  married  William  Sterling. 
Had  three  children. 

(2)  Mary  Louis  West,  married  Mr.  Hogeman. 
(a)  Three  children. 

(3)  Hillard  West. 

(4)  Bell  West. 

(5) 

(6)  Sidney  Sue  West. 

(7)  William  West. 

VI.  Courtland  Smith  II  (son  of  Courtland  Smith  I)  born 
1819,  died  1821. 

VII.  John  W.  Smith  (son  of  Courtland  Smith  I,  and  Jane 
Boone  Smith)  born  1825,  died  1892,  married  (1)  Re¬ 
becca  Graves;  (2)  Henrietta  Stokes.  John  W.  Smith 
was  a  large,  fine  looking  man,  who  was  generous,  hos¬ 
pitable  and  brave.  It  was  said  anyone  could  come  to 
his  home  and  receive  a  courteous  welcome  and  be  en¬ 
tertained  as  a  guest.  He  lived  the  latter  part  of  his 
life  in  East  Feliciana,  where  he  died  and  was  buried. 
Children  by  first  marriage : 
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1.  Mary  Melinda  Smith  (et)  married  James  Dumin. 

a.  Emma  Durnin,  lived  in  Amite,  La.,  died. 

b.  James  Durnin,  died. 

2.  William  Philander  Smith,!  died - .  Married  Alena 

Barow  of  West  Feliciana. 

a.  Nannie  Smith,  married  Mr.  Smithdeal.  He 
died.  She  lives  in  Richmond,  La.  Is  an  effici¬ 
ent  business  woman. 

3.  Courtland  Benjamin  Smith,  born  about  1847,  died 
about  1883,  married  Mary  Elizabeth  Smith,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Parker  Smith  (no  relation) .  He  was  a  brave, 
energetic,  generous  man.  His  patriotism  is  shown 
in  the  active  part  he  took  in  the  days  of  the  Recon¬ 
struction  in  breaking  up  the  Republican  Party  in 
Louisiana,  especially  in  West  Feliciana,  and  in  re¬ 
storing  white  supremacy. 

a.  Courtland  Smith  IV,  maried  Nellie  Parker  of 
Norfolk,  Va.  He  and  his  family  live  in  Gales- 
ton,  Texas. 

b.  Ventress  Jones  Smith,  died  1933  unmarried  in 
New  Orleans,  La.  (See  account  of  his  life  at 
close  of  chapter). 

c.  Kemp  Catlett  Smith,  married  Augusta  Sherod. 

d.  Matt  Gilmore  Smith,  lives  in  Baton  Rouge,  La. 
Prominent  business  man.  President  of  Matt  G. 
Smith  Insurance  Agency.  Secretary  and  treas¬ 
urer  of  Baton  Rouge  Building  &  Loan  Associa¬ 
tion.  Married. 

e.  Joe  Jones  Smith,  died  - .  Married  Evelyn 

* 

Norwood. 

(1)  Henry  Newton  Smith,  born  1916.  Tulane 
University  student,  New  Orleans,  La. 

f.  Anna  Jane  Smith,  married  Henry  Pharr  of  New 
Iberia,  La. 

(1)  John  Newton  Pharr,  A.  B.  Yale  Univer¬ 
sity.  Married  Bessie  Johnson  of  New  Or¬ 
leans,  La. 

(a)  Elizabeth  Pharr,  born  1931. 

(2)  Jane  Pharr,  A.  B.  Newcomb  College,  New 

Orleans,  La.  Married -  Gage. 

(a)  Catherine  Pharr  Gage,  born  1938. 

g.  Charlotte  Smith,  married  John  A.  Pharr. 

(1)  John  Andrus  Pharr,  born  1902.  Studied 
at  Yale  University.  Died  about  1945. 
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(2)  Mary  Elizabeth  Pharr,  born  1904.  Grad¬ 
uated  A.  B.,  Newcomb  College. 

Children  of  John  W.  Smith  and  Henrietta  Stokes: 

4.  Eliza  Jane  Smith,  died  when  young  lady. 

5.  Hester  Elizabeth  Smith,  died  when  young  lady. 

6.  Thomas  Stokes  Smith,  died  as  a  baby. 

7.  Catherine  Sterling  Smith,  born  1860,  died  unmar¬ 
ried.  Lived  at  Asphodel  Plantation,  East  Feliciana, 
Louisiana. 

8.  Ruffian  Sterling  Smith,  died  young. 

9.  Caroline  Isabel  Smith,  died  as  a  baby. 

10.  Sarah  Perry  Smith,  born  1868,  unmarried,  lived 
lived  with  sister  at  Asphodel,  East  Feliciana,  La. 
Deceased.  (See  story  of  “Aunt  Kate”  and  “Aunt 
Sarah  Smith”  at  close  of  chapter.) 

VIII.  Stephen  Smith  (son  of  Courtland  Smith  I),  born  1827, 
died  1828. 

IX.  Narcissa  Smith  (daughter  of  Courtland  Smith  I)  born 
1829,  died  1875,  married  1850,  Hon.  Wm.  Barksdale. 
He  was  afterwards  General  Barksdale  of  the  Confed¬ 
erate  Army  and  was  killed  in  battle  of  Gettysburg.  She 
died  at  Yazoo  City,  Miss. 

1.  Ethelbert  Barksdale,  lived  in  Yazoo  City,  Miss. 

2.  William  Barksdale,  reared  in  Yazoo  City,  Miss. 

X.  William  Smith,  born  1832,  died  1849. 

I  XL  Sarah  Adeline  Smith  (daughter  of  Courtland  Smith  I 
'  and  Jane  Boone  Smith)  born  at  the  “Oaks”  1835,  died 
in  Clay  City,  Ill.,  married  Robert  Haile  Doherty,  1851. 
They  lived  on  “Evergreen  Plantation”,  West  Feliciana, 
La.  He  died  in  Kentucky,  1860.  After  the  Civil  War, 
she  moved  with  her  children  to  Clay  City,  Ill.,  where 
they  lived  in  “Old  Mayesville”  on  the  old  stage  coach 
road  running  between  St.  Louis  and  Vincennes.  Here 
she  reared  the  five  children  of  the  family  and  the  de¬ 
scendants  of  this  line  are  now  successful  professional 
and  business  men  and  women,  many  remaining  in  the 
North. 

1.  William  Doherty. 

2.  Stephen  Swayze  Doherty,  married  France^  Doggitt. 

3.  Jane  Spaulding  Doherty,  married  (1)  Fate  Tyler; 
(2)  Wm.  Bradshaw. 

4.  Julia  Ann  Doherty,  married  Thomas  J.  S.  McGrath. 
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a.  Jack  J.  McGrath. 

b.  Rev.  Thomas  J.  S.  McGrath,  S.  J.,  for  ten  years 
he  gave  missions  for  Catholic  Church  in  the 
South.  Appointed  Director  General  of  the 
Southern  Jesuit  Missionary  Band. 

c.  Nell  McGrath,  married  Dr.  Harvey  Cummings. 

(1)  Lellan  Cummings,  married  Dr.  John  Dent, 
who  is  connected  with  Dr.  Martin’s  Hos¬ 
pital.  Lives  in  Vicksburg,  Miss. 

(2)  Sally  Cummings,  lives  in  New  York  City. 
Married  Louis  Nachod,  a  writer. 

5.  Anthony  Doherty  IV,  married  Clara  Sauter. 

a.  Ethel  Doherty,  married  Carey  E.  Duff. 

(1)  Mary  Duff. 

(2)  Richard  Anthony  Duff. 

b.  Robert  Ernest  Doherty,  married  Pearl  Mills. 
(Account  of  Robert  E.  Doherty  at  close  of  chap¬ 
ter.) 

(1)  Robert  Ernest  Doherty,  Jr. 

(2)  Vera  Mauci  Doherty. 

(3)  James  Anthony  Doherty. 

(4)  William  Mills  Doherty. 

c.  Maud  Doherty,  Supt.  Nurses,  Garfield  Hospital, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

d.  Stephen  Swayze  Doherty,,  married  Eva  Jeffries. 

(1)  Stephen  Swayze  Doherty,  Jr. 

(2)  William  Eugene  Doherty. 

e.  Thomas  Anthony  Doherty,  married  Edith  Goe. 
(1)  Dorothy  Jean  Doherty. 

f.  Chester  Cochran  Doherty,  M.  D.,  married  (1) 
Marie  McPhail,  (2)  Bernadine  Flynn.  Lives 
in  Chicago,  700  N  .Michigan  Avenue. 

(1)  Richard  Julian  Doherty. 

(2)  Chester  Cochran  Doherty,  Jr. 

(3)  Roger  David  Doherty. 

(4)  Anthony  Doherty  (2nd  marriage). 

g.  Kathleen  lone  Doherty,  married  Alvin  Randall 
Tucker. 

(1)  Clara  Lou  Tucker. 

(2)  Thomas  Alvin  Tucker. 

(3)  David  Doherty  Tucker. 

XII.  Courtland  Smith  III  (last  child  of  Courtland  Smith  I), 
born  1838,  died  1849. 

Thus  in  one  hundred  and  thirty  one  years,  or  since  the 
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time  about  1807,  when  Courtland  Smith  I  emigrated  from 
the  Natchez  country  into  West  Feliciana,  his  family  has  been 
established,  increased  and  scattered  all  over  the  state  of  Mis¬ 
sissippi,  Louisiana,  and  one  branch  locating  in  Illinois  has 
spread  over  sections  of  the  North.  Many  of  them  have  be¬ 
come  distinguished  citizens,  both  in  professional  life  and  the 
business  world.  Of  these  the  stories  of  one  man  in  the  South, 
Attorney  at  Law,  Ventres s  Jones  Smith  will  be  given  and 
the  life  of  another,  a  noted  scientist  and  scholar  in  the  North, 
President  Robert  Ernest  Doherty  of  the  Carnegie  Institute 
of  Technology  of  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania  will  be  sketched 
for  those  of  the  family  who  do  not  know  of  these  two  worthy 
members. 

Ventress  Jones  Smith  (9)  Courtland  B.  Smith,  (8)  John 
W.  Smith  (7),  Courtland  Smith  I,  (6),  Rev.  Jedediah  (5), 
Ebenezer  (4),  Ebenezer,  (3),  Samuel  (2),  Rev.  Henry  Smith 
(1),  born  1883  at  “Oaks  Plantation’',  West  Feliciana,  La., 
died,  1933  in  New  Orleans,  unmarried.  He  was  educated  at 
Centenary  College,  Shreveport,  La.,  studied  law  at  Tulane 
University,  New  Orleans,  and  graduated  as  president  of  his 
class.  He  began  the  practice  of  law  in  New  Iberia,  La.,  in 
1908,  and  soon  became  the  city’s  attorney.  In  1920  he  was 
elected  to  the  State  Senate  and  served  in  that  capacity  until 
1928.  During  that  time  he  was  a  member  of  the  legislative 
bureau  which  passes  on  the  constitutionality  of  all  bills.  In 
1932  he  served  as  comanager  of  U.  S.  Senator  Edwin  Brous¬ 
sard.  He  was  at  one  time  president  of  the  Louisiana  State 
Bar  Association,  and  was  in  all  the  affairs  of  the  state,  one 
of  its  leading  lawyers.  He  was  exalted  ruler  of  the  Elks 
Lodge  of  New  Iberia,  and  a  member  of  Knights  Templar. 
Strong  in  spirit  and  steadfast  in  purpose,  ambitious  and  de¬ 
termined,  he  was  a  worthy  son  of  his  forefather,  Rev.  Jede¬ 
diah  Smith. 

Dr.  Robert  E.  Doherty  (9),  (Anthony  Doherty  IV  (8), 
Sarah  A.  Smith  (7),  Courtland  Smith  I,  (6),  Rev.  Jedediah 
Smith  (5),  Ebenezer,  (4),  Ebenezer  (3),  Samuel,  (2),  Rev. 
Henry  Smith  (1)  born  1885  in  Illinois.  President^  of  Carnegie 
Institute  of  Technology,  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania.  Grad¬ 
uated  from  University  of  Illinois.  Later  he  became  assistant 
to  the  famous  Dr.  C.  P.  Steinmetz  of  the  General  Electric 
Company,  for  which  he  later  became  consulting  engineer. 
During  the  years  1931-1933,  President  Doherty  acted  as  chair¬ 
man  of  the  committee  on  education  of  the  American  Insti- 
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lute  of  Electrical  Engineers.  In  1934  he  was  appointed  chair¬ 
man  of  the  committee  of  the  Society  for  the  Promotion  of 
Engineering  Education  for  studying  objectives  and  length 
of  curriculum  in  engineering  colleges.  In  June,  1936,  hon¬ 
orary  degrees  were  conferred  upon  him  by  the  University  of 
Pittsburgh  and  Tufts  College.  From  1933  to  1936,  he  headed 
Yale  s  School  of  Engineering  before  becoming  president  of 
the  Carnegie  Institute.  In  June,  1938,  the  American  Insti¬ 
tute  of  Electrical  Engineers  presented  him  in  Washington 
the  1937  Lamme  Medal  “for  his  extension  of  the  theory  of 
alternating-current  machinery,  for  his  skill  in  introducing 
that  theory  into  practice,  and  for  his'  encouragement  to  young 
men  to  aspire  to  excellence  in  this  field.”  He  has  written  ex¬ 
tensively  on  electrical  engineering  and  engineering  education. 

President  Doherty  finds  relaxation  from  duties  in  paint¬ 
ing  and  music.  In  1937  he  exhibited  a  painting  in  the  Asso¬ 
ciated  Artists  of  Pittsburgh  Show  at  the  Carnegie  Institute 
Galleries.  These  facts  are  taken  from  “The  New  York 
Times”,  March  1,  1938. 

In  this  splendid  success  and  achievement  of  our  kinsman, 
we,  and  all  the  members  of  the  Smith  Family  rejoice. 

No  scribe  of  the  annals  of  the  Courtland  branch  of  the 
Smith  family  could  conclude  the  chapter  successfully  with¬ 
out  mentioning  “Miss  Kate”  and  “Miss  Sarah”  Smith,  of 
Asphodel  Plantation,  East  Feliciana,  La.  These  two  old  ladies 
belong  to  the  fourth  generation  after  Rev.  Jedediah.  They 
are  the  daughters  of  John  W.  Smith,  son  of  Courtland  I,  and 
lived  in  the  old  home  at  Asphodel.  The  notes  of  their  great 
nephew,  the  distinguished  scientist  and  educator  described 
above  as  Dr.  Robert  E.  Doherty,  pay  beautiful  tribute  to  these 
relatives  of  his  line.  With  his  permission,  the  following  is 
quoted  from  his  notes,  made  upon  returning  from  his  visit 
to  the  homes  and  haunts  of  his  forebears  in  January,  1938. 

“At  Asphodel,  here  on  this  lonely,  beautiful  old  planta¬ 
tion  live  two  of  the  most  lovable  and  unique  characters  I  have 
ever  met.  They  are  Aunt  Kate  and  Aunt  Sarah  Smith,  known 
and  highly  respected  throughout  that  section  of  the  state. 
Aunt  Kate  is  78 ;  Aunt  Sarah  is  70.  They  are  persistently  in¬ 
dependent.  They  live  alone,  dress  alike,  do  their  own  work, 
and  attempt  to  preserve  not  only  the  physical  aspects  of  the 
old  mansion  and  its  priceless  heirlooms,  but  also  the  atmos- 
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phere  of  an  earlier  and  magnificent  day.  They  cannot,  of 
course,  prevent  the  devastation  of  age  upon  the  property,  but 
this  only  serves  further  to  embellish  what  rather  seems,  to 
one  in  retrospect,  like  a  beautiful  myth.  Aunt  Kate  has  never 
ridden  in  an  automobile  and  never  will.  They  will  have  no 
telephone,  photographs  of  them,  no  radio,  no  electric  lights 
— nothing  they  did  not  have  as  girls.  In  the  front  yard  is 
the  old  plantation  bell.  That  is  their  means  of  communica¬ 
tion  with  the  outside  world  in  case  of  need.  If  that  bell  rings 
regardless  of  the  time  of  day  or  night  the  negroes  from  those 
parts  swarm  to  Asphodel  to  see  what  they  might  do  for  Miss 
Kate  or  Miss  Sarah.  Having  rarely  left  the  plantation  in  the 
last  twenty  years,  they  yet  have  great  interest  in  what  goes 
on  in  the  rest  of  the  world — and  they  know!  Two  minutes 
conversation  with  them  reveals  unmistakably  that  one  is  in 
the  presence  of  keen,  alert  informed  intellects.  May  God 
bless  and  and  keep  them  These  dear  old  ladies  are  represen¬ 
tatives  of  a  pioneering  stock,  that  did  its  share  in  creating 
the  best  traditions  of  the  South,  and  I  am  proud  to  have  a 
strain  of  it  in  me.  Courtland  Smith,  son  of  Jedediah,  was 
their  grandfather  and  my  great  grandfather.” 

Thus  do  the  past  and  the  present  clasp  hands  across  the 
years.  How  heartening,  in  the  indifference  of  these  times, 
is  this  expression  of  appreciation  by  one,  who  is  of  the  vi¬ 
brant  present.  How  commendable  it  is  that  one  who  is  a 
pioneer  in  the  most  modern  fields  of  electrical  science  and 
experiment,  should  yet  be  stirred  by  the  glorious  past  of  his 
people,  who  were  the  pioneers  of  a  day  that  is  passed. 
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CONCLUSION 


It  is  now  March,  1951,  when  at  last  the  printing  of 
these  memoirs  and  records  has  been  completed.  At  last  the 
booklet  can  go  into  the  hands  of  the  many  descendants  of 
the  Rev.  Henry  Smith,  Puritan  pastor  of  Wethersfield,  Conn., 
in  the  seventeenth  century. 

Ten  or  twelve  years  have  elapsed  since  the  idea  was  con¬ 
ceived  to  compile  the  records  and  the  book  was  started.  Dif¬ 
ficulties  were  involved  in  collecting  names  and  dates;  inter¬ 
ruptions  and  an  illness  occured  during  the  writing,  which  de¬ 
layed  the  accomplishment  of  the  work.  This  delay  is  great¬ 
ly  to  be  regretted,  for  in  the  interval,  many  of  our  kinsmen 
have  passed  into  the  Beyond  who  would  have  enjoyed  read¬ 
ing  and  owning  the  memoirs,  the  records  of  whose  deaths  do 
not  appear  in  the  various  family  charts. 

Likewise  in  the  interim,  many  little  ones  have  come  to 
swell  the  numbers  of  those  claiming  descent  from  our  fore¬ 
father  in  the  various  branches  of  the  family.  All  these  new¬ 
comers  also  are  not  recorded.  It  is  hoped  that  some  future 
family  scribe,  feeling  the  mantle  falling  upon  his  shoulders, 
will  with  devoted  efforts  complete  the  story  of  our  people, 
where  this  has  left  off. 
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